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THE CAST
Christian Roe  Rabbit
Ashley Byam Boy
Peter Crook Narrator
Jason Carr  Piano
Lorenzo Roberts  Understudy

THE ARTISTS & PRODUCERS

Purni Morell

James Button

Jason Carr

Wilkie Branson

David W. Kidd

Sam Waddington
Kayleigh Heathcote
Julianna Brei-Crawley
Beth Ellen Spencer
Matt Ledbury

Director

Set & Costume Designer
Composer

Choreographer

Original Lighting Designer
Associate Lighting Designer
Stage Manager

Assistant Stage Manager
Assistant Stage Manager
Production Manager

With special thanks to Hannah Gordon for providing the voice of the fairy.

Flying by Foy

Cameras and video recorders may not be operated during the performance.
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A NOTE FROM COURTNEY SALE

Dear Friends,

Thank you for joining us for the third production of our
44th season, The Velveteen Rabbit. Margery Williams’
timeless story reminds us all of an important message:
love is a verb. The work of deepening kindness takes
evolving understanding and action. We are delighted to
share a warm work of art with families as we approach
the shortest days of the year.

The Velveteen Rabbit first came into my life when my mom
read the book to me as a child. | remember her patience and
loving tone between each page; comforting in her voice and
indulgent to my every question. That night | felt an indelible
responsibility to my toys, stuffed animals, friends, and family.
The opportunity to present this work to SCT audiences
means we all get to delight in a similar generosity.

This singular production comes to us from Purni Morell
and our friends at UK’s Unicorn Theatre. SCT and Unicorn
share a paramount value in the work we make for children
that will flatter both their intellect and imagination. This
endeavor included a rare opportunity for Seattle actors
Peter Crook and Lorenzo Roberts to rehearse in London
with the rest of the UK cast. We are overjoyed at this
partnership and hope this launches many collaborations
to come.

We wish you and your families a Happy Holiday Season.
Thank you for choosing to spend time with us as we lift
up the power of love, compassion, and empathy.

Enjoy the show!

Sincerely,

Artistic Director

encoremediagroup.com/programs
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25[/, Anniversary
Season

EVERGREEN CITY
BALLET

BELLEVUE | AUBURN | RENTON

PURCHASE TICKETS:

425.228.6800

King’s Schools

Where inspiration is as
important as education.

kingsschools.org
206.289.7783
Preschool — High School - Shoreline, WA

SEATTLE CHILDREN'S THEATRE

SEASON SPONSOR
MESSAGE

Seattle Children’s Theatre and Microsoft

share a passion for creativity, learning and
excellence. Year after year, Seattle Children’s
Theatre delivers high quality entertainment
that captivates the imaginations of young peo-
ple and their families, throughout the Pacific
Northwest. That’s why Microsoft Philanthropies
is proud to sponsor the 2018-2019 Season.

Community involvement is an integral part
of our culture at Microsoft. We support the
work of local nonprofits and encourage
employee investment and volunteerism.
Our employees respond in an incredible
way, volunteering thousands of hours and
contributing more than $60 million each
year to local nonprofits, including Seattle
Children’s Theatre.

A thriving arts and cultural scene, a network of
human services providers, and a world class
education system are critical to the continued
vitality and attractiveness of the Puget Sound
region. Through partnerships with organiza-
tions such as Seattle Children’s Theatre, we
aim to create an environment where the arts
will thrive for generations to come.

On behalf of Microsoft and our employees in the
Puget Sound area, we thank Seattle Children’s
Theatre for enriching our community.

Enjoy the show!
Mary Snapp

Corporate Vice President
Microsoft Philanthropies
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SYNOPSIS

Be warned: this synopsis has spoilers.

One Christmas, a Velveteen Rabbit sits in the top of a stocking, waiting to be given
as a present. He is perfect — fat and bunchy, with a shiny coat: just the way a toy
Rabbit should be. As soon as the Boy sees him, he loves him — but then guests
arrive and other presents are given and, in the mix of it all, the Rabbit is forgotten.

The Rabbit lives, as all toys do, in the Nursery, where he discovers that some

of the other toys are not as friendly as they could be. Some are newer or more
expensive than he, and they look down on him because he is a little shabby, or
(as far as they’re concerned) not particularly interesting. But one toy is kind to him:
the Skin Horse, who has lived in the nursery a long time, and is old and wise.

The Skin Horse explains to the Rabbit that being “real” is not about what tricks you
can do or how expensive you are, but about being loved. He says, “when a child
loves you, not just to play with, but really loves you, then you become Real”. Of course
the Rabbit longs for this to happen — but he’s still not truly sure what it means.

Like any child, the Boy plays in the Nursery: just the kinds of games children play,
like toy soldiers, or trains or blocks. And then Nanna appears. Nanna is the Boy’s
nurse or nanny (people had those in the olden days) — and she is very keen on
tidying up, which is an activity the toys all hate. So does the Boy, but he has to do
it. Once everything is tidied away, they go downstairs — but nobody notices the
Rabbit has been forgotten.

One evening, as the Boy is going to bed (which he also hates), Nanna tucks him
in as usual, but the Boy can’t find China Dog, which is the toy he always takes to
sleep. Nanna tries to find him but cannot, and in her hurry to get back downstairs
to the grown-ups, she picks the Rabbit up off the floor and tosses him into the
bed. For the first time, the Rabbit and the Boy are together — and it is the start of
something wonderful.

Like any friendship, it is, at first, a little bumpy — they have to learn to share the
bed and make space for both of them — but gradually they become best friends.
They play all kinds of games, and their adventures are amazing: they travel the
oceans and explore the jungles and deserts — they even conquer Everest. They
have so much fun, and their friendship is so exciting, that the Rabbit hardly notices
he is starting to get older, and his fur maybe isn’t as shiny as it used to be.

The next time it is bed time, Nanna tucks the Boy in as usual — but this time it's the
Rabbit the Boy asks for, because in his eyes the Rabbit is not a toy any more - he is
real, and a true friend. The Rabbit is so happy his heart could burst.

Now come the best days of their lives. In spring and summer the Boy and the Rabbit
can play outside games, like bows and arrows or hide and seek. One night, the Rabbit
is accidentally left outside, and, as it begins to get dark, two real rabbits emerge from
the bushes. He is excited to meet them, and they are excited to meet him, but they
soon lose interest once they realize he isn’t real, and can’t hop like they can. A seed
of doubt creeps into the Rabbit's mind — maybe he isn’t real after all - but when the
Boy returns, he is reassured. If the Boy thinks he’s real, then real he surely is.

encoremediagroup.com/programs



SYNOPSIS CONTINUED

As the days pass, the Rabbit becomes older and shabbier still. And then one day,
a terrible thing happens: the Boy catches a fever, and is ill. Doctors come, and
everyone in the house is worried, but the Rabbit hides quietly in the bed, to keep his
friend company and be there in case the Boy needs him. And, after many worrying
nights, the Boy gets better. He gets up, and they can play together again. The Rabbit
and the Boy are both a little careworn, but there is one exciting thing to look forward
to: tomorrow, they will be taken to the seaside so the Boy can get properly well again.
This is just the best idea they can imagine.

As the house is being packed for the seaside, Nanna notices the Rabbit laying out
in the grass, and she decides that he has to be burnt — because of course he was
with the Boy when he was ill, and there could still be germs on him. So, in the end,
and after everything they have been through, the Rabbit spends one final night on
the bonfire in the garden, waiting to be burnt with a lot of other toys and rubbish
nobody wants any more. He thinks of everything that has happened, and feels very
sad, and cold and lonely.

And then a strange thing happens: for, far below, where one of the Rabbit’s

tears has fallen, a mysterious flower starts to grow up out of the ground. It's so
beautiful and unusual that the Rabbit simply sits and stares at it. And slowly, from
its blossom, a fairy emerges. She is the Nursery Magic Fairy, and she comes to
take him away with her — because although the Boy no longer needs him, he was
truly loved.

The Fairy and the Velveteen Rabbit fly up into the wood. And the following year,
when the Boy returns to the garden, he sees a rabbit peeping out at him from the
bushes. The rabbit seems so familiar — and he thinks to himself, “Why, that looks
just like my old bunny who was lost when | had scarlet fever.”

The End

8 SEATTLE CHILDREN'S THEATRE



You have dreams. Goals you want to achieve during your lifetime and a
legacy you want to leave behind. The Private Bank can help. Our highly
specialized and experienced wealth strategists can help you navigate
the complexities of estate planning and deliver the customized
solutions you need to ensure your wealth is transferred according

to your wishes.

To learn more, please visit unionbank.com/theprivatebank
or contact:

Lisa Roberts

Managing Director, Private Wealth Management
lisa.roberts@unionbank.com

415-705-7159

‘] UnionBank:

The Private Bank

Wills, trusts, foundations, and wealth planning strategies have legal, tax, accounting, and
other implications. Clients should consult a legal or tax advisor.

©2018 MUFG Union Bank, N.A. All rights reserved.Member FDIC.
Equal Housing Lender. Union Bank is a registered trademark and brand name of
MUFG Union Bank, N.A. unionbank.com
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BOARD & COMMITTEES

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Aiko Bethea — President
Laura Smith — Vice President
Mimi Gan — Secretary

Ryan Boone — Treasurer

Eve Alvord
Jennifer Berger
Shari Bitcon
Heather Blahous
Meghan Browne
Laura Buckland
Amy Chasanov
Lara R. Constable
Gillian Crismier
Bob Evans

Matt Eyler

Marie T. Farrelly
Kate Forsyth
Alice Forsythe
Stacie Foster
Tiffany Gilbert
Jerome Greene
Karin Jones
David Landau
Barbara Larimer
Natalie Matthews
M.J. McDermott
Anh Nguyen
Eleanor C. Nolan
Alexander Oki
Andrew Parcel
Louise Pietrafesa
Sally Rampersad
Natasha Rivers
Scott Ruthfield
Lee-Norah Sanzo
Stephanie True
Jared Van Kirk
Heather Wilde
Wanda Wong
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SCT FOUNDATION BOARD

Richard Bendix — Chair
Eve Alvord

Aiko Bethea
Ryan Boone
Stacie Foster
Mimi Gan

Mimi Kirsch

Kerry Richards
Lee-Norah Sanzo
Mig Schaaf

Mark Sherman

TEACHER ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Vaughan Amare
Margaret Bradford
Dr. Barbra Casey
Kyla Crawford
Chelle Downey-Magee
Treneicia Gardner
Jessica Gogolowicz
Danise Heisey

Jen Latvala

Leo Lazo

Ana Le’Thach
Stephanie May
Marilyn Mears
German Moreno
Gail Morris

Urdene Rickard
Elizabeth Stockton
Melanie Struck
Jahira Teague

Dr. Rosa Villarreal
Peter Martin Weschler
Antonia Woods



Growing confident, curious,
courageous learners since 1958

EPIPHANY
SCHOOL

Tours now through winter

Open House
Thursday November 29
6-8:30 p.m.

epiphanyschool.org
3611 East Denny Way | Seattle, WA 98122
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An independent, non-parochial elementary school serving students
Pre-K through Fifth Grade in Seattle’s Madrona neighborhood.

60 YEARS

='o ope nwmdow

qiftea kids love 1o learn

(425) 747-2911 www.openwindowschool.org = admissions@ows.org
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THE CAST

ASHLEY BYAM - BOY

Ashley graduated from the Oxford School of Drama. Theatre credits include: Absolute
Hell (National Theatre); Blackout (Vaults Festival); The Veelveteen Rabbit (Unicorn,
London, New York and Barcelona); Connected (Bunker Theatre); Indenture (Platform
Theatre); After Party (The Union Theatre); The Lost Play (Catford Broadway Theatre);
Ergo Sum: Down The Rabbit Hole (Theatre Deli); and Romeo & Juliet (Custom/Practice
UK tour). Film and TV credits include: The Legend of Tarzan (Warner Bros); Legend
(Working Title Films); Every BLANK Ever (Comedy Central/MothersBestChild); and
Absolutely Fine (Comedy Central). Short film includes: Becoming Geno (Undivided
Pictures); and Different Bayerm (BBC Bavaria/Hamburg Media School). Theatre credits
while studying include: Black Sheep (Soho Theatre); Anna Karenina (Royal Court
Theatre); and Love’s Labour’s Lost, A Bold Stroke for a Husband, Dracula, Dying For
It Terrorism, The Taming of the Shrew, Wild Honey;, and This Happy Breed (Oxford
School of Drama).

CHRISTIAN ROE - RABBIT

Christian trained at LAMDA and the National Youth Theatre. Theatre credits
include, for the Unicorn: The Velveteen Rabbit (London, New York and
Barcelona); Seesaw; How Nigeria Became; Baddies: the Musical, and Baby
Show. For fieldwork: Alpha Beta (Finborough Theatre); Public Enemy: Flint
(Flint, Michigan). Other theatre credits include: Monkey Bars (Chris Goode and
Company/Unicorn/Traverse Theatre); Stand (Chris Goode and Company/Oxford
Playhouse); Roaring Trade (Paines Plough/Soho Theatre); The Power of Yes
(National Theatre); and Sixty-Six Books (Bush Theatre). Television includes:
Delicious (Sky); Skins: Fire (C4); Wallander; Walter’s War; Criminal Justice; and
White Heat (BBC).

PETER CROOK - NARRATOR

Peter has performed in over a dozen productions at SCT including The Wizard of
Oz and the world premiere of Steven Deitz's Honus and Me. Other favorite Seattle
credits include: Hairspray (Village Theatre); Frozen (Arts West); The Walworth Farce
(New Century Theatre Co); The Cider House Rules (Book-It Repertory Theatre); The
Tempest (New City Theater); Richard Il (Seattle Shakespeare Company); Angels in
America (Intiman Theatre); The Notebooks of Leonardo (Seattle Repertory Theatre);
and A Christmas Carol (ACT). On Broadway and on tour he was Mozart in Amadeus.
His television and film credits include Designing Women, Chaplin, and Snow Falling
on Cedars. Peter is a graduate of Pacific Conservatory of the Performing Arts and
The Juilliard School, and is a member of The Seagull Project.

JASON CARR - PIANO

Born in Leeds (Yorkshire, UK), Jason studied composition at the Guildhall School
of Music and Drama in London. After winning the 1988 Vivian Ellis Prize for Young
Writers of Musicals, Jason was invited by Sir Peter Hall to compose the musical
Born Again (Chichester Festival Theatre starring Mandy Patinkin and José Ferrer).
As Associate Composer at Chichester 2003-2005, Jason wrote music and lyrics
for two new musicals: The Water Babies and Six Pictures of Lee Miller (nominated
British Composer Awards). His musical adaptation of A Christmas Carol has played
Chichester, West Yorkshire Playhouse, and Birmingham Rep.

Jason has composed incidental music for over 50 plays at the NT, RSC, in the
West End and on Broadway.

Orchestration credits includes the Menier Chocolate Factory’s Sunday in the Park with
George, La Cage aux Folles, and A Little Night Music (all also Broadway, winning the
Drama Desk Award and two Tony nominations for Best Orchestrations).

Jason has accompanied many notable artists, including Elisabeth Welch, Betty Garrett,
Kitty Carlisle Hart, Maria Friedman, and Michael Ball. He has accompanied Dame Felicity
Lott in major opera houses across Europe. He arranged, produced and played on Derek
Jacobi and Anne Reid’s album You Are The Best Thing That Ever Has Happened To Me.

12 SEATTLE CHILDREN'S THEATRE



LORENZO ROBERTS — UNDERSTUDY

Lorenzo holds a BFA in Acting from the University of North Carolina School
of the Arts. Regional Credits: Romeo and Juliet, Love’s Labour’s Lost
(Santa Cruz Shakespeare); As You Like It (Folger Shakespeare Theatre);
Julius Caesar, Pericles, Henry IV Part 1, Othello (Seattle Shakespeare
Company); Dangerous Liaisons, The Royale, The Mystery of Love and
Sex (ACT Theatre); Blues for Mr. Charlie (The Williams Project). Lorenzo is a
Core Company Member at ACT Theatre in Seattle.

encoremediagroup.com/programs 13
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ARTISTIC & PRODUCTION

JULIANNA BREI-CRAWLEY
(Assistant Stage Manager)

Julianna is excited to be returning to Seattle
Children’s Theatre where she has worked on
Stellaluna, James and the Giant Peach, and Dick
Whittington and His Cat. She has stage managed
shows such as The Lamp is the Moon, Blood
Wedding, and An American Dream. Julianna has
worked locally with Seattle Opera, the Seattle
Children’s Theatre, The Williams Project, The

5th Avenue Theatre, Seattle Shakespeare, Whim
W’Him, and New Century Theatre Company.

JAMES BUTTON (Set & Costume Designer)

James studied at Wimbledon School of Art. His
theatre credits include: Disgraced and Charlotte’s
Web (Singapore Rep Theatre); Beauty and the
Beast, Jack and the Beanstalk, Little Shop of
Horrors, Love on the Links, Hedda Gabler, Worst
Wedding Ever, and On Golden Pond (Salisbury
Playhouse); The Scarecrow’s Wedding (Leicester
Square Theatre); The B*easts and The Albion (Bush
Theatre); Jane Wenham (Arcola Theatre and tour);
Othello, Jason and the Argonauts, Baddies the
Musical, The Nutcracker, Velveteen Rabbit, Henry
the Fifth, A Winters Tale, and Dr Korczak’s Example
(Unicorn Theatre); Macbeth, Tory Boyz, Romeo &
Juliet, and Prince of Denmark (Ambassador’s Theatre);
Mad About the Boy (U.K Tour); Absent Made Present
(Linbury Theatre); Johann Strauss Gala (Barbican and
Tour); Orpheus and Eurydice and Our Days of Rage (Old
Vic Tunnels); Zigger Zagger (Wilton’s Music Hall); Fen
(Finborough Theatre); and Jefferson’s Garden, The Trial,
Gulliver’s Travels, Grimm Tales, and Milestones (Watford
Palace). James was also the costume designer for the
Welcoming Ceremonies of the 2012 Olympic Games
and the 2014 Commonwealth Games

WILKIE BRANSON (Choreographer)

Wilkie is an interdisciplinary artist; the focus of his

work lies in both dance and film, with origins rooted in
b-boying (breakdance). Self-taught in both of these core
aspects of his work, his dance style has developed to
hold expression, accessibility, and integrity at the heart

of his practice. He has also choreographed dance work
for young people, including: Varmints, White Caps and
Boing! (Travelling Light); Baddies: the Musical, Minotaur,
The Nutcracker and The Mouse King, and The Velveteen
Rabbit (Unicorn). He was awarded The Arts Foundation
Choreographic Fellowship in 2012 in recognition of
professional standing within the art of dance and film. He
is also a New Wave Associate Artist at Sadler’s Wells and
was a member of the Sadler’s Wells Summer University

— an international selection of emerging choreographers,
and he is currently developing new work for Sadler’s
Wells. Wilkie’s new award-winning short fim Little Dreams
is being screened and broadcast internationally.
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JASON CARR (Composer)
See Cast. SEATTLE
KAYLEIGH HEATHCOTE (Stage Manager) CHAMBER

Kayleigh studied technical theatre and graduated
from Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts in 2010.
Her varied career has taken her to New York,
Barcelona, and all over the UK, working on shows
from ballet to opera, musicals to Shakespeare, and
most importantly, children’s theatre. Theatre credits
include: The Two Noble Kinsmen, Shakespeare’s
Globe Theatre; Stick Man and The Scarecrows
Wedding, Leicester Square Theatre; Opera in

the City Festival, The Bridewell Theatre; Ode to
Leeds and Beryl, West Yorkshire Playhouse; The
Velveteen Rabbit, Baddies: the Musical, Seesaw,
Cinderella: A Fairytale Story, and Mr Holgado,

Unicorn Theatre; In the Night Garden Live! UK Tour; FAM | |_Y CO N C E RT

and Strictly Gershwin, English National Ballet at The SAT U R DAY

Royal Albert Hall. Kayleigh is thrilled to be working
at The Seattle Children’s Theatre this Christmas JA N UA RY 2 6 ) 1 1 5 O OA M

on The Velveteen Rabbit, a show that holds a very ILLSLEY BALL NORDSTROM RECITAL HALL at Benaroya Hall

special place in her heart. )
Musical Tales
DAVID W. KIDD (Original Lighting Designer) y e Bull, and

niz Id

David’s work is seen internationally in theatre,
dance, ballet, and opera. Previous designs for
the Unicorn Theatre, London include: Baddies - the
Musical; Henry The Fifth; Hannah; Mad About The
Boy; A Winter’s Tale; and Dr Korczak’s Example.

Tickets are $12, general admission
206.283.8808 // seattlechambermusic.org

Other recent and current work includes: Mol/ ;/’%]
Flanders (Mercury Colchester); Ring Of Fire and {2} =

Wait Until Dark (Vienna); Spamalot (UK Tour, Korea
and Dubai); Over The Rainbow (UK Tour); Sweeney
Todd (Derby Theatre); Albion (Bush); Bang Bang,
Macbeth, and Educating Rita (Mercury Colchester);
Peter and the Wolf (Ballet Flanders, UK Tour, Carré
Amsterdam and New York); The Sound Of Music (Cork
Opera House); Blues In The Night and Sleeping Beauty
(Hackney Empire); Unsuspecting Susan and Tabloid
Caligula (New York); Bloodshot (UK Tour, Vienna,
Calgary and Chicago), and Beauty and the Beast and
Little Shop Of Horrors (Salisbury Playhouse).

PURNI MORELL (Director)
Purni is a freelance theatre director, writer,
and translator. She began her career in stage
management, working for Stephen Daldry and
Annie Castledine, among others, before going to
study History at the University of Glasgow. After
graduating, she worked as Literary Assistant at
the National Theatre, London, with particular
responsibility for foreign and classic plays,
and then became Literary Manager at Berkeley
Repertory Theater, California, from 1998-2000.
She took a break from theatre and worked
for a while in environmental sustainability and
development in Latin America and then at Shelter
in Scotland, before becoming a producer, first
with Suspect Culture in Glasgow, then running her
own production company, gryllus, which provided
encoremediagroup.com/programs
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creative and logistical support to freelance Scottish
artists. She moved back to London in 2007 where
she was Head of Studio at the National Theatre from
2007-201 and, most recently, Artistic Director of the
Unicorn Theatre, the UK’s leading theatre for young
audiences, from 2011 until March 2018.

As a freelance director and translator her work has
been produced by fieldwork, at the Finborough
Theatre, by Speeltheater Holland, Muziektheater
Transparant, ‘t Arsenaal, and Vlaamse Opera, Gent.
Recent productions include: Public Enemy: Flint
(Michigan, co-produced by fieldwork, the Goodman,
Detroit Public Theatre, Centerstage Baltimore, and
others); and Alpha Beta at the Finborough Theatre,
nominated in the Off West End Awards for Best Director,
Best Actor, and Best Design. Her productions for the
Unicorn include, as writer: A Winter’s Tale, Henry

V, The Fourth Wise Man and Othello; as director: A
Winter’s Tale, Dora, The Velveteen Rabbit, Baddies:
the Musical, My Father Odysseus, Big Love and
Version A (the last two co-directed with Christian Roe).
Her next production will be Dido for English National
Opera and the Unicorn Theatre in May 2019.

BETH ELLEN SPENCER
(Associate Stage Manager)

Beth serves as the general manager and EDI steward
at SCT, and for this production she is also serving as
an associate stage manager. Beth’s background is in
stage management, and her experience in Chicago
includes working at Goodman Theatre, Steppenwolf
Theatre Company, Paramount Theatre, Chicago
Shakespeare Theater, Court Theater, and Drury Lane
Theater. Regionally, she has worked at Shakespeare
Theatre Company in Washington, D.C. and spent

six years in Kansas City, with Kansas City Repertory
Theater, Heart of America Shakespeare Festival, and
other theaters. Beth is a proud member of Actors
Equity Association.

SAM WADDINGTON

(Associate Lighting Designer)

Sam received his training from the Royal Central
School of Speech and Drama.

Designs include: Wasted, The Country Wife, Superhero
(Southwark Playhouse), Not Now, Bernard, Seesaw,
Big Love (Unicorn Theatre), Our Town, Spring Storm
(The North Wall Theatre for Oxford School of Drama),
Top Hat, Anything Goes, Legally Blonde (Upstairs at
the Gatehouse), The Cherry Orchard, Lucky Stiff (The
Union Theatre), 35mm: A Musical Exhibition (The Other
Palace), Thoroughly Modern Millie (Landor Theatre),
Joy (Theatre Royal Stratford East), RAZ (UK Tour), The
Sorrows of Satan (Tristan Bates Theatre), The Great
Divide (Finborough Theatre).

As Associate/Assistant Lighting Designer: A Christmas
Carol, The Caretaker, The Master Builder, The Lorax
(The Old Vic), Dusty (UK Tour), Tipping the Velvet
(Lyric Hammersmith), Rules for Living (English Touring
Theatre), American Idiot (Arts Theatre)
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MAR 14 — MAY 5,
2019

THE DIARY OF

ANNE FRANK

APR 4 — MAY 13,
2019



ABOUT THE UNICORN THEATRE, LONDON (UK)

The Unicorn Theatre is the UK’s leading theatre for
young audiences, producing an eclectic and surprising
programme of work year-round for children aged 6
months to 18 years. Based in their purpose-built home
in central London, the Unicorn aims to connect artists
and audiences through a broad range of productions
that are honest, refreshing and international in outlook,
across a range of disciplines. The Unicorn presents
and tours twelve to fifteen shows each year, at home
and internationally, to around 90,000 children and their
parents and carers, and works extensively with schools
and in the community to invite children from all cultures
into a conversation about art and the world we live in.

unicorntheatre.com | 044.(0)20.7645.0500
147 Tooley Street, London, SE12HZ
Registered charity no: 225751 & 1087149

The Unicorn Theatre is supported by Arts Council England

Supported using public funding by
ARTS COUNCIL
ENGLAND

o0,

N
UNICORN

THE UK'S THEATRE FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES

o
LOTTERY FUNDED

SPECIAL THANKS

Seattle Children’s Theatre is a member
of TTA/USA, the national center of the
International Association of Theatre for
Children and Young People

SCT is a constituent of Theatre Communications
Group (TCG), the national service organization
for he nonprofit professional theatre.

SCT is a member of International Performing
Arts for Youth (IPAY).

ACTORS’ EQUITY ASSOCIATION, founded
in 1913, is the U.S. labor union that represents
more an 50,000 professional actors and
stage managers. Equity endeavors to
advance the careers of itmembers by
negotiating wages, working conditions and
providing a wide range of benefits (health
and pension included). Member: AFL-CIO,
FIA. #EquityWorks.

ACTORS
ECILITY

Lighting, sound, staging, property, scenery,
scentic art, and costume work is performed by
employees represented by the International
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Eployees, Moving
Picture Technicians, Artists, ad Allied Crafts of
the US and Canada, AFL-CIO, CLC.

\O Inspiring
Gifted Students K-8

SEATTLE COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

206:6912625 seattlecountryday.org

ECA SATURDAY MATINEES

HOBEY FORD'S SEA SONG
Saturday, November 17, 2018
11 am %10/ $2 Arts for Everyone

COLLISION OF RHYTHM
Saturday, January 12, 2019
11 am|$10/ $2 Arts for Everyone

RED FIRECRACKERS:
THE LEGEND OF THE FIRST
CHINESE NEW YEAR
Saturday, February 23, 2019
11 am %10/ $2 Arts for Everyone

ecal

edmonds center for the arts

ecdarts.org | 425.275.9595

410FOURTHAVENUENORTH
EDMONDSWA98020
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SCT DRAMA SCHOOL

School Year 2018-2019

Weekly Drama School Classes and

Weeklong Break Camps

Ages 3'2t0 18

During the school year, make the arts an intentional
part of your child’s education. Theatre education
builds valuable skills that children will take with
them throughout their lives in everything they
do. From developing empathy to improving
memory, to building self-confidence and
enhancing communication skills, the

benefits of theatre education are many.

View class and camp options and register
online at sct.org/school/classes

Questions? Call 206.859.4040
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http://sct.org/achool/classes
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UNICORN THEATRE STAFF

Justin Audibert

Artistic Director
Anneliese Davidsen

Executive Director
Esther Dix

Associate Director
Catherine Greenwood

Learning Associate
Julie Renwick

Finance Director
Hattie Davis

Finance Officer
Marianna Zicari

Finance Assistant
Amy Smith

General Manager
Matt Ledbury

Technical Director
Jennifer Taillefer

Production Manager
Sarah Julie Pujol

Company Stage Manager
Adam Pearson

Building Maintenance Manager
Liz Lawson

Production Coordinator
Andrew Pellett

Production Coordinator
Rob Johnson

Senior Technician
Kevin Bolt, Holly Curtis, & Alfie Leigh

Technicians
Tamzin Golding

Director of Development
Rebecca Kendall

Development Associate
Chloe Booth

Development Manager (Trusts and Foundations)
Alannah Jones

Development Officer
Helen Tovey

Director of Marketing & Communications
Cliéna Roberts, CRPR

Press & PR
Sair Smith

Events Producer
Frey Kwa Hawking

Schools’ Relationship Officer
Amy Milward

Schools Booking Assistant
Lucy Dear

Lead Drama Practicioner

Jane Dodson
Marketing Manager

Jessica Young
Marketing Officer

Maddie Ford
Box Office Manager

Rhys Evans
Box Office Supervisor

Liz Fowler & Jen Wakeford
Deputy Front of House Managers

Alice Sillett & Joseph Winer
Performance Managers

Hattie Davis
Finance Officer

Marianna Zicari
Finance Assistant

Amy Smith
General Manager

Matt Ledbury
Technical Director

Jennifer Taillefer
Production Manager

Front of House Staff
Daisy Adams, Lynsey Balloch, Heather Davies,
Jackie Downer, Dwaynica Greaves, Georgia
Hardcastle, Housni Hassan, Merlin Hayward,
Sarah King, Daniel Knott, Hannah Margerison,
Thea Medland, Amy Millward, Carole Mitchell,
Cecilia Morgan, Matthew Newell, Rosie Nichols,
Damien Noyce, Robert Pearce, Laura Perry, Henry
Reynolds, Emma Russell, Toby Sams-Friedman,
Paula Shaw, Boya Shi, Malinda Smith, Soline Smith,
Sophie Swithinbank, Isobel Tyrrell, & Alicia Walker

Box Office Assistants
Chantelle Burley, Grace Courtney, Jacqueline
Ellis, Samara Gannon, Charlotte McDonald, &
Tiffany Murphy

Board of Directors
John Langley (Chair), Anneliese Davidsen,
Simon Davidson, Henny Finch, Giles Havergal
CBE, Agnes Quashie, & Colin Simon

Ambassadors
HRH The Duchess of Cornwall (Patron), Juliet
Stevenson (President), Quentin Blake, Joanna
David, Dame Judi Dench, Mel Giedroyc, Mishal
Husain, Jude Law, Michael Morpurgo, Philip
Pullman, & Meera Syal

NICOR

THE UK’S THEATRE FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES
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SCT STAFF

ARTISTIC
Trick Danneker

Executive Assistant & Casting Associate
Rita Giomi

Artistic Associate

Courtney Sale
Artistic Director

EDUCATION PROGRAMS
Meredith Berlin

Arts-Based Learning Program Administrator
Duncan Frost

Interim Director of Education & Summer Season
Laura Knote

Associate Director of Education
Scott Koh

Arts-Based Learning Program Manager
Sarah Lloyd

Education Specialist
Tiffany Maltos

Associate Director of Education

Carly Mungovan
Education Admin Manager

DEVELOPMENT/SALES & MARKETING
Jose “Jojo” Abaoag

Marketing Coordinator
Caitlin M. Bell

Institutional Giving
Elizabeth “Biz” Freebairn

Group & Subscription Sales Associate
Heather Gautschi

Communications Specialist
Clare Hausmann

Development Director
Carolyne Holcomb

Director of Sales & Marketing
Marisa lliakis

Graphic Designer
Deanne Liu

Manager of Development Events
Paul Richter

School Show Manager
Pin-An Shih

Development Associate

Rachel Whalen
Major Gifts Officer

ADMINISTRATION

Pamela Beatty
Interim HR Director
Eric Bischoff
IT Administrator
Lesley Fox
Finance Director
22 SEATTLE CHILDREN'S THEATRE

Kevin Malgesini
Managing Director

Sue McAllister
Accounting Manager

Kanani Reichlin
Data Operations Manager

Beth Spencer
General Manager & EDI Steward

PATRON SERVICES

Katherine Ballard
Patron Services Associate

Stephanie Couturier
Patron Services Manager

Karissa Elliott
Customer Service Representitive

Aimee Filippi
Gift Shop & Concessions Manager

Kali Greenburg
Customer Service Representitive

Tammy Hase

Volunteer Coordinator/Board Liason/Office Assistant

Daniela Hernandez
Patron Services Associate

Whitley Lewis
Ticket Office Manager

PRODUCTION
Jordan Kelly Andrews
Associate Production Manager
Elizabeth A. “Fried” Friedrich
Prop Shop Manager
Sarah Gordon
Costume Shop Manager
Michael K. Hase
Technical Director
Eric Koch
Assistant Technical Director

Michael Wellborn
Production Manager

BACKSTAGE CREW

Craig Bradshaw
Master Electrician

Christine Brauch
Lead Electrician

Mariah Brougher
Lead Sound Engineer

Nick Lauris

Master Stage Carpenter & Crew Chief

Nick Koester
Lead Electrician

Emily McLaughlin
Wardrobe Assistant



Haley Parks
Lead Dresser

Erin Peroma
Wardrobe Master

Shelby Richardson-Rogers
Dresser

Laura “Bunny” Seagraves
Lead Stagehand

P.J. Sheehy
Lead Dresser

Joe Swartz
Master Sound Engineer

Kyle Thompson
Lead Sound Engineer

Alex Trewin
Lead Stage Hand

COSTUME SHOP

Laura Girardot
Cutter/Draper

Kelsey McCornack
First Hand

Cheyenne Smith
Master Crafts Artisan

PROPERTIES SHOP

Daphne Maurides
Master Properties Artisan

Todd Peacock-Preston
Lead Properties Artisan

PUPPETRY SHOP

Annett Mateo
Master Puppet Artisan

SCENIC SHOP
Dave Baldwin
Scenic Carpenter
Jeff Cook
Charge Scenic Artist
Brian “Chili” Culver
Master Scenic Carpenter
Zach Danneker
Scenic Carpenter
Clark Sandford
Scenic Shop Foreman

Kevin Wilson
Assistant Charge Artist

Exceptional Integrated Education
for Kindergarten - 5th Grades

WHERE
CURIOSITY,
CONFIDENCE,
AND
KINDNESS
GRow!

Contact us to schedule your
family’s school-day tour!

Early Enroliment and Financial Assistance
options available

Follow the Ferty to Bainbridge Island
and th€lEmerald City!

U / ’g DECEMBER 7-22

¥R

g

N

Tickets: 206.842.8569

bainbridgeperformingarts.org

-| BAINBRIDGE '4"4
LCFORALL

y BN OKCTS9

ARTS
(RN AREE)
200 MADISON AVENUE NORTH
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TEACHING ARTISTS
Anne Allgood

Hattie Andres
Lauren Appel
Nicole Beerman
Zoey Belyea
Meredith Berlin
Kiron Blackwood
Eric Bradler

Stacey Bush

Ann Marie Caldwell
Rachel Carlson

Keni Cohen

Megan Collins
Stephanie Couturier
Nathan Cox

Josh Darby

Samie Detzer

Chris DiStefano

PLAYWRIGHT'’S CIRCLE

$50,000 and above
Eve and Chap Alvord

PRODUCER’S CIRCLE

$25,000 - $49,999

Elias and Karyl Alvord

The Ballmer Family

Steve Davis and Bob Evans

Gladmar Trust

Eleanor and Charles Nolan

ARTIST’S CIRCLE
$10,000 - $24,999

Maria Dogero
Kate Drummond
Karissa Elliott
Karina Garcia
Meme Garcia
Matt Giles

Alex Hagen
Drew Highlands
Lauryn Hochberg
Andrea Ichikawa
Eric Johnson
Gillian Jorgensen
Amy Jerkiewicz
Tara Kaine
Danny Kam

Marc Kenison
Laura Knote
Anita Kuroiwa
Jessica Low

Ashley Andrew and Adam Crowley
Shari Bitcon and Paul Donnelly

Bobbe and Jon Bridge
Lara and Peter Constable

Marie Farrelly and Jeremy Griffin
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Tiffany Maltos
Alaji Marie

Rob Martin
Dana Mitchell
Maddie Napel
Maia Nowack
Pilar O’Connell
Beth Pollack
Dave Quicksall
Bobbin Ramsey
Samip Raval
Alex Reed
Angela Rinaldi
Marisol Rosa-Shapiro
Carol Roscoe
Christie Rotarius
Clark Sandford
Jasmine Sim
Katy Tabb

Tracy and Alice Forsythe

Julia Thornton
Alex Ung

Kendall Uyeji
Kathryn van Meter
Markeith Wiley
Andrew Wilkes
Madeleine Winward
Amber Wolfe

Alan and Jennifer Heuberger
Pat and Mary Ellen Hughes
Michael and Laura Larson

Joy Thal and Chai Mann

Zoey and Jordan Minkove

Mary Pigott

PATRON’S CIRCLE
$5,000 - $9,999

Mollie and Carl Albrecht

Jennifer Berger
Aiko Bethea

Ryan and Danielle Boone

Donna Cochener
Matt and Amy Eyler

Eliza and Chris Coburn

Stacie Foster and Lawrence Cock
Tiffany D. Gilbert and Kendrick Efta
Masha and Glenn Hart



Linda Hartzell and Mark Perry
Ruth and William Ingham

Linda and Ted Johnson

Karl and Anne Korsmo

David Landau and Tanya Brunner
Myra and Mike McCoy
Alexander Oki

Andrew and Carin Parcel

Louise Pietrafesa

Judy Pigott

Carrie D. Rhodes

Laura and Jim Smith

Heather Wilde and Jim Gierman
Rosemary and Kenneth Willman
Wanda Wong and Mark Masterson
The Bruce Wylie Story Fund

DISTINGUISHED CHAMPIONS
$2,500 - $4,999

Rene Alkoff

Ed and Heather Blahous

Susan Leavitt and William Block
Erin and Greg Coomer

Mimi Gan and Everett Billingslea
Debbie and Dave Grant

Jerome Greene

Shelly Heier

Kristen Hoehler

Elizabeth and Brian Matsubara
Natalie and Keith Matthews

M.J. and John McDermott

John and Lauren McGuire

Mimi and Todd Menenberg
William and Sally Neukom
Valorie and Larry Osterman
Evelyn Bundesmann and Craig Peeper
Nicolas and Elizabeth Richardson
Scott and Danielle Ruthfield
Nancy Smith

Betty Lou Treiger

CHAMPIONS

$1,000 - $2,499

Suzanne Allen

Perry and Christine Atkins
Jesse and Toni Bennett
Elizabeth and Neil Bergquist
Joanna Callahan

Jennifer and Phil Carter
Barbara and Ken Christoferson
Kirk and Deborah Clothier
Terry and Annalisa Danysh
Mark Sherman and Jennifer Daves
Allan and Nora Davis

Priscilla Dickert

Eaton Skinner Family

Teresa and Peter Engrav

Miya and Joe Ferguson

Rebecca and Chad Fischer

Deborah and Robert Fleming

Cynthia Foster

Jacqueline Borges and Craig Hajduk
Adam and Quyen Hamilton

Caroline and Peter Hauge

Lisa Henry

Lisa Hewson

Melinda and Bob Hord

Joan Hsiao-Bromley and James Bromley
Tami Hurwitz

The Jandl Family

Karin and Scott Jones

Karen Koon

Tom Lennon and Patricia Keegan
Mascha Kroenlein and Charles Peterson
Lena and Daniel LeCheminant
Edmond and Barbara Lee

Jackie and Peter Mansfield

The McGanney Family

Mitzi Morris

Laurie and Scott Oki

Dinny and Alex Polson

Mary Pugh

Dan and Cecelia Regis

Kate and Matt Riley

Natasha Rivers

Catherine and Thurston Roach

Amy and Laurent Rotival

Barb Larimer and Bob Royer

Sharon Sale

Lee-Norah Sanzo

Cathy Sarkowsky

Margaret Schaaf and Stuart Dunwoody
Petra Schindler-Carter

Jennifer and Nicholas Seibert
Haeryung Shin and Andrew von Nordenflycht
Jonas and Jillian Simonis

Colette Stallbaumer and Warren Stickney
Heidi and Patrick Turner

Shirley and David Urdal

Julie and David Ward

Nancy Weintraub

Alexander Williams Miller

Carol and Bryan Willison

Russell Wilson

Anonymous — 6

DIRECTORS
$500 - $999
Kathleen Albrecht

The Anderson Family
encoremediagroup.com/programs
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Phoebe and Lucius Andrew

Jan and Maria Beck

The Blais Family

Marshall Booker

Jarvis and Michelle Bowers
Kendall and Jay Cammermeyer
Susan and Craig Chambers

Betti Fujikado and Jim Copacino
Barbara and James Crutcher

Trea and Benjamin Diament

Toby Diamond

Holly Dunlap

Nancy Elliott

Bruce Easter and Cynthia Faubion
Jana Goode

Ken Dunkelberg and Laurie Hammack
James O. Hanlon

Cynthia Huffman and Ray B. Heacox
Richard and Betty Hedreen

Susan and Matthew Hillman
Susan Trainer Holt and John Holt
Holly Nguyen and Doug Holtzman
Jane and Randall Hummer
Claudia Hung

The Jarvik Family

Rebecca Lally

Erika and Dave Larimer

Joanne and Nicholas Lee
Francine and Donald Loeb

Cat and Brent Mason

Rachel McCall

Hillary K McNeill

Cheryl McQuiston

Pamela and Donald Mitchell
Angela Finney and Robert Mumford
Carla Nichols

Norberg Family Foundation

Lisa and Keith Oratz

Andrew Jessup and Heidi Powell
Lynn Prunhuber

Ann Ramsay-Jenkins

Steven and Frederic Rice

The Sedgley Family

Jennifer Jocelyn Sill

The late Dorothy Simpson

The Sing and Stewart Family
Jenny Pang and Jeffrey Sullivan
Aimee and Gregory Vaughan

Teri Kopp and Walter Weber

Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Wilson

Jay Hereford and Margaret Winsor
The Hert and Wohl Family

The Buckland Young Family
Anonymous — 1
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FRIENDS OF SCT

$100 - $499

Alyssa Aimette

Alan Alhadeff

Christy Allen

Mary Ann Allen

Lorraine Amman Blau
Shannon Anderson

Brian Atwater

Allison Augustyn

Patty and Randy Austin

Nancy Baggott

The Bailey Family

The Balter Family

The Bankowski Family

Tonie and Carlos Basulto
Susan Bauer

Joseph Bellio

Suzanne Benson

Margaret Berman

Michelle Birdsall

Suzette and James Birrell
Jenifer Carter and Chad Bitzer
Erik and Donna Bjarke

Trevor Blanarik

Sarah Blohm

Jennifer Bloom

Linda Bloom

Jean Withers and John Booker
Amy and Mark Bosch

Dr. and Mrs. Gregory Brake
Matthew Bricker-Mounts
Laura Jean and Val Brustad
The Buckland Young Family
Beverly Bunzel

Erin Rance and Scott Bush
The Callahan-Simonsen Family
Arlene and John Carpenter
Laura-Mae Baldwin and Carl Chew
Nancy Chou

Tero Collin

Combined Federal Campaign
Karen Copp

Philip Cosand

Elizabeth Leber and Andrew Coveler
Kathy and Brad Cowles
Duane and Lisa De Luca

The deAlteriis Family

Ethan and Erica Delavan
David Dichek

Marilyn Dillard

Roberto and Cynthia Dondisch
Rebecca Dunne

Deborah A. Dwyer

Adam Edwards



Mike Egan

Lisa Elliott

The Erickson Family

Florence and R. F. Evans
Elizabeth Fleming

K. Denice Fischer-Fortier and James Fortier
Cynthia Foster

Catharine and Heath Foxlee
Noreen Frink and Phillip F. Frink, Jr.
Susan and Albert Fuchs
Campbell Gerrish

Susan Lowance and Mike Gaebler
Stephen Gilbert

Shirley Gnojek

Kathleen Golden

Stephen Goldman

Laura B. Gowen

Sheree Miller and Ben Greer
Jim Greer

Janet Allen and Joel Grynheim
Linda Haas

Margot and Drew Hackleman
Mimi and Tom Hackleman
Erika and Brian Hardy
Jennifer Harris

Camille Heinen

Danise and Jeremy Heisey
Melissa Hensley

Renee and Joshua Herst

The Higgins Family

Carol and Tom Hogan

Bob Horvath

Kimberly Howell

Lynn and Pat Hughes

Wendy Hutchins-Cook
Samantha and Steven Inks
Wendy Jacomme

Tanya Bednarski and Craig Johnson
Kristina and G. Ted Johnson
Portia Jones

Christine Kakos

Deborah Kartin

Martha Noerr and Jeff Keane
Nancy and Ken Keiter

Karen Kelleher

Kristen and Brad Kelln

Kim and Doug Killgore

King County Employee Giving Program
The Kirkman Family

Bonnie L. Kirkpatrick

Kathryn Klosky

Mary Kollar

Eileen Kulman

Laura and John Kvasnosky
Mary Lou and Bill Laprade

Yvette Latchman

Margaret Levin

Liza Levine

Micki Lippe

Elizabeth and Otto Loggers

The Maifeld Family

Kevin Malgesini and Johnathan Luster
Michelle Downey-Magee and Dail Magee Jr.
Courtney Sale and Sean Manning
Mary Anne Martin

John McLaughlin

Laurie Andres and Sharon McNamara
Matthew Messina

Dee Mulford

Andrea Myers

Angela Neal

Marjorie and Ken Neil

Cassandra Newell

Christopher Nichols

Kate O’Brian

Rosemary O’Neil

Marjon O’Neil-Dunne

Alison Overseth

Louise and Peter Pathe

Catherine and Matt Pederson
Kristina Peterson

Eron Huenefeld and Wayne Pishue
Donna and Kenny Pittman

Peter Londborg and Nancy Plunkett
Kevin Proctor

Megan and Greg Pursell

Andrea Rabinowitz

Sally Rampersad

The Ranney and Edlefsen Family
Tahirah Razak

Soklinh Khoi and Andy Rebele
Kanani and Max Reichlin

Kay and Scott Reichlin

Nancy Renkiewicz

Bob and Peggy Rinne

Jim Roberts

Jeannine Rogel

Carla Saulter

Karen Selboew

The Siebrecht Family

Sonia Siegel Vexler

Margee Sigley

Erika Sigmon

David Silverman

Ron Sim

The Smith Family

Maya Smith

Evette Gee and Mitchell Smith

Gail Solomon

Bobbie Wallinger and Dennis Sorensen

encoremediagroup.com/programs
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Jeff Stokes

Wayne Storer

Jennifer Streun

Strickland Family

Eunhee and Robert Sumner
The Swenson and Thurston Family
Doug Moll and Annie Thenell
Nadine Thompson

Richard Tutor

Mandy and Michael Upton
Judith Van Nice

The Vangelos and Schneidmiller Family
The Vaughn and Dobel Family
Amelie von Saint Andre

Joan Watson

Kimberly Watson and Glen Draper
Chris Weber

The Wells and Worswick Family
Kayla Weiner

Ken Whelan

Taletta Wibmer

Jason and Carrie Wilcox

Carol Williams

Becky and Rob Witmer

Carol Wolfe Clay

Christine Woskett

Cheri Yonich

George Zaima

Genevieve Zoufal

Dalia and Antonio Zuniga
Anonymous — 3

TRIBUTE GIFTS
Thank you for the gifts made in honor or
memory of the following patrons.

In honor of
Stacie Foster

Shannon Anderson
Susan Bauer
Carolyn Brodsky
Duncan Cock Foster
Griffin Cock Foster
Terri Conner
Dorsey Davidge
Cynthia Foster
Dori Gillman

Kristin Hahn

The Higgins Family
Rebecca Hoch
Nicci Jasmin

Liza Levine

Kevin Malgesini
Julie Merchant
Kate O’Brian

Alison Overseth
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The Pollard Family

Liliana Retelny

Chaim Rosenbaum

Courtney Sale and Sean Manning
Caroline Thelen

In honor of
Rayanna Horvath

Dan Dyer

Dave Dyer

Katie Frisbie
Deborah Horvath
Justin Yaeger
Chris Yingling

In honor of
Laurie and Scott Oki

Seeyourimpact.org

In honor of
Laura Smith

James O. Hanlon

In memory of
Paul Bartelmes

MATCHING GIFT COMPANIES
Adobe

Boeing

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
Goldman Sachs

Google

Joshua Green Foundation

Lake Partners Strategy Consultants
Microsoft

Weyerhauser Company



OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Seattle Children’s Theatre is pleased to acknowledge the generosity of the corporations, foundations, and

government agencies that have supported SCT in the last year. The listed contributions were received

between July 1, 2017 and June 30, 2018. Thank you!

$100,000 and above

Charlotte Martin Foundation
The Shubert Foundation

$50,000 - $99,999

ArtsFund

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Microsoft

$25,000 - $49,999

Keith & Mary Kay McCaw Family Foundation
Nesholm Family Foundation

Safeco Insurance Fund

The Boeing Company

The Seattle Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999

Adrienne Coons Memorial Fund

Moccasin Lake Foundation

Robert B. McMillen Foundation

The Morgan Fund at Seattle Foundation
The Reed Foundation

The Sheri and Les Biller Family Foundation
usl

$5,000 - $9,999

Anonymous

Jubilation Foundation Fund of Tides Foundation
Treeline Foundation

U.S. Bank

$2,500 - $4,999

Fales Foundation Trust

Horizons Foundation

Stoel Rives, LLP

The Dorsey & Whitney Foundation
Wells Fargo

$1,000 - $2,499

John E. Manders Foundation

Poncho Legacy Fund

Tulalip Tribes Charitable Contributions
Wyman Youth Trust

SEASON SPONSORS

IN-KIND PARTNERS
Affordable Custodial Supplies, Inc.
Airclean Energy

DCG ONE

Encore

Hales Ales

KCTS9

Mangetout

Pacific Science Center
SKIS Painting

The Snap Bar

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

National
Endowment

r the Art
ART WORKS. for the Arts

AV

N
<

OFFICE OF ARTS & CULTURE

encoremediagroup.com/programs

29



INSIDE A CHILD’S MIND -

AUTHOR MARGERY WILLIAMS

On July 22, 1881, Margery Winifred Williams was born
In London to a barrister and famous classical scholar.
As a young child, Margery had a vivid imagination and
would create different personalities for each of her
toys. Her father stressed the importance of reading
for her and her older sister. He believed reading was
the primary source of education for children under
the age of 10. Because of her father’s coaching,
Margery grew up with a love of reading and soon
developed a passion for writing, using personalities
from her childhood.

When Margery was seven years old, her father
died suddenly, a life-changing event which, in
one way or another, would affect all of her future
creative activity. The undertone of sadness and
the themes of death and loss that flow through
her children’s books have been criticized by some
reviewers, but Margery always maintained that
hearts acquire greater humanity through pain

and adversity. She wrote that life is a process of
constant change—there are departures for some
and arrivals for others—and the process allows us
to grow and persevere.

In 1890 her family moved to the United States, first
to New York, then settling on a farm in Pennsylvania.
Margery attended the Convent School in Sharon

Hill, Pennsylvania, until she was 17 years old. By this
time, Margery had decided to become a writer even
though her stories had previously been rejected. Her
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ambition to make a living as an author propelled her
in 1901, at the age of 19, to return to her birthplace
and submit her first children’s stories to a London firm
that published Christmas books. A number of these
saw print, as did her first novel The Late Returning,
which was published in 1902 and aimed at an adult
audience. It did not sell well. She also published a few
early-adult novels afterward, however, she had little
success with them.

While visiting her publisher, Margery met Francesco
Bianco, an ltalian living in London, who was employed
as the manager of one of the book departments.
They were married in 1904 and became the parents
of a son, Cecco, and a daughter, Pamela, who 20
years later would be illustrating some of her mother’s
books. The family lived in London for three years,
where Margery gave up writing so that she could
raise their children.

In 1907 the family left England, traveling through
Europe for the next three years, eventually settling
in Turin, Italy. In August 1914, ltaly, along with the

rest of Europe, was plunged into World War | and
Francesco Bianco found himself in an ltalian Army
uniform fighting for his country along with millions of
other soldiers from many nations. While remaining on
the home front with the children, Margery became
really interested in the work of Walter de La Mare, a
poet she believed truly understood the mindset of
children. By 1921, Margery and her family settled in



the United States and she returned to writing. This
time, however, Margery turned to her children and
reminisced about her own childhood.

She found inspiration in watching her children play
with toys and animals. This inspiration soon led
her to write her most popular book, The Velveteen
Rabbit or How Toys Become Real in 1922. In this
book, she creatively expressed Walter de la Mare’s
literary concepts of wonders and miracles from

a child’s point of view. The Velveteen Rabbit was
well-received, although some critics believed that
the book was “too sentimental.”

In 1925, Margery published Poor Cecco and in 1927,
The Skin Horse. Consistent with her fascination with
toys and miracles, these novels told stories of animals
that possessed human traits and emotions. In 1927,
Margery wrote a short story, The Little Wooden Doll,

a story about a doll who had been abused by two
children and was restored by a third child.

Later in her life, Margery began to write young adult
novels. These all featured young people who were
in one way or another isolated or alienated from
mainstream society and the joy, success, prosperity
and social acceptance seemingly enjoyed by their
peers. She received a Newbery Medal in 1937 for
Winterbound, a story about two teenage girls who
are forced to take care of their family while their
parents are called away without warning. In Other
People’s Houses (1939), she wrote about a young
girl who chose to earn a living for herself in New
York instead of going to college. And in 1944, Mar-
gery wrote Forward Commandos!, an inspirational
story of wartime heroism, which included as one of
its characters a black soldier. Acknowledging the
contribution of African Americans to the war effort
was extremely rare in literature at the time and that
fact was noted in the book’s reviews. It was also
unusual for Margery in that she rarely used male
characters in her books.

Margery fell ill the year that Forward, Commandos!
was published. After three days in the hospital, she
died on September 4, 1944.

Excerpted and adapted from:
Pennsylvania Center for the Book: Bianco
PoemHunter.com: Margery Williams
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