"'e‘\"
3 g o) - 7 ,’N‘\,.- T 2 ) bdovw. b Tyl ¢ ;"'
. Vo of SR 1Y '? , Leaytnan yuye. AN ) 3 C2 Mayo; Kegiy ,..crci Astu-
nche. Jayl»n Lep gﬁdd'e ,h ; .17 #onado, N: o reuo 4, Royden Cave, Jamarion, lohnny Noe 71:71t: eb Anthony . 1115 | atoni Griss, Kariegiad £ | i e, /,{}f’“"’ Cbas
winer Facgelf, Brysof Simp:: 1 Smith, Dz 3, Nicholas Gage Debrum, Nya. 211 L: re, Traviek.. /ard 1, darian Webl . royor i “Ynw Dray” Bas on, Ronald. b AvS - gjlaleb Willa
oyd, LAevan ool plve: ol Ay T2 o8 rubias, Da'Ver “ite, Isaiah Ja o1, lose David| < iz, Taurean\ ! Jolemian, Za™ " " hon:as, Ange 'y y ‘%t*arqw'»
ofe, Malah .- ", Z 4% o igsd > :.{‘“;unw}jﬁ anButcher, oonc filson, Jaso ari xr, Jaylon P iuic, 1 ireaye Addi 1. 5 vinDickey, " s Jyne Myers .
lartif, Jado 5 iz Yo" -hael_ . "DelBianco - it ! dd,Shamar  ari 1 Jr., Wilsor  ugica, Adrian Rufg 3o iliew, Shime  {csint Jr; George
ra aut»ema s, ( ‘stmee.u@L )es piJemerso oo onNettles, coniah Stribling, Tr . * s L-2lummael, Xi  crc iic iy, Andrew . 75 %
of\ey Stev 4 ,‘;.qu JuliaF 5, Kel: ey Parrish, | uci 2Thomton, U iiuli nmad, Jam i \ filliams, Jor 1l Jav , R mmtSnmh e i
irwxi,aredones Darylv “ns;Christo; 1 Jowic i Mejia, Way 1B v, Abdoutay . . e, | revionBool . %l ez AliMeNe < Jo sl Sy, o Y (u'a Jlntnb" ek da% o
e°s Calgb  ryncs )éAndre “Di  Cve ette, Jivon s, t#Abryion“ ry” Joxley, Saw . incere Robinson, - o ‘Wasttitgton; (vmm

Lorenfo J.anson Jr. Zime

tonio Johns')n Jacere Mic L 3 3 Iuns Jr. ¢ ucl Guss,Brittney i 2 Corbitt, i awn Coy, Isaidh Bty - d Ll ler, Ja' 8ld\ s n, Jaraerion Walt =% queé2 'S'wg" B(own_ ?'-‘mame LJ‘»
Veroriica{ ~ < Marle Wal mTywﬂ\htts‘ 5 ¢ witeio Chestnutt,. " on ivera, Jord: * \uwcrol"Keith Fredr s, 1 ithan Paul, ’(n *>* “hirligs, Dan " S ith oz, Lay
gmons, Mo) - &1 ) oc Al (ens Ehh kf&].cﬁm G’qulll w_" )Lqu}y' %inPa nell;Bema . A iilar, Bumel :otl, D: neonGlove cvii Bryant, Ja!  uini ce,KadenE +'ick Kory Smith

afe, Adam . . v | vanJal‘hs i stbhﬁson., jag’ " ol V@\cm[a “ 1, Grey: ryCampos, ou. opes, Kylen Iton, Li monte Robt W) dins, Thafri  Visson asiaBree B~ »r, Cwistian Am . h
srrier-Leigis nyl " Tic ba’ﬁi Jak._r fass, | ichael Brow . Jric Rogers-Kn  Dajuar LesterTow  Jc mhanm o34, Avkaur Craig L Daviien Joseph

Viarion, Jay - & - ;RlssandraC|« ( {yre Japf?u@’gg\; icholas Davi  )i/a :Lee Jones, ‘anna Jriffith, Chri  nJ hason, Dewi v Jofgsom Foreve 1th: m, Jamey ", W o P ,l',':'éayi_‘

ge, Jonny Cruz, Jordan Re m‘;ns Meodo ¢ v,{  Chatisse F ! uﬁlﬂl 'israMJ Rabinson, /  an 1z ‘ah Ramirez, Keimauri Ragers, f - ndo ‘onroe Ji., Hecior David Flores, 's . i driquez, Rt . i iy igé It K4,

tingDar.e Willie James Ja” . ha(ybﬁs* ) { N ilctiakayi 1 (areem TyﬂqWIIsonJr “gstaph. Brooks Sellers Jr., Erick B> “ar Loc. . Fitzjerold Mickover Jean-Bapt” :, C'de Cavipes . .ols? Nichats, isz
€

;nf 5"?""{‘ "Rahn" Walt * 53 ‘3'“‘ r""‘%""}q I‘\é\. h‘ I iiiﬁm Lo taJr, . "»ni Canyys Elliso~ sdous Deoir. 4 Johadnick ot dach- T dad Ideram 5oyl Heivort O

il A , _{Jﬂiix 7 . erron ¥ i . »mRic ; Torien Ncw., i or, Adisleidy By YWsta, « ot & shca . 5 Jano

! i Aponté, #akal Clark, Thomas “Niasa” Mui m, Corey Jongs, Is aac.Gonz
fw@hun lzu, An\ iFion hon Com‘as Carmalc Ross

2023 AUDIENCE GUIDE



"This ain’t the intermission. It's
the show. On this stage, in this
world, we, the men and women
who are merely players, in our
various roles, are waking daily
in different plays all together.
This is the moment where
everything changes. We are in
the inciting incident.”

- Idris Goodwin
Playwright



LAYS TO

DEAR AUDIENCE
MEMBER

As a theatremaker, I've staked my life on the idea that stories

matter, and that coming together to tell them can change the
fabric of our communities. When | heard the voices of our youth
demanding change in the aftermath of the 2018 Parkland
shooting, something clicked: The voices of these brave young
people belong not only in our streets and in our senate chambers;
they belong on our stages.

ENOUGH! is a story, in three acts:

Act | was writing the plays.

Act Il is presenting the plays.

Act lll, is about action, it's what YOU do next.

The theatre has always been the place where we can change the
world one room at a time, where we can rehearse the future we

want to create.

And our young people are ready to show us the way.

Michael Cotey

ENOUGH! Joaquin Oliver Artistic Producer

Goodman Theatre Chicago, IL
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ENOUGH! [ENOUGH] this is YOUR cue...

Nationwide Reading Action Items

ENOUGH! has teamed up with Team ENOUGH, the youth-led and youth-
serving program of Brady United, to provide you with 3 simple action items
you can do before you even leave the theater:

Send a Message to Congress NOW!

Scan the QR code to the right or click HERE and fill out the
form to send a message to your senators and
representative urging them to support gun safety policies.

Say “ENOUGH!" on Social Medial!

Why are you saying ENOUGH to gun violence? Share a video using #ENOUGH
to tell us what drives you to take action and why others should join you! Don't
forget to tag @enoughplaysproject (X: @enoughplays) & @teamenough so
we can help amplify your message. Bonus: Tag your elected officials so they
can hear from you directly!

Commit to Longer Term Action!

Are you ready to take action around
preventing gun violence? Scan the QR
code to join a Team ENOUGH (under
26) or Brady (26 and older) for a virtual
info session to learn more about the
different ways you can engage and
volunteer.

UNDER 26 26 AND OLDER


https://www.teamenough.org/gun-safety-policies-enough-plays-national-reading
https://www.mobilize.us/brady/event/425528/
https://www.mobilize.us/brady/event/425528/
https://www.mobilize.us/brady/event/274016/
https://www.mobilize.us/brady/event/425528/
https://www.mobilize.us/brady/event/425528/
https://www.mobilize.us/brady/event/274016/
https://www.teamenough.org/gun-safety-policies-enough-plays-national-reading

In this section you will find the following on each play:

On Writing the Play
Learn why the playwright wrote their play.

Start a Dialogue / Continue the Conversation
A place to begin a specific conversation rooted in the themes of the play.

Numbers Don't Lie
A few key statistics that help you cast the play into the context of the real world.

Know Their Names. Know Their Stories. Honor Their Legacies.
Highlighting real life examples of lives lost.

Dig Deeper
Research, articles, stories and other resources tied to the themes of the play.

Writer Spotlight & Beyond the Play
Short essays that give you a greater look at both the writer and the play’s themes.

ENOUGH! | enoughplays.com 2023 AUDIENCE GUIDE
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\ A CALL FOR HELP

yPepper Fox

'nw

N On ertmg the P1ay

“| was very interested in speakmg from a dlfferent point of
view than what's usually seen Typncally you would :
““Understand the-experience from the ealler who is d|rectly
“ijmpacted, but many.people don’t thmk of who.s recelvmg
thateall,” ( I

Start a Dialogue

The three 911 dispatch workers in A Call for Help pivot.ihstantlyfrom
friendly coworker banterto life-and-death calls in the face of gun
violence. Data shows that the rates of depression‘and’even suicide
for dispatch workers is significantly higher than'the rest of the
population:-When we consider victims of gun violence, who'else
experiences harm apart from those directly injured or-killed? How
.« : does gun violence spiral out from the’initial event and.impact the

i .- -whole community?

E Continue the Conversation...
NN A-Call for Help deals not only with active shooter threats but also with
another form of gun violence: suicide. Over 80% of firearm suicides of
children under 18 involve a gun owned by a family member—as Sierra says,
“It's just too easy.” Have you or someone you love been impacted by firearm
suicide? How did A Call for Help’s portrayal of this topic make you feel?

Were the three dispatch workers able to stop the violence in this play? What
could have happened earlier in these three cases to get the callers the help
they needed?

Numbers Don’t Lie

3rd 17-24% 273

Suicide is the 3rd leading of emergency dispatcher number of unintentional

cause of death for young personnel grapple with PTSD.2 shootings by children in 2023,

Americans. (Ages 10-24) 1 resulting in 103 deaths and 178
injuries.®

ENOUGH! | enoughplays.com 2023 AUDIENCE GUIDE


https://everytownresearch.org/report/the-rise-of-firearm-suicide-among-young-americans/
https://www.iaedjournal.org/ptsd-in-911-communications-qa
https://everytownresearch.org/maps/notanaccident/

Know Their Names.
Know Their Stories.
Honor Their Legacies.

Ethan Song loved to ski, hike, and play Spikeball. He loved his 10 cousins and would
play card games with them for hours.

Ethan Song died in the home of a neighbor whose father had not secured his guns.

Ethan's life was full of laughter, travel, joy, and adventures. Although his life was
tragically cut short, he lived with passion and experienced many wonderful things.

The Song family honors his life through actions that help keep kids safe.
will help ensure that dangerous arms are safely secured out of the reach of children

and dangerous people.

Source:

(]
Dlg Deeper Click on the text in orange to bring you to the article.

This VICE article examines the day-to-day experience of 911 dispatchers who
grapple with traumatic experiences, punishing hours, and high rates of PTSD.

The Trace examines the rising youth gun suicide rate, noting that an American
teenager took their life with a firearm every seven hours on average between 2019

and 2020.

According to the American Academy of Pediatrics, this risk of suicide is 4 to 10
times higher in homes with guns than in those without.

Learn about one 911 dispatcher’s experience during the mass shooting at Michigan
State University on February 13, 2023.

Read Preventable Tragedies, Everytown's report on unintentional shootings by
children.

ENOUGH! | enoughplays.com 2023 AUDIENCE GUIDE



https://www.songstrong.org/ethans-law/
https://www.songstrong.org/about/
https://www.vice.com/en/article/9398qy/911-dispatchers-hear-the-worst-moments-of-our-lives-who-listens-to-them
https://www.thetrace.org/2022/02/firearm-suicide-rate-cdc-data-teen-mental-health-research/
https://publications.aap.org/patiented/article/doi/10.1542/peo_document369/82026/Teen-Suicide-and-Guns?autologincheck=redirected
https://www.wilx.com/2023/02/24/calm-voice-during-chaos-dispatchers-experience-during-msu-shooting/
https://everytownresearch.org/report/notanaccident/

WRITER SPOTLIGHT

Pepper Fox (she’/her) of Louisville, KY may have just started writing last

year, but you wouldn't guess it based on A Call for Help, her winning ENOUGH!
submission that gave playwright and selection committee member Zora Howard
chills. “The action leapt off of the page,” Howard wrote in feedback. “Bravo!”

A visual arts student at DuPont Manual, Pepper took a playwriting class as a
junior and fell in love with it. “My teacher was a very strong impact on me,” she
says. "Without him, | wouldn't have begun writing in the first place.

Pepper’s eye for the artistic is certainly evident in her play, which intricately and
rhythmically weaves together six different storylines on a single afternoonina 911
call center, where gun violence impacts people in unique and personal ways.

"l ' was very interested in speaking from a different point of view than what’s
usually seen,” she says. “Typically you would understand the experience from the
caller who is directly impacted, but many people don't think of who is receiving
that call.”

Who are the people receiving that call? 911 telecommunicators-dispatchers,
call takers, etc.-are often the first line of help for people in distress, the “first first
responders.” But listening to moments of acute distress over the phone day in
and day out takes a toll. Psychologist Michelle Lilly has researched 911
telecommunicators and suggests that somewhere between 17 and 24% suffer

from PTSD-significantly higher than the general population, of whom only about
8% live with the disorder. Furthermore, a 2019 state of Virginia survey found that

ENOUGH! | enoughplays.com 2023 AUDIENCEGUIDE 8
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https://www.vice.com/en/article/9398qy/911-dispatchers-hear-the-worst-moments-of-our-lives-who-listens-to-them

9211 telecommunicators were more than twice as likely to experience suicidal
thoughts.

Not all of the calls these workers field are related to gun violence, but as it is now
the leading cause of death for children and teens, the percentage of a

dispatcher’s job that involves gun-related trauma is only getting higher.

"l would love to see something implemented about gun laws,” Pepper says. “The
accessibility and the ease that guns are able to be impacting society shows how
much we need restriction.”

To Pepper, the arts play a central role in the future she wants to be part of and,
perhaps, co-create. This future includes “a complete dive into physical art,” she
envisions. “"Creative personal expression would be present everywhere, as well as
encouraged.”

It's the future all our youth deserve: where artistic expression can go beyond
attempting to solve the problems our adults and politicians won’t. As we
work toward that future, we can expect to find artists like Pepper continuing to

show us the way.

BEYOND THE PLAY

Because of its unique setting, A Call for Help is able to spotlight three distinct
forms of gun violence that permeate our communities: unintentional gun deaths,
firearm suicides, and mass shootings.

Mass shootings rightfully garner a lot of attention because of how much more
frequently they happen in the United States than other nations on Earth; indeed,
from 1998-2019, 73% of mass shootings worldwide happened right here in

America. There have been more than 540 this year so far.

Unintentional gun deaths make up only a small percentage of firearms deaths in
the U.S. (typically around 1% of gun deaths are due to unintentional discharge).

But they capture public notice because they are so preventable, and because
they often involve children, like in A Call for Help. So far in 2023, there have been
about 300 unintentional shootings by children, resulting in more than 100 deaths

ENOUGH! | enoughplays.com 2023 AUDIENCE GUIDE 9


https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/05/health/gun-deaths-children.html
https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/us-accounted-for-73-percent-of-global-mass-shootings-12787908
https://www.gunviolencearchive.org/
https://www.thetrace.org/2022/12/accidental-shootings-cdc-data-children/
http://www.enoughplays.com

and nearly 200 injuries. Most of these occur when guns are kept in the home,

especially when they're unlocked and loaded. Simple safety measures-or no gun
in the home at all-could have made all the difference.

Firearm suicides-of which 90% of attempts are fatal-are on the rise across the

nation, and it is a particular problem for youth. Suicide is the third leading cause

of death for young Americans ages 10-24; firearm suicide makes up over one-
third of all youth gun deaths and nearly half of suicides among young people. In

2020, that rate hit a 20-year high, and it continues to rise-especially among

children of color.

80% of firearm suicides by children 18 and younger involve a gun belonging to a

family member. The risk of suicide is 4 to 10 times higher in homes that have guns

versus those that do not. From accidental shootings to intentional self-harm, guns
in the home all too often spell disaster for our youth-and 911 dispatchers like in A
Call for Help are the first to hear about it.

In the face of this rising tide of violence and a lack of structural support, it's no
wonder that emergency telecommunicators are struggling with mental health.
Who else are the “forgotten victims” of gun violence, who feel the effects
but don’t get noticed? How can we include them in the conversation?

ENOUGH! | enoughplays.com 2023 AUDIENCEGUIDE 10


https://www.cnn.com/2023/06/26/health/children-accidental-shootings/index.html
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M19-1324
https://everytownresearch.org/report/the-rise-of-firearm-suicide-among-young-americans/
https://everytownresearch.org/report/the-rise-of-firearm-suicide-among-young-americans/
https://everytownresearch.org/issue/suicide/
https://everytownresearch.org/issue/suicide/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/youth-suicide-firearm-highest-rate-in-20-years-everytown-report/
https://www.thetrace.org/2022/02/firearm-suicide-rate-cdc-data-teen-mental-health-research/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/21198329/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/21198329/
https://publications.aap.org/patiented/article/doi/10.1542/peo_document369/82026/Teen-Suicide-and-Guns?autologincheck=redirected
http://www.enoughplays.com

'HE SMILES BEHIND

by Niarra C. Bell

‘on ertlng the Play :

“| decided to focus on gun violence in relation toithe “ .
relationship betweén African Americans and the police because
this is the kind of gunViolence that | most.connect with. | have
been aware of this type of gun violence since |- was achild, so |
felt passionate to write about:t'when given the opportunity.”

Start a Dialogue

The Smiles Behind shows the providential intervention of a
young Black girl on behalf of her brother, who is'being pursued
by an armed police officer after a fatal robbery. How did the
play’s portrayal of a police encounter with two Black children
make you feel? What sensations, emotions, or images came to
you as you experienced the play?

Continue the Conversation...

A 16-year study showed that Black and Latine children were
significantly more likely to be killed by police than white children, with
Black children being six times more likely to die and Latine children
three times more likely. What do you think would be different about
the circumstances of this play had Kay been white?

Do police make you feel safe? Would you feel more or less safe if
police were not armed with guns? Is there a world where policing and
guns do not go hand in hand? Why or why not?

Numbers Don’t Lie

O 976 1in1.000

How many more young Black people have been shot and About how many Black men
American men (ages 15-34) are  killed by police in the last year.5 and boys in America can
killed by police shootings than expect to die at the hands of

young white American men.4 police.¢

ENOUGH! | enoughplays.com 2023 AUDIENCE GUIDE 11


https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/guns-crime/reports/2018/05/04/450343/americas-youth-fire/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/investigations/police-shootings-database/#database-header
https://www.latimes.com/science/story/2019-08-15/police-shootings-are-a-leading-cause-of-death-for-black-men

Know Their Names.
Know Their Stories.
Honor Their Legacies.

Wikipedia has reported killed while unarmed by non-
military law enforcement officers in the United States. Events are listed whether they
took place in the line of duty or not, and regardless of reason or method.

In Know Their Names, Al Jazeera created an profiling Black men
and women killed at the hands of the police. They document what they were doing,
what was known about the shooting, and what action was taken.

to share the stories of a number of Black men
and women killed by police by turning them into short comics that powerfully give
the viewer a glimpse into who these people were, what happened, and what came
next.

(]
Dlg Deeper Click on the text in orange to bring you to the article.

What is police brutality? Amnesty International offers a definition and explores
cases in the US and around the world.

Mapping Police Violence records every police-related death in the United States.
Take a deep dive into the history of policing in America with NPR's Throughline.
Hear about the “origins of American policing and how those origins put violent control

of Black Americans at the heart of the system.”

Explore this Atlantic article that outlines some of the ideas on police reform in
American.

ENOUGH! | enoughplays.com 2023 AUDIENCE GUIDE 12



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_Americans
https://interactive.aljazeera.com/aje/2020/know-their-names/index.html
https://www.instagram.com/thefakepan/?hl=en
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/police-brutality/
https://mappingpoliceviolence.org/
https://www.npr.org/2020/06/03/869046127/american-police?fbclid=IwAR0PnWjHbGviEqIXB4cWNQhBYdJuEiSPU4zQHVQ2U3dt1QwJPYSMMBu2Ld4
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/06/how-actually-fix-americas-police/612520/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/06/how-actually-fix-americas-police/612520/

WRITER SPOTLIGHT

When Niarra C. Be" (she/her) of Hampton, Virginia, thinks about the

kind of future she wants to write about, her answer is simple: “In my story,” she

says-in that future- “people would just be people.”

It's a theme that resounds in Niarra’s playwriting debut, The Smiles Behind: when
people are allowed to “just be people”-to be fully in touch with their humanity,
and to be seen as fully human by others-moments of grace can happen. Tragedy
can be averted. And it's what Niarra believes can help solve the gun violence
epidemic.

"| feel that whenever gun violence is discussed, there's a group of people who are
concerned about losing the guns,” she says. “I would like to move the
conversation about gun violence away from preserving the guns and more
towards protecting the people.”

Last year, while a student at Kecoughtan High School, Niarra's teacher and
mentor, Mrs. Tracy Bourne, assigned her class to write ten-minute plays about gun
violence and encouraged them to submit to ENOUGH!. Niarra knew right away
what she wanted to write about: “l decided to focus on gun violence in relation to
the relationship between African Americans and the police because this is the
kind of gun violence that | most connect with,” she says. “l have been aware of this
type of gun violence since | was a child, so | felt passionate to write about it when
given the opportunity.

ENOUGH! | enoughplays.com 2023 AUDIENCE GUIDE 13
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The Smiles Behind dramatizes a powerful encounter between a young African-
American girl named Lay and an armed police officer pursuing her older brother.
While Niarra's play infuses hope and empathy into a crisis setting, the reality of
such encounters can be very bleak: police encounters with Black children are six
times more likely to be fatal than with white children. Boys, in particular, are at a
much higher risk.

It takes some remarkable intervention on Lay's part to interrupt this pattern of
police brutality threatening her beloved brother, and to guide the police officer to
remember both her brother’'s humanity and his own. But if Niarra’s vision for the
future becomes reality, and people-especially children-are allowed to “just be,”
and be seen, perhaps it will make reaching for a gun harder and reaching for
common understanding easier.

It's no wonder, then, that one of Niarra's major literary influences is another
visionary writer: Maya Angelou. “Her writing is extremely powerful, and you can
feel her strength as a woman in her words,” says Niarra. “As an African American
woman, Maya Angelou inspired and continues to inspire me to find my own
strength in my writing.”

Niarra began writing in 7th grade after becoming a regular visitor to her school
library. “I wanted to write just like the authors whose works | was reading,” she
remembers. Along with Angelou, some of Niarra's favorite works include Twelve
Angry Jurors, The Play That Goes Wrong, and-a fan favorite among ENOUGH!
Winners this year-Macbeth.

We look forward to sharing The Smiles Behind with the world through the
Nationwide Reading in November, and to reading more of Niarra’s work as she

continues to write the future she wishes to see.

BEYOND THE PLAY

The violence that all too often accompanies police encounters with children of
color has become more widely documented in recent years. The data is
dismaying, to say the least.

ENOUGH! | enoughplays.com 2023 AUDIENCE GUIDE 14
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One troubling statistic involves the adultification of Black youth. Research shows
that Black children are estimated to be an average of 4.5 years older than
they actually are. (This is not the case for white children.) This contributes to
the alarming pattern of police officers treating Black youth much more severely
than white youth exhibiting the same behaviors at the same age. Examples
include twelve-year-old Tamir Rice, who was described as “a guy with a gun”

before being killed by police for holding a toy pistol, and the nine-year-old
Rochester girl who was told to “stop acting like a child” as officers violently
detained her.

In The Smiles Behind, Lay's brother Kay is under suspicion of being involved in a
fatal robbery because of his proximity to the crime when it happened. The officer,
Jeff, immediately draws his weapon on Kay, who is fleeing in fear. This split-
second assumption of Kay's culpability-and his level of “threat” to the officer-
echoes the same assumptions that have claimed the lives of Black men and boys
like Philando Castile, Michael Brown, Daunte Wright, Willie McCoy, and more
than a hundred others.

Along with the very real threat to Kay's life, though, this situation also represents
the epidemic of race-based trauma Black youth experience before they even
reach adulthood. Niarra herself describes police violence against African
Americans as something she's “been aware of since [she] was a child.” Repeated
exposure to police brutality-directly or vicariously-has been linked to many long-

term psychological effects and trauma responses

in children, and the over-policing of

predominantly Black neighborhoods increases the

likelihood of these violent encounters
exponentially.

The Smiles Behind gives us a glimpse of a
different kind of public safety, focusing less on
snap judgments and more on careful, empathetic
truth-seeking, with a young Black girl leading the
way toward healing. But in the absence of such a
providential encounter, what steps can we take
to protect Black and Brown children like Kay
from becoming the next heartbreaking
hashtag? How do we foreground them in
discussing public safety, policing, and
preventing gun violence?
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THE MA'ITERAT HAND

by Valentlne Wulf

'a(t'

On ertmg the Play

“| wanted to focus on the meffectuallty of most adults to actually
address the violence embedded.in Amencan tulture. Sure, e can
“ spread positivity or.arm teachers or baff§gary gufis...but none of
_those are real solutions. Baia gun? Kid'sigoing to shoottp.a school
, with:another. Arm teachers? And train themshow? We barely have the
¥ fun |‘ng for special ed programs, let alone special’ops..What We need
“"to be doing is examining what'it is about our-cultare that'fuels people

to.do this”

Start a Dialogue

In The Matter at Hand, desensitized adults.get.weapons of their
own while milquetoast anti-bullying campaigns do nothing to
preventmore school shootings. How do we avoid
desensitization on-one end-and hopelessness on the other=in
the face of gun violence:in schools?

Continue the Conversation...

Research suggests that arming teachers not only won'’t prevent shootings
but would actually make things worse by increasing accidental shootings
and complicating law enforcement’s ability to respond. Further:studies show
that unarmed civilians have had much greater success at stoppinga threat
than armed ones. How can we better empower staff and students to be safe
without introducing more weapons?

The Matter at Hand uses satire and dark comedy to make a serious point
about some of the suggested solutions to gun violence in schools. How did
this style of storytelling land on you? What did you notice about your
response? How can creative, sardonic, or even scathing storytelling
influence listeners differently than traditional news?

Numbers Don’t Lie

0% 37

of teachers surveyed by the National Education school staff members — including janitors,
Association are worried a mass shooting could  coaches, security officers and bus drivers — have
happen at their school.” been shot and killed in schools since 1999.8
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Know Their Names.
Know Their Stories.
Honor Their Legacies.

The National Memorial to Fallen Educators is a permanent tribute to those who lost
their lives in the line of duty. From their website: “Throughout our history, educators
have perished in the line of duty from accidents, violence or from the global
coronavirus pandemic. Some lost their lives while protecting students. All of them left
this earth heroes.”

View the names and read their stories online at

(]
Dlg Deeper Click on the text in orange to bring you to the article.

‘Teaching in the Age of School Shootings’ by The New York Times provides excellent first
hand accounts of what it's like for teachers to come back to school and teach in the aftermath
of a deadly incident of gun violence.

Teachers are already stressed. But along with testing standards, parent relationships and
growing class sizes, teachers and school staff in the post-Columbine era are increasingly
worried about keeping their students -- and themselves -- safe from shootings and other
violence.

The Insider dives into some of the practices being asked of teachers and parents at certain
schools, including providing buckets of kitty litter so students can go to the bathroom in
a lockdown.

Students and teachers are writing wills in case they are killed in a school shooting.

Research has shown that if teachers carry guns into schools children are likely to access
those guns.

Proposals to arm teachers will likely result in additional costs for training teachers, putting
an additional financial burden on school districts and, ultimately, on taxpayers.
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Valentine playing Victoria Frankenstein in an adaptation of Frankenstein

/ ‘ I N

WRITER SPOTLIGHT

valentine WUIf'S first play, written in fifth grade, was about a family

of sheep who accidentally discover they enjoy the taste of lamb. This affinity for

dark, absurdist comedy carries through to her winning ENOUGH! play, The
Matter at Hand, which playwright and selection committee member David
Henry Hwang called “sort of a Waiting for Godot of gun violence,” at once both
"hilarious” and “chilling.”

This Seattle, WA native, now a student at Bennington College, traces some of this
to her influences, which range from Edward Gorey and Dr. Seuss to Stanley
Kubrick and The Twilight Zone. Valentine's impressive use of satire and brutal
humor, paired with her searing indictment of adult inaction, will make any
audience member take a good hard look at the problem of gun violence and
their role in preventing it...or, even accidentally, promoting it.

“I wanted to focus on the ineffectuality of most adults to actually address the
violence embedded in American culture,” she says. "How do so many young
people become radicalized to the point of mass murder without intervention?
What we need to be doing is examining what it is about our culture that fuels
people to do this.”

Valentine says she does put much stock in many of the ideas people insist will
curb gun violence, from spreading positivity to arming teachers to banning
“scary” guns. "We barely have the funding for special ed programs, let alone
special ops,” Valentine says. If teachers are armed, she continues, “we'll have a
bunch of untrained adults fumbling around with firearms.”
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This is the exact problem sociologists worry about whenever that proposal comes
up. Research already shows that arming “school resource officers”-who had

training with firearms-did not demonstrably deter violent crime. Throwing
under-trained teachers into the mix raises serious concerns about increasing
students’ access to loaded weapons, destroying students’ feelings of safety,
and exposing students and staff alike to higher rates of violence, both
intentional and accidental.

Valentine thinks one thing might do some actual good in the stalemate around
gun violence. “l want people to have a conversation with someone who radically
disagrees with them and gain a genuine understanding of the other person’s
point of view,” she says. “And then | want people to get off Twitter and start
actually researching guns, gun culture, and gun legislation.” Because most
people, she believes, “have no idea what they're actually talking about.”

Sometimes art delights us, sometimes art haunts us, and sometimes art arrests us.
The Matter at Hand manages to do all of this with eviscerating precision. Valentine
says her next play is a musical she is co-writing about a PTA mom who "may or
may not be hiding a war criminal in her home.” We have no doubt that wherever
Valentine turns her pen next, she's sure to delight, haunt, and arrest her readers

again.

BEYOND THE PLAY

Despite extensive training, even law enforcement officers don't always exercise
sound judgment when it comes to using guns. Is it any wonder that most law
enforcement experts therefore agree that school staff should not carry guns?

Educators are expert at teaching young people - spending years in school to
acquire the requisite know-how to do so. They're not expert at handling weapons,
lacking the training and accompanying tactical knowledge which trained law
enforcement personnel develop through years of formal as well as on-the-job
training.

Bottom line: an armed teacher cannot, in a moment of extreme duress and
confusion, be expected to transform into a specially trained law enforcement
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officer. Indeed, an armed teacher is more likely to shoot a student bystander
or be shot by responding law enforcement than to stop an active shooter in
a school.

When a teacher is carrying a gun, there is also a much greater chance of a

negligent discharge. Or a misplaced weapon. Or a bad actor getting hold of that

weapon. Or children accessing those guns (the majority of gun incidents in

schools have involved adults’ firearms being accessible to students).
There's more.

Armed civilians can also complicate law enforcement’s response. A former Dallas

police chief explained why: “We don’t know who the good guy is versus who
the bad guy is if everyone starts shooting.”

Similarly, Colorado, law enforcement noted that shoppers drawing weapons in
self-defense “absolutely” slowed the process of identifying the suspect. when a

man shot and killed three people at a Walmart.

The FBI found that in 160 active shooter incidents, there was only one
successful armed civilian intervention—-and the civilian in that incident was a
highly trained U.S. Marine. In contrast, unarmed civilians successfully intervened
in over 20 incidents.

Moreover, proposals to arm teachers will likely result in additional costs for

training teachers, as will the added insurance costs (assuming a school can even

obtain such insurance; schools allowing employees to carry guns have had
difficulty obtaining insurance coverage.)

Given this context, is it no surprise that most professional education
organizations, including major national teacher and school administrator

organizations, reject the call to arm teachers? Or that the National Association of

School Resource Officers, American Bar Association, and national school

psychologist and school social work associations also oppose this call?

Arming teachers wont just cost money and time. Most important, it won't
save lives. The Matter at Hand underscores the absurdity of this “solution”
through biting satire. But it also begs the question, how can we better
empower staff and students to be safe without introducing more weapons?
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<NO PROSPERING
- WEAPONS

by Justm Cameron Washlngton

E F

On ertlng the Play

“Artist XXXtentacion was oné of those people tHat was"looked
up to™bya 13 year boylike.myself at the'time:::So when young
me hedard about his passing to-gun violence, | was deyastated.
My adolescent soul wondered why would 86meone wantto do
such,a thing...[l wrote this play] to-soimewhat answer the
duestion thirteen year old Justin didn't'have the answers tos’

Start a Dialogue

No Prospering Weapons examines the cyclical nature“of gun
violence, especially when poverty and structural inequity enter
the picture.'How can we address the factors that lead people-to
seek violence as a solution WITHOUT turning to more guns?

¥ Continue the Conversation...

What role do community spaces (such as places of worship, as in No
Prospering Weapons) play in healing communities afflicted by
violence? What can your workplace/neighborhood/church do to
prevent violence by addressing community needs?

No Prospering Weapons uses hip hop and poetry to tell the story of
two fathers caught in the cycle of violence. What role do you think the
arts can play in generating action and change?

Numbers Don’t Lie

9,000 30 5x

Nearly the number of Black Black Americans are killed by The amount young Black
Americans who die by gun guns everyday.10 Americans (ages 15-19) are
homicide every year, a rate 11x more likely to be murdered by
higher than that of white guns than young white
Americans.? Americans.1
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Know Their Names.
Know Their Stories.
Honor Their Legacies.

According to CNN, gun violence has killed at least

20 years old | Deerfield Beach, Florida 36 years old | Memphis, Tennessee
June 18,2018 November 17, 2021
33 years old | Los Angeles, CA 30 years old | Los Angeles, CA
March 31,2019 September 12, 2022
20 years old | Hollywood Hills, CA 28 years old | Houston, TX
February 19, 2020 November 1, 2022

26 years old | Atlanta, GA
March 13, 2020

(]
Dlg Deeper Click on the text in orange to bring you to the article.

In Hip-Hop is Not the Problem, 34th Street examines how the deaths of young
rappers are not being treated as a tragedy, but rather as another reason for critics to
vilify the hip-hop genre.

A.D. Carson, a rap artist and scholar, explains how the music is just a mirror reflecting
back the larger issue of gun violence that plagues all of America in this NPR
interview.

Everytown addresses the disproportionate challenges for Black communities and

outlines possible solutions in its report Impact of Gun Violence on Black
Americans.
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WRITER SPOTLIGHT

Justin Cameron Washington (he/him) of Rochester Hills,

Michigan has been writing for as long as he can remember. But when the
pandemic hitin 2020, he started to see writing as a personal tool for the first time,
thanks in part to some special gifts he received from family: a copy of Spike Lee’s
film Do the Right Thing from his brother, and headphones and a music streaming
service from his parents.

Do the Right Thing, Justin says, “led me to write premature stories in Google docs
with Spike Lee always in mind.” And the headphones? “[They] led me to listen to
mass amounts of music, which would call me to write a nice amount of poetry and
verses.”

Justin’s abilities not only as a playwright but also as a poet and lyricist come
through vividly in his winning play, No Prospering Weapons. Combining the
musicality of hip-hop and the drama of theatre, No Prospering Weapons is the
haunting story of two men caught in a cycle of greed, glory, and gun violence that
Justin felt compelled to explore after seeing musicians he admired get caught in
that same cycle.

“The artist XXXTentacion was one of those people that was ‘looked up to’ by a
thirteen-year-old boy like myself” Justin remembers. “"He obtained a mass
amount of influence with youth with his reliability and comforting music. So when
young me heard about his passing to gun violence, | was devastated. My
adolescent soul wondered why would someone want to do such a thing.”
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As Justin researched XXXTentacion’s death, he learned about the similar fates of
iconic artists like Tupac Shakur and The Notorious B.I.G. “This was nothing new,”
Justin says he realized then. “These people were taken due to the hate of a gun.
They were people of high influence and status. And [they] were taken by people
that would easily have shared a community with them.”

It was “no hesitation,” therefore, for Justin to make this the focus of his play: “To
somewhat answer the question thirteen-year-old Justin didn't have the answers

"

to.

Justin says he draws much of his creative inspiration from family, friends, and his
own imagination. His first published piece, “Please Don't Mind My Mind,” was a
short story about mental health he wrote and performed for Mosaic Youth Theatre
in Detroit. He is currently writing a new play about the constant movement of
time. “Time is rarely appreciated until it's already ticked,” Justin says, a theme that
also plays out in No Prospering Weapons.

For a writer who is deeply influenced by music, it's no surprise that two of Justin’s
favorite plays are musicals: Hamilton and Matilda. “"But Everybody by Branden
Jacobs Jenkins really takes the cake for me personally,” he adds.

Justin may not be the thirteen-year-old he once was, grappling with the murder of
an artist he admired, but the violence that shook him then has not yet abated, and
the future he wants to see-and write about-is not yet built. “In a perfect world and
script, there would be no guns,” he envisions. “Characters in this futuristic society
would use their words to tackle issues, and would have a small enough ego and

large enough sensitivity to simply let an issue go.”

BEYOND THE PLAY

Justin's shock, grief, and confusion after the death of XXXTentacion-and, more
recently, the rapper Takeoff-is reflective of many Americans’ experiences after
someone they know (or know of) is gunned down. And with the exponential rise
of gun violence across the country, more and more individuals and communities
are grappling with the trauma related to gun deaths.
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Research has shown that gun violence survivors experience more severe and

lasting mental health effects, including PTSD, than those who experience violence

by other means. And it's not limited just to those directly impacted; even people
who witness, hear about, or are simply in proximity to gun violence suffer varying
degrees of gun-related trauma. It's not an exaggeration to say that for every gun
death in America, thousands of people are impacted.

Both of the characters in No Prospering Weapons have experienced gun-related
trauma themselves before ever even meeting. Both of them have young children
and families. The character Up-and-Coming is an rising artist whose music can be
heard blasting from speakers throughout his community-not unlike the seven
rising-star rappers that have been killed by qun violence since 2018. And so the
gun violence that brings Up-and-Coming and Down-and-Falling together will
have ripple effects that extend far beyond the two who were actually in the

room when it happened, wounding families, neighbors, friends, and fans for
years to come.

Everytown Research and Policy defines community trauma as resulting from “the

accumulation and interaction of many forms of violence, including gun violence,”
as well as structural violence like poverty, underinvestment in healthcare and
housing, and over-policing. Hundreds of years of state-sanctioned oppression
has meant that Black communities are faced with this kind of violence and
trauma at significantly higher rates than white communities: eleven times
higher, in fact. Gun violence exacerbates existing racial injustice and makes it
even more deadly.

There is a haunting inevitability with which Up-and-Coming contemplates his fate
in No Prospering Weapons. But for Down-and-Falling, he knows up to the very
end that he could have made a different choice. The tension of external pressures
and internal agency is a central theme in this remarkable play. What kind of
violence are we willing to accept as “inevitable”? What will it take for us all
to make a different choice?
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LIGHTNING STRIKE

by Amanda Fagan
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On ertmg the Play St 14

“t decided to write somethmg that reflected my own fears about
mass shootings, My, school got.several shootlng threats’ast
yeafzand even got'put in hard Iockdown after getting’swatted. |
needed &n outlet to express my fearsithat one day it wouldn't
“just beta threat.” :

Start;a Dialogue

In Lightning Strike, we begin with a memory.of'Hallie's first
active shooter drill,at age seven, and we.end with hersson’s first
active shooter drill, also at age seven. Reflect on your-first-time
experiencing or learning about.an “active shooter drill.” Where
were you—at school, work, your'place of worship?-Who was
there/who told you about it—your teacher, your child, your
coworker? What did you feel at the time?

Continue the Conversation...

What happens for you when you hear about another school shooting?
What feelings emerge (both emotions and physical sensations)?

What role do the voices of school shooting survivors play in our
national discourse about gun violence? Should that role look
different? If so, how?

Numbers Don’t Lie

6.7% S57% 95%

of students in one study of teens worry a shooting of American public schools
reported they missed class in  could happen at their school.13  drilled students on lockdown
the previous month because procedures in the 15-16 school
they felt unsafe at school.2 year.14 In 05-06, only 40% did.15
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Know Their Names.
Know Their Stories.
Honor Their Legacies.

Since , there had been 14 deadly mass school shootings with four or
more victims.

Virginia 32 April 16,2007
Connecticut 26 December 14,2012
Texas 21 May 24, 2022
Flordia 17 February 14,2018
Texas 10 May 18,2018
Oregon 9 October 1, 2015
California 7 April 2, 2012
Minnesota 7 March 21, 2005
Tennessee 6 March 27,2023
California 5 June 7,2013
Illinois 5 February 14, 2008
Pennsylvania 5 October 2, 2006
Michigan 4 November 30, 2021
Washington 4 October 24, 2014

Dig Deeper Click on the text in orange to bring you to the article.

Stanford University explored the impacts of surviving a school shooting had on the
mental health, education, and earnings of American youth.

Good Morning American asked more than a dozen school shootings survivors to
write letters to the next school shooting survivors.
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WRITER SPOTLIGHT

Amanda Fagan (she/her) from Billings, Montana has been writing

stories since she was barely out of kindergarten. By age seven, she had already
made it her goal to be a published author. Since then, she's upped the challenge:
to be a published author...before graduating high school.

Now a senior at Billings West, Amanda is on track to meet that goal with her
remarkable playwriting debut, Lightning Strike, which will be published in the
2023 ENOUGH! anthology and featured in the Nationwide Reading. She learned
about the contest through a newsletter from the International Thespian Society
and decided ENOUGH! could be an outlet not just for her writing skills, but also
for navigating her fears about mass shootings.

"My school got several shooting threats last year and even got put in hard
lockdown after getting SWATted,” Amanda shared with us. “| needed an outlet to
express my fears that one day it wouldn't just be a threat.”

In Lightning Strike, a school shooting survivor named Hallie struggles to move
forward from the tragedy that, statistics say, was less likely to happen than getting
struck by lightning. But, as Hallie realizes, statistics don't mean much once it's
happened to you. And for school-aged kids across America, the likelihood feels
higher and higher every day. There were more school shootings in 2022 than
any year since Columbine: 46 in just one year, killing 34 students and adults
from January to December.
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The fictional Hallie represents the more than 356,000 real students who have

experienced gun violence at school since 1999. Hundreds of thousands of young

people, many of whom watched friends and teachers die in front of them in a
place that was supposed to be safe. That's a lot of lightning strikes after all.

Like Hallie, Amanda knows the problem is complex and will require an equally
complex response. But she has ideas. “The best thing would be a national assault
weapons ban, but | understand in today’s climate that's not going to happen
overnight,” she says. “For now, even things like mandatory background checks
and waiting periods would be an improvement.”

Though Lightning Strike has brought Amanda closer to her dream of being a
published author, it does not, she says, represent the future she wants to live in: “I
would like to write a story where small children do not have to participate in
active shooter drills. | would like to write a story where kids don't get shot and
killed in school.”

For her next play, Amanda is considering trying her hand at historical fiction,
possibly in the era of World War II: after all, her favorite plays include Auschwitz
Lullaby by James C. Wall and Sending Down the Sparrows by Laura Lundgren
Smith (along with Almost, Maine by John Cariani and Macbeth). She credits her
9th grade English teacher, Mr. Matthew Rockeman, with helping keep her
inspiration alive. “[He] has been a very positive influence on my passion for
storytelling,” she says.

If we've learned anything about Amanda so far, it's that she knows how to follow
through on a goal. She plans to study history and creative writing at the University
of Montana Missoula, and we have no doubt she will continue to use her gifts as a
storyteller to captivate audiences and spread a message with courage and

conviction.

BEYOND THE PLAY

While dying in a school shooting may statistically be as rarer than being struck by
lightning, experiencing a school shooting is becoming increasingly more likely. In
fact, in 2022 alone, more than 43,000 U.S. children were exposed to gunfire at

school.
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Read that again. 43,000.

Award-winning playwright and ENOUGH! Play Selection Committee member
Idris Goodwin said of Lightning Strike, “[T]lhis narrator’'s guilt and trauma
[offer] a reminder that survivors carry a different kind of wound.” A wound
that, each year, thousands more American children have to live with.

Researchers are finally beginning to investigate the long-term effects such
violence can have on school shooting survivors. A 2020 study showed that youth
antidepressant usage spiked in areas that had experienced a school
shooting, with the most significant increase linked to fatal shootings. What's
more, that usage persisted for over three years post-shooting, signaling lasting
psychiatric trauma requiring long-term care.

Additional studies have shown that, all things being equal, schools that have
experienced a shooting (even a nonfatal one) see higher numbers of chronic
absenteeism and more students held back a grade in the year or two

following the shooting. These trends continued even as the children grew up,
leading to lower graduation rates, lower rates of college attendance, lower rates
of employment into their 20s, and even lower salaries-one section of the study
estimated that a student exposed to a school shooting could expect to earn
$115,000 less in their lifetime than a student who was not.

Hallie's experience in Lightning Strike is frighteningly indicative of the reality so
many American students are struggling to live with-a reality so many others, like
Amanda, are concerned about having to face one day.

The discussion about gun violence, especially in schools, is not complete when
we focus only on the number of fatalities. The lifelong ramifications for survivors
deserve attention, care, and sweeping change.

v

Al
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A DISORDERLY HOUSE

Al Lo bySam Lee Victor
»;On ertlng the Play 4

i dont ‘think itis a surane that it is.a bad tlme to be trans. W|th the:,
focusmg on-anything: else A needed to wrtfe acplay that highlights the
1. actaal people that are bemg affected by these crimes:..As trans
ix ‘People, we're not thesé-scaryshormone mansters that aré éut to
inddCtrinate the nation. We are'people, with families, friendsy
struggles, dreams, plans, with everything: | hope this.play.ean
highlight that, and.help people empathize with us.

Start a Dialogue

n A Disorderly House, two parents grapple with,the aftermath of their
transgender child’s murder: Data shows that hate crimes-against
LGBTQIA+ people are dramatically on the rise,-and trans-people in
particular are 2.5 times more likely to be victims of violent ‘crime than
cisgender people. What do you think'is contributing'to this'disturbing
trend? What can individuals and communities-do to stop'it?

Continue the Conversation...

Victim-blaming occurs when the victim is held responsible for the crime
because of something they did or didn’t do, like what they were 'wearing.
Have you experienced, witnessed, or even participated in victim-blaming?
How has this tactic been used to stall the conversation around violence
against women (trans and cis) and queer people?

Mass shootings at LGBTQIA+ spaces such as the Pulse shooting in Orlando
and the Club Q shooting in Colorado Springs have led many people,
especially of marginalized identities, to fear attending social events. Have

you ever felt worried about the prospect of a shooting while attending a
public gathering? How did you respond?

Numbers Don’t Lie

30fd 2.5x 93%

Nearly 3 out of 4 homicides of Trans people are 2.5x more increase of known

trans people are with a likely to be victims of violence transgender killings from
firearm.16 as cisgender people.1? 2017-2021. 73% of those
people were killed with a

firearm.18
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Know Their Names.
Know Their Stories.
Honor Their Legacies.

Since 2013, the Human Rights Campaign has tracked incidents of fatal transgender
violence. From their website: "These victims, like all of us, are loving partners, parents,
family members, friends and community members. They worked, went to school and
attended houses of worship. They were real people — people who did not deserve to
have their lives taken from them.”

View the names and read their stories online at:

(]
Dlg Deeper Click on the text in orange to bring you to the article.

The Human Rights Campaign’s report Dismantling a Culture of Violence
“demonstrates how anti-transgender stigma, denial of opportunity and increased risk
factors compound to create a culture of violence -- and provides clear ways that each
of us can directly make an impact to make our society a safer place for transgender
and gender non-conforming people.”

Increase your understanding of the transgender community with this guide from the
Human Rights Campaign.

Everytown outlines how anti-LGBTQ+ bias and guns are taking the lives of countless
LGBTQ+ people.

TransLash tells trans stories to save trans lives, creating trans-affirming content,
valuable resources, and events, by leveraging the power of journalism and personal

narratives.

Listen to the Red, Blue, and Brady podcast episode on Gun Violence and the
Murder of Black Trans Women.
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WRITER SPOTLIGHT

when Sam Lee ViCtor (he/him) started writing Glee fan-fiction under

his desk during middle-school English class, he didn't necessarily know it would
lead him to one day write for the theatre. But after his work was stolen on WattPad
by someone under the pseudonym “Blaine,” Sam exhibited the most vital trait of
all successful artists: perseverance. He kept writing, forging ahead into a new
genre-novellas-before finding his way to playwriting.

“| think the theatre is such a great medium because it's a living and breathing art
form,” says Sam. “It's art that changes based on the day, and you never get the
same performance twice. There's nothing else like that!”

Sam'’s signature perseverance has also helped him form an impressive habit:
reading a play a day, every day, for two years now. “Reading so many plays has
exposed me to countless different voices-helping me develop my own,” he says.

A New Jersey native now studying at University of North Carolina School of the
Arts, Sam knew exactly what he wanted to write about when he learned about
ENOUGH!. “I don't think it is a surprise that it is a bad time to be trans,” he shares.
“Whenever | turn on the TV and watch the news, or God forbid go on Twitter, all |
see are debates around whether or not | should be allowed to exist. People’s lives
are being threatened-taken-because of their gender identity. | needed to write a
play that highlights the actual people that are being affected by these crimes.”
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By the time this piece was written, at least 19 trans and gender nonconforming

people have been murdered in the United States in 2023 alone. Between 2017
and 2021, the number of homicides of transgender people nearly doubled, with

firearms driving this rapid increase in fatalities. Given how violence against
LGBTQ+ people can be underreported, the actual numbers may be higher.

Sam is already working on his next play, this time focusing on trans medical care,
which is under attack in many states nationwide. However, he really wants his
work after that to highlight something that his current plays-and U.S. media-
do not: trans joy.

“We rarely see trans people in our media, and when we do-they're always
struggling with their identity or facing heaps of discrimination,” says Sam. “That
isn't all there is to trans life, there is so much more. | want there to be more trans
joy in the world and want to highlight it in my work.”

A Disorderly House, Sam’s winning play, dives deeply into the pain that
ripples into families and communities when transphobia leads to violence.
It's a courageous piece that Sam also hopes can foreground humanity in a
way that’s often missing from mainstream media.

“As trans people, we're not these scary hormone monsters that are out to
indoctrinate the nation,” says Sam. “We are people, with families, friends,
struggles, dreams, plans, with everything. | hope this play can highlight that, and

help people empathize with us.”

BEYOND THE PLAY

Of the many communities facing heightened levels of violence in this country,
transgender Americans seem to be facing a greater risk each year, with trans
homicides increasing 93% in just four years between 2017 and 2021. /3% of
those victims were killed with a firearm. Right now, trans people are 2.5 times

more likely to be victims of violent crime than cisgender people.
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For people with intersecting oppressed identities, this violence skyrockets. 67% of
the trans people murdered in that four-year period were Black trans women, even

though they make up only about 13% of the trans population. Transmisogynoir-

the hatred of Black trans women that festers at the intersection of transphobia,
misogyny, and anti-Blackness-can be deadly and devastating.
Gun violence preys on the most vulnerable. On average, there are 69 hate crimes

with a firearm committed every single day, an increasing number of which are

targeted at queer people. But in addition, guns are a common means of death by
suicide, which is significantly and distressingly more common among the
LGBTQ+ community. It it estimated that almost 40% of trans people attempt

suicide in their lifetime, and trans adults are five times more likely to attempt it

than cis adults.

The plague of gun violence is incompatible with the promises of life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness that are supposed to be protected by our Constitution.
Saying enough to gun violence is intrinsically bound up with the liberation
and protection of LGBTQ+ people; Black, Brown, and Indigenous people;
women; children; and all of us. But it's up to us to demand a world where Sam’s
goal of foregrounding trans joy rather than suffering can be possible.
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RESOURCES

How does gun violence impacts YOUR community?

Gun Violence Archive This resource provides raw data on gun-related incidents in the United States. Among
the statistics it tracks are the ages of individuals involved in gun violence, officer-involved incidents, suicides, and
mass shootings, with maps that indicate where these incidents happened. Each incident is numbered and

connected to an article or source that verifies the incident. Search your city or state HERE.

An Atlas of American Gun Violence Nine years. 330,000 shootings. How has gun violence marked your
corner of the country? This map was built with data collected by the Gun Violence Archive, and the incidents
collected in this map cover the time period between January 1, 2014, and December 31, 2022.

EveryStat for Gun Safety From the website: “Although the impact of gun violence is felt throughout the United
States, its contours vary widely by state, county, race and ethnicity, gender, and intent. EveryStat for Gun Safety was

designed for users to better understand how gun violence impacts the communities they care about.”

Federal Gun Laws

The National Firearms Act of 1934 - Imposes an excise tax and registration requirements on some firearms
(machine guns, short-barreled shotguns or rifles, and silencers).

The Gun Control Act of 1968 - Established a minimum age for firearms purchasers, stated all firearms must be
serialized, and expanded the categories of prohibited people.

The Firearms Owners’ Protection Act of 1986 - Legalized sales by licensed dealers away from their place
of business if at a “gun show” within their state, limited the number of dealer inspections conducted by the ATF
without a warrant, prevented the federal government from keeping a database of firearm dealer records, and
loosened what qualifies as "engaging in the business” of firearm sales for a federal license.

The Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act of 1993 - The current background check system in the U.S.,
which mandates federally licensed dealers to conduct an instant background check, which can be extended to a 3

day period when results are not clear.

The Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act (PLCAA) of 2005 - It largely insulates the gun industry
from civil liability action.

The Bipartisan Safer Communities Act of 2022 - Required additional steps in the background check
process for those 18-20 years of age on long gun purchases, clarify which gun dealers and sellers must obtain a
federal firearms license and conduct background checks, establish federal statutes to penalize straw purchases
and firearm trafficking, and prohibit persons who have been convicted of a violent misdemeanor against a “current

or recent former dating” partner for 5 years.
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State Gun Laws (and the States That Have Them)

UPDATED: 10/23/2023

Extreme Risk Laws Help prevent a person in crisis from harming themselves or others by temporarily removing
guns and prohibiting the purchase of firearms.

California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Hawaii, lllinois, Indiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, Nevada, New

Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, Washington, D.C.

Assault Weapon Bans An "assault weapon” refers to a semi-automatic gun designed for military use and quick,
efficient killing. Assault weapons are uniquely lethal because of their rapid rate of fire and high muzzle velocity —
coupled with large-capacity magazines, which attach to an assault weapon to allow dozens of gunshots without
needing to reload. A large-capacity magazine is typically defined as any magazine or drum that is capable of

holding more than either 10 or 15 rounds of ammunition.

Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, lllinois, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, Washington, D.C.

High Capacity Magazine Bans Large capacity magazines are often used in mass shootings because they
allow a shooter to keep firing many more rounds before stopping or pausing to reload, increasing casualties and

reducing victims’ ability to escape or intervene.

California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, Oregon, Rhode

Island, Vermont, Washington.

Universal Background Checks Though more than 90% of the American public supports background checks
for all gun sales, a dangerous and deadly loophole in federal gun laws still exempts unlicensed sellers from having
to perform any background check whatsoever before selling a firearm. With this loophole, guns easily find their
way into the hands of illegal buyers and gun traffickers, dramatically increasing the likelihood of gun homicides

and suicides.

California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Maryland, Nevada, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Oregon, Rhode

Island, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, Washington, D.C.

Ghost Gun Ban Ghost guns unserialized and untraceable firearms that can be bought online and assembled at
home. They are often sold through "ghost gun kits," which include all of the parts and often the equipment
necessary to build these weapons at home.

California, Connecticut, Hawaii, Nevada, New Jersey, Rhode Island, Washington, D.C.

Permit-to-Purchase *Applies to handgun sales only.

Hawaii, lllinois, Massachusetts, Michigan*, Nebraska*, New Jersey, North Carolina*, Oregon
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States that require a concealed carrying permit *Applicants must show they are suitable, commonly
known as “may-issue” laws.

California*, Colorado, Connecticut*, Delaware*, Hawaii*, Illinois, Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts* Michigan,

Minnesota, Nebraska, Nevada, New Jersey* New York*, New Mexico, North Carolina, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,

South Carolina, Virginia, Washington, Washington, D.C.* Wisconsin

States that allow Permitless Carry
Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, Florida, Idaho, Indiana, Georgia, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, Mississippi, Missouri,
Montana, New Hampshire, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, West Virginia,

Wyoming

Adopt Microstamping Technology for Firearms

California, New York

State Laws Broken Down by Region

Northeast
Require
Universal Concealed
Extreme Assault High Capacity =~ Background Carry
Risk Laws Weapons Ban Magazine Ban Checks Ghost Gun Ban Permitting

Maine

New Hampshire
Pennsylvania —
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Midwest

North Dakota

Ohio

South Dakota

Wisconsin

Require
Universal Concealed
Extreme Assault High Capacity Background Carry
Risk Laws Weapons Ban Magazine Ban Checks Ghost Gun Ban Permitting
Indiana
lowa
Kansas
Missouri

West

Require
Universal Concealed
Extreme Assault High Capacity = Background Carry
Risk Laws Weapons Ban Magazine Ban Checks Ghost Gun Ban Permitting

Alaska
Arizona
California

Colorado

Idaho

Montana
Nevada
New Mexico
Oregon
Utah

Washington

Wyoming

0
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South

Require
Universal Concealed
Extreme Assault High Capacity Background Carry
Risk Laws Weapons Ban Magazine Ban Checks Ghost Gun Ban Permitting
Alabama
Arkansas

District of
Columbia

Georgia

Kentucky

Louisiana

Mississippi
North Carolina
Oklahoma
South Carolina
Tennessee
Texas

West Virginia

[Eﬁ o GH Special thank you to Robert Schentrup and Grace Killian of
U . Team ENOUGH for compiling this research.
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Mental Health Resources

Writing about such heavy material can be challenging and draining. Make sure to check in
with how you feel and take breaks if necessary to keep yourself as emotionally healthy as
possible. Here are some resources to keep in your pocket for yourself or others.

[TEAM J Team ENOUGH - List of Mental Health Resources

E NOU@H This is a helpful compilation of resources for suicide prevention and crisis
*

intervention. Below are a few of the links available on that list.

5 Action Steps For Helping Someone In Emotional Pain
Coping Tips for Traumatic Events and Disasters

Strength After A resource for disaster survivors.

Suicide and Crisis Lifeline Online Resources for loss survivors.

Are you worried about a friend? Be proactive - use this resource provided by Sandy Hook Promise to

anonymously get someone the help they need.

Suicide & Crisis Lifeline
988

Disaster Distress Helpline
1-800-985-5990

Teen Line:
1-800-TLC-TEEN (852-8336) or Text TEEN to 839863

Goodman Theatre Chicago, IL i
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