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A WORD FROM OUR 
SEASON SPONSOR

Seattle Children’s Theatre and Microsoft share a passion for creativity, learning and 
excellence. Year after year, Seattle Children’s Theatre delivers high quality entertainment 
that captivates the imaginations of young people and their families, throughout the Pacific 
Northwest. That’s why Microsoft Philanthropies is proud to sponsor the 2021-2022 Season.

Community involvement is an integral part of our culture at Microsoft. We support the work 
of local nonprofits and encourage employee investment and volunteerism. Our employees 
respond in an incredible way, volunteering thousands of hours and contributing each year to 
local nonprofits, including Seattle Children’s Theatre.

A thriving arts and cultural scene, a network of human services providers, and a world class 
education system are critical to the continued vitality and attractiveness of the Puget Sound 
region. Through partnerships with organizations such as Seattle Children’s Theatre, we aim 
to create an environment where the arts will thrive for generations to come. On behalf of 
Microsoft and our employees in the Puget Sound area, we thank Seattle Children’s Theatre for 
enriching our community. Enjoy the show!

Kate Behncken
Vice President
Microsoft Philanthropies



A WORD FROM 
KEVIN MALGESINI

Dear Friends,  
 
Welcome to Seattle Children’s Theatre! To those of you who are coming back, we are so excited to see 
you in these seats again. And to those joining us for the first time, you are in for a magical, theatrical 
treat, one we are sure will turn you into a repeat attendee. 

We are thrilled to be presenting The Kennedy Center’s production of Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive 
The Bus! The Musical! SCT audiences are familiar with the high-energy fun offered by a Mo Willems 
musical. In 2015 we journeyed along with budding thespian friends in Elephant & Piggie’s “We Are In 
A Play!” The joy of that experience led to SCT adapting Mo Willems’ cheeky Mole Rats, and in 2018 we 
rocked out to the World Premiere of Naked Mole Rats Get Dressed: The Rock Experience. And now it 
is time to hop onboard, and take an unforgettable ride with one determined Pigeon!   -
 
As the lights go down and an imaginary world comes into focus, we invite you to bring your whole self 
as we take this journey together. One of SCT’s values is Clap Hard, Cry Hard; we can laugh big, cry 
big, ask big questions, and feel big feelings together. This production in particular is an invitation for 
big joy. 
  
During your time with us, if you cross paths with anyone who makes this show possible, please stop 
and thank them for the work they do. From the artist on stage to the designers and directors who 
shaped the world, the carpenters, painters, costume makers, and the team is running every show. Not 
to mention the educators, marketing team, and administrators who made it possible. All of us together 
worked to make this magical experience possible for you, and we are thrilled to have you here.  
 
Welcome to the theatre. Sit back, and enjoy the show!  

Sincerely, 

Kevin Malgesini, Managing Director



Want to explore articles, activities, 
interviews, and behind-the-scenes photos 
from Don’t Let The Pigeon Drive The Bus! 
The Musical!? Check out the Active Audience 
Guide by scanning the code below!

ACTIVE AUDIENCE GUIDE



THE PIGEON - Sylvern Groomes Jr. is excited to be returning to the road to drive this bus as The Pigeon. He 
was last seen as Dr. Bird in Maryland Ensemble Theatre’s production of Three Little Birds. What’s next is yet to 
come. www.sylvernjr.com  

THE PIGEON - Some of his favorite past credits include: Ordinary Days (Warren), Bob Marley’s Three Little Birds 
(National Tour) (Ziggy), The Color Purple (Harpo), Parade (Riley), In The Heights (Benny), Sister Act (Sweaty 
Eddie), The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee (Mitch Mahoney) and Once On This Island (Papa Ge). He is 
dedicating his performances to the memory of his father, Luke Williams, who not only helped him find his thing in 
theatre but gave him wings and taught him how to fly. This is for you pops.

THE CAST

SYLVERN GROOMES JR.

CARL WILLIAMS

THE BUS DRIVER -  Debora Crabbe is thrilled to return to  Kennedy Center TYA. Originally from Ghana, Crabbe 
has been living in the U.S. since 2002. Since graduating in 2012 with a BFA in theatre performance from the 
Virginia Commonwealth University in Richmond, VA, Crabbe has been acting in the D.C. metro area. Credits 
include: School Girls; Or, the African Mean Girls Play (Round House Theater), Elves and the Shoemaker, As 
You Like It (Keegan Theatre—Helen Hayes Award for Outstanding Lead Actress in a Musical); Shear Madness 
(The Kennedy Center); The Loveday Brooke Detective Series, Sherlock Holmes Series, The Dog in the Manger 
(We Happy Few); The Cat in the Hat (Adventure Theatre); Amazing Grace (Museum of the Bible); Distracted 
(Arcturus Theatre); Crabbe is also a company member of The Conciliation Lab, a social justice theatre group 
based in Richmond, Virginia. Crabbe would like to thank God, her family, and her great friends for their 
continuous encouragement and support. Enjoy the show! 
 

DEBORA CRABBE

DUCKLING/BUS ENGINE/ENSEMBLE- Lauren Davis is happy to be returning to Kennedy Center Theater for 
Young Audiences on Tour. She hails from Maryland and is ecstatic to be a part of the cast of Don’t Let the Pigeon 
Drive the Bus. Other theater credits include Acoustic Rooster’s Barnyard Boogie: Starring Indigo Blume (The 
Kennedy Center) Love’s Labour’s Lost, Romeo and Juliet, The Taming of the Shrew, and Antony and Cleopatra 
(Chesapeake Shakespeare Company); Corduroy, Akeelah and the Bee, Shrek the Musical, The Scarecrow and 
His Servant, Cinderella and Charlotte’s Web (Childrens Theatre Company); Oliver! (Theater Latté Da); Marcus; or 
the Secret of Sweet (Pillsbury House Theatre/Guthrie Theater); Greensboro Four and American Song Book (The 
Smithsonian). Television credits include America’s Most Wanted (Lifetime). She holds an M.F.A. from the Catholic 
University of America and a theater degree from Frostburg State. She would like to thank God and her family for 
their love and support! 

LAUREN DAVIS



HOT DOG VENDOR/BUSINESS MAN/ENSEMBLE - Keith Richards is excited to return to the Kennedy Center TYA 
in Pigeon! He is originally from Milwaukee, WI and is now based in Washington, DC. DC CREDITS: The Kennedy 
Center: Children of Eden; Imagination Stage: Disney’s Beauty and the Beast; Adventure Theatre: Oliver!, James and 
the Giant Peach (Helen Hayes Award Best Ensemble); Constellation Theatre: Peter & the Starcatcher (Helen Hayes 
Award Best Ensemble); Rep Stage: Dorian’s Closet. NATIONAL TOUR: 360 Entertainment: J.M Barrie’s Peter Pan; 
Nebraska Theatre Caravan: A Christmas Carol. REGIONAL: Virginia Rep: Shakespeare In Love; Barter Theatre: 9 
to 5, A Tale of Two Cities; Mill Mountain Theatre: The Odd Couple; Wohlfahrt Haus Theatre: Oklahoma!, Annie Get 
Your Gun; Music Theatre Works of Chicago: Hello Dolly, Pirates of Penzance; Sight & Sound Theatre: Daniel, Noah, 
The Miracle of Christmas; Children’s Theatre of Cincinnati: Disney’s Cinderella. TELEVISION: American Titans, 
Sultan & the Saint, Deadly Demands. www.keitharichards.com 
 

KEITH RICHARDS

TEENAGER/ENSEMBLE -  Niger Rowe is a Connecticut native and received his BFA from Carnegie Mellon 
University. Nigel can regularly be found singing classical and musical theatre work, as well as jazz throughout the 
DC area. When he’s not onstage, Nigel is a music director and composer with the Educational Theatre Co. in Virginia. 
Recent stage credits include: IN Series: Stormy Weather (Ariel), Duke Ellington’s Neighborhood, La Paloma at the 
Wall, Cecelia Valdez; Monumental Theatre Co.: Be More Chill (Rich), Flip Flop Cabaret; Keegan Theatre: As You Like 
It (Andy), The Reluctant Dragon (Grimsby); Silver Finch Arts Collective: The Lives Left Behind (Lawrence/J. Harper). 
Nigel has also done cabaret work with Baltimore Musicales, the IN Series and Monumental Theatre Company. He is 
thrilled to be joining the Kennedy Center with Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus!  www.nigelarowe.com

NIGEL ROWE

UNDERSTUDY - Words can’t quite describe how wonderful it is to be back in a theatre! Thank you for joining us 
on this delightful adventure. Mike’s previous shows here at SCT include Dick Whittington and His Cat, James and 
the Giant Peach, The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe, and Goodnight Moon. Other favorite credits around 
town: My Fair Lady, Fiddler on the Roof (Village Theatre), Spring Awakening (Balagan Theatre), Bright Star and 
Godspell (Taproot Theatre).

MIKE SPEE

UNDERSTUDY - Meg McLynn is an actor, vocalist, and teaching artist who loves sharing her passion for 
performance with audiences of all ages. She is a member of the Seattle-based vocal groups, Sugartime Trio and 
Blue Plate Special, and she has been an Anthem Singer for the Seattle Seahawks. Local acting credits include 
roles with Seattle Shakespeare Company, Book-It Rep, Seattle Symphony, ArtsWest, Seattle Opera, Seattle Public 
Theatre, Washington Ensemble Theatre, and Theatre22. She can be seen in the Peacock series “The Girl in the 
Woods” as well as the feature films “Different Drummers,” “7 Minutes” and “Colton”.   
 

MEG MCLYNN

LITTLE OLD LADY/ENSEMBLE/DANCECAPTAIN - Caroline Dubberly is so excited to return for the Kennedy 
Center’s national tour of Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! Previous DC area acting credits include: The 
Kennedy Center: Acoustic Rooster’s Barnyard Boogie: Starring Indigo Blume; Studio Theatre: Translations and 
The Father (HH nomination for Outstanding Ensemble); Woolly Mammoth Theatre: Baby Screams Miracle; 
Solas Nua: In the Middle of the Fields; Monumental Theatre: Be More Chill (the SQUIP); 1st Stage: The Member 
of the Wedding; 4615 Theatre Co: Betrayal; Keegan Theatre: Top Girls and Next to Normal (HH nominations 
for Outstanding Supporting Performer). Caroline teaches acting at Imagination Stage, where they have also 
directed productions of The Wolves and Edges. Other directing credits include: Monumental Theatre: Desidirium 
(workshop); Mt. Olivet Players: She Kills Monsters and The Revenge of the Space Pandas. Upcoming: Imagination 
Stage: The Naked Mole Rat Gets Dressed. www.carolinedubberly.com 

CAROLINE DUBBERLY 



THE CREATIVE TEAM
MO WILLEMS

JESSICA HARTMAN
DIRECTOR/CHOREOGRAPHER - is thrilled to return to the Kennedy 
Center after choreographing Elephant and Piggie’s We Are in a Play! Broadway: 
Lysistrata Jones (Associate Choreographer), The Boy from Oz starring Hugh 
Jackman (Assistant Choreographer/ Dance Captain). Off-Broadway: Elephant 
and Piggie’s We Are in a Play! (New Victory Theatre). Other credits include: A 
Chorus Line, Memphis, Mamma Mia! (TUTS); Seussical, Hairspray, All Shook Up, 
Mamma Mia!, Annie, and Footloose with Christian Borle (The MUNY); Norwegian 
Creative Studios (Choreographer); Disney Jr. Dance Party (Associate Show 
Director/Choreographer); Universal Studios/The Wizarding World of Harry Potter 
(Associate); How to Succeed… (Associate, TUTS); West Side Story (Associate, 
Signature Theatre); and Next to Normal (Choreographer, Baltimore Center 
Stage). Up next: The United States Air Force Band at Constitution Hall. Hartman 
is the artistic director of Broadway Theatre Connection and a proud member of 
SDC. JessHartman.com.  

MR. WARBURTON
PLAYWRIGHT- Mr. Warburton is the executive producer of Disney Jr’s hit 
series Muppet Babies, which has introduced Kermit, Piggy, Fozzie, Gonzo, Animal, 
and a brand new Muppet named Summer Penguin to a whole new generation of 
kids. But Mr. Warburton is best known as the creator of the action-packed original 
series Codename: Kids Next Door, which ran on Cartoon Network for six seasons 
and inspired kids to start their own KND sectors worldwide. Over the years, Mr. 
Warburton has helped produce, design, and direct many other animated shows 
including Disney’s Fish Hooks, The 7D, and Pepper Ann, as well as Cartoon Network’s 
Sheep in the Big City, Nickelodeon’s Doug, and MTV’s Beavis and Butthead. He has 
also worked on tons of animated commercials, episodes of Schoolhouse Rock, and 
Saturday Night Live’s TV Funhouse. Mr. Warburton also likes to make books. His first 
picture book, 1000 Times No, was published by HarperCollins to super nice reviews, 
and an animated version was made for Nick Jr. He’s currently plotting and planning 
many exciting new projects with his best pal, children’s book author Mo Willems, but 
the most exciting just might be the musical you’re about to watch right now.   

Playwright – Mo Willems is an author, illustrator, animator, playwright, and the 
inaugural Kennedy Center Education Artist-in-Residence. During his two-year 
term, Willems wrote, produced, and collaborated in creating fun new stuff involving 
classical music, jazz experiences, comedy concerts, dance, painting, and digital works 
with the National Symphony Orchestra, Ben Folds, Jason Moran, and others. Willems 
is best known for his #1 New York Times bestselling picture books, which have 
been awarded three Caldecott Honors, two Theodor Geisel Medals, and five Geisel 
Honors. He began his career as a writer and animator on PBS’ Sesame Street, where 
he garnered six Emmy Awards (writing). Other television work includes two series 
on Cartoon Network: Sheep in the Big City (creator and head writer) and Codename: 
Kids Next Door (head writer). His art has been exhibited around the world, including 
major solo retrospectives at the High Museum in Atlanta and the New-York Historical 
Society. Willems’s papers reside at Yale University’s Beinecke Library. Over the last 
decade, Willems has become the most produced playwright of Theater for Young 
Audiences in America, in large part thanks to his continued collaboration with 
Deborah Wicks La Puma and Megan Alrutz. Two of his previous plays, Knuffle Bunny: 
a Cautionary Musical and Elephant & Piggie’s We Are in a Play!, were commissioned 
by the Kennedy Center. Naked Mole Rat Gets Dressed: the Rock Experience was 
commissioned by the Seattle Children’s Theatre. Willems is overjoyed to have written 
Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! (The Musical!) with his longtime collaborator and 
friend, Mr. Warburton. Banana!  

DEBORAH WICKS LA PUMA 
COMPOSER AND ORCHESTRATOR - Deborah Wicks La Puma is delighted 
to be premiering another work at the Kennedy Center with the Mo Willems team! As a 
composer and orchestrator, she has worked with Willems to create Elephant and Piggie’s 
We Are in a Play! (The Kennedy Center), and Naked Mole Rat Gets Dressed: The Rock 
Experience (Seattle Childrens Theatre). La Puma is one of the most produced artists in 
Theater for Young Audiences today, and has enjoyed premiering numerous new musicals 
at the Kennedy Center, including OLIVERio: A Brazilian Twist and Chasing George 
Washington: A White House Adventure with playwright Karen Zacarias, and Nobody’s 
Perfect, a bilingual musical in English and American Sign Language based on Marlee 
Matlin’s book, with playwright Doug Cooney. Her latest musical, She Persisted with 
playwright Adam Tobin (based on the book by Chelsea Clinton and Alexandra Boiger), 
premiered this past spring at Bay Area Children’s Theatre. La Puma received her MFA in 
musical theatre Collaboration from New York University’s Tisch School of the Arts, her 
BA in music composition from Stanford University, and she studied Mexican folk music 
with ethnomusicologist Alfredo López Mondragón of the Universidad de Baja California. 
Her honors include the Jane Chambers Playwriting Award, an NEA New American Works 
Grant, two Parents Choice Awards, and a Helen Hayes Award for Outstanding Musical 
Adaptation. A proud Mexican-American and Navy brat who grew up in Brazil, Portugal, 
and California, La Puma is a member of TYA USA/ASSITEJ, ASCAP, and The Dramatists 
Guild. Mother to three daughters and Mimi the Cat, La Puma lives in Southern California 
with her PR Agent and loving husband, Chris.  

JERRY WHIDDON
ORIGINAL DIRECTOR-is a former producing artistic director/founding 
member at Round House Theatre and Street 70 Theatre. He has acted, directed, 
and taught in D.C. and New York City. Recent directing credits include Guys and 
Dolls (Olney), Elephant and Piggie’s We Are in A Play! (Kennedy Center), The 
Night Before Christmas (Adventure Theatre), Belle of Amherst (Bay Theatre), 
Nixon’s Nixon, Orson’s Shadow, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (Round 
House), Speed the Plow, Lost in Yonkers (Theater J). Favorite roles include 
Seagull on 16th Street (Trigorin), Blackbird (Ray), A Body of Water (Moss), 
Tabletop (Marcus), Wintertime (Francois), Underneath the Lintel (solo). Film, TV, 
and radio narration and voiceover credits include Heart and Soul—Biography 
of Frank Loesser, The Wire, An American Affair, My One and Only, A Woman 
Named Jackie (NBC), The Pelican Brief, On The Block (Yeager Films), Parade of 
Witnesses (PBS), All My Sons, American Appetites, and A Lesson Before Dying 
for VOA/LA Theatre Works. Whiddon also coaches leaders in the corporate 
world and teaches at University of Maryland, Catholic University, George Mason 
University, and Round House Theatre. Love to Jean, Amelia, and Hannah… they 
are the center, and the center holds.  

DR. MEGAN ALRUTZ 
DRAMATURG AND ASSOCIATE PRODUCER - Dr. Megan Alrutz 
is a professor at the University of Texas at Austin, where she heads the Drama 
and Theatre for Youth and Communities area. She works nationally and 
internationally as a theatre-maker, director, and dramaturg. Alrutz’s work focuses 
on the role of performance, storytelling (live and digital), and drama-based 
pedagogy in building intentional communities of practice with young people. 
Alrutz has worked as the dramaturg for award-winning author and playwright Mo 
Willems for the last ten years, and she is currently the dramaturg and associate 
producer for Mo Willems’s Education Artist-in-Residence projects at the Kennedy 
Center. Alrutz creates and directs visually surprising theater for the very young 
and is the author of three books: Critically Engaged Devising with Youth: The 
Performing Justice Project (with Lynn Hoare); Digital Storytelling, Applied 
Theatre & Youth: Performing Possibility; and Playing with Theory in Theatre 
Practice (with Julia Listengarten and Vandy Wood). Other recent works and 
projects include: Gimme Please! (Alliance Theatre and PaperBoats), Outside the 
Lines (Arts on the Horizon), Patchwork Stories (Exeter, UK), and the Performing 
Justice Project (Austin, TX).



WILLIAM YANESH
ORIGINAL MUSIC DIRECTOR - William Yanesh returns to the Kennedy 
Center after serving as music director for Earthrise, as well as both the premiere 
production and the national tour of Me…Jane. D.C. area credits include Into the 
Woods (Ford’s Theater), Snow Child (Arena Stage), Floyd Collins (1st Stage), 
Jesus Christ Superstar and The Last Five Years [Helen Hayes nominee, Music 
Direction] (Signature Theatre), and Ordinary Days (Round House Theatre). 
Orchestrations include Man of La Mancha (Shakespeare Theatre Company) 
and Big River (Adventure Theatre MTC). He wrote the music and lyrics for 
the Off-Broadway and nationally touring production of Caps for Sale, as well 
as Blueberries for Sal [Helen Hayes nominee, Best Adaptation] at Adventure 
Theatre MTC. His composition “The Astronomer” can be heard on the Capital 
Hearings’ album When the Night is New. williamyanesh.squarespace.com.  

THE CREATIVE TEAM

SCOTTIE ROWELL
PUPPET DIRECTOR-  Scottie Rowell is an arts entrepreneur and 
cheerleader for sustainable arts careers. Hailing from rural Georgia, Rowell got 
his start in storytelling and puppetry as a means to build worlds and create 
multiple characters as a solo performer. As owner of Teller Productions, an 
Atlanta-based theater company specializing in storytelling, puppetry, and 
theater for the very young, Rowell produces skillfully-crafted, sustainable works 
made accessible to audiences through non-traditional theater installations and 
immersive experiences. Recent puppet-directing credits include: Peter & Friends 
(Teller Productions and the National Symphony Orchestra), Old MacDonald’s 
Symphony (the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra), The Tourist Trap (Peppercorn 
Theatre), The Littlest Christmas Tree (IO Productions/Stone Mountain Park), and 
Deep Sea Discovery (Georgia Aquarium). ScottieRowell.com.  

MARIKA COUNTOURIS
MUSIC DIRECTOR -  Marika Countouris is a musician, educator, and 
performer in the DC area. She holds a BM in Musical Theatre from The 
Catholic University of America and serves as Vocal Instructor & Area 
Accompanist for Howard University’s BFA Musical Theatre Program. 
Some of her music directing credits include: FLYING V: We’re Gonna 
Die (Helen Hayes Nomination for Outstanding Music Direction); MUSEUM 
OF THE BIBLE: A Thrill of Hope Concert; CONSTELLATION: The Last 
Five Years; MONUMENTAL: Songs for a New World, Head Over Heels, 
Be More Chill, Daddy Long Legs, and Brooklyn; NEXTSTOP: Beehive; 
LEVINE MUSIC THEATRE: Matilda; CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY: 9 to 5;  
MONTGOMERY COLLEGE: Urinetown and Mr. Burns: A Post Electric Play; 
GONZAGA COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL: SpongeBob The Musical. Upcoming:
 MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE: Godspell.  

NATHAN PECK
ASSISTANT CHOREOGRAPHER - Nathan Peck recently choreographed 
the PBS special Live from Lincoln Center: Stars in Concert starring Annaleigh 
Ashford and served as Director/Choreographer of Kinky Boots at Ogunquit 
Playhouse. Nathan was dance/movement consultant on the Broadway 
productions of You Can’t Take It With You and Sylvia with Ms. Ashford and 
Our Mother’s Brief Affair with Linda Lavin. Nathan is proud to have been the 
Dance Captain of Kinky Boots during its entire Broadway run coaching Wayne 
Brady, Brendon Urie, Todrick Hall & Mark Ballas, among others, to the stage. He 
also choreographed for BC Beat, Broadway Bares XXVIII, Joseph at Ridgefield 
Playhouse, CT, and served as Director of The Soul Sessions starring Kyle Taylor 
Parker at Greenroom 42 in NYC. As performer, Nathan appeared in the Broadway 
companies of Wicked, La Cage aux Folles (2004, Dance Captain), Taboo, The Boy 
from Oz, and Dance of the Vampires (Asst Dance Captain). 

DANIEL CONWAY
SCENIC DESIGNER -  Daniel Conway’s recent projects include: Penn 
and Teller on Broadway, directed by John Rando; The Tempest for American 
Repertory Theatre, South Coast Repertory, and The Chicago Shakespeare 
Theatre, directed by Aaron Posner and Teller; the premieres of Queens for a 
Year for Hartford Stage and Love in Afghanistan for Arena Stage, directed by 
Lucie Tiberghien; The Diary of Anne Frank for Milwaukee Rep, directed by KJ 
Sanchez; End of The Rainbow, directed by Mark Clements for Milwaukee Rep; 
The Game’s Afoot for the Cleveland Playhouse, directed by Aaron Posner; Sucker 
Punch, directed by Leah C. Gardiner for the Studio Theatre; Company, Hairspray, 
Chess, and Sunset Boulevard for The Signature Theatre, directed by Eric 
Schaeffer; Sabrina Fair for The Ford’s Theatre and The Merry Wives of Windsor 
for The Shakespeare Theater, directed by Stephen Rayne; The Adventures of 
Homer P. Figg for The Kennedy Center, directed by Gregg Henry. Nominated for 
Washington, D.C’s Helen Hayes Award for Outstanding Set Design 15 times, he 
received the award in 2000, 2009, and 2014 for Stunning at Woolly Mammoth 
Theatre, directed by Anne Kaufmann.  

JEANNETTE CHRISTENSEN
COSTUME DESIGNER - Jeannette Christensen is currently based in D.C. 
and holds a BA in design & production from Arizona State University and an MFA 
in design from the University of Maryland. She has previously worked with the 
Kennedy Center designing costumes for the world premieres of How to Catch a 
Star (Dir. Jared Mezzochi) and Earthrise (Dir. Dawn M. Williams). She assisted with 
costume designs for the premiere and tour of Me Jane…the Dreams & Adventures 
of Young Jane Goodall (Dir. Aaron Posner/Des. Helen Huang), and the first stage 
read of The Watsons go to Birmingham - 1963 (Dir. Faye Price/Des. Trevor Bowen). 
Other assistant credits include Wolf Trap Opera, Folger Theatre, and Studio 
Theater. Regional design credits include Synetic Theater, Pointless Theater, Infinity 
Theater, Gala Hispanic Theater, Olney Theater Center, Theater Alliance, Adventure 
Theater MTC, Imagination Stage, Mosaic Theater, and The Keegan Theater. She has 
worked as a costume designer/mentor with the University of Maryland, Bowie State 
University, American University, and George Washington University. Find more of 
Christensen’s work on her website at jchristensendesign.com.  

SARAH TUNDERMANN
LIGHTING DESIGNER - Previous Kennedy Center credits include The 
Watsons Go to Birmingham and All the Way Live (projection designs). Recent 
regional lighting design credits include: The Royale, Tiger Style, Annie, and 
National Players tours 68–71 (Olney Theatre Center); The Little Shop of Horrors 
(Constellation Theatre Company); Velveteen Rabbit, Tinker Bell, Judy Moody and 
Stink, and Ella Enchanted (Adventure Theatre MTC); Twilight Los Angeles: 1992 
and Things That Are Round (REP Stage); Sing to Me Now (Rorschach Theatre); 
Queens Girl in Africa (Mosaic Theatre Company); Charlotte’s Web, Smartest Girl in 
the World, and The Jungle Book (Imagination Stage). Tundermann has an MFA in 
lighting design from the University of Maryland and currently resides in Baltimore 
with her dog, Jinx Monsoon. sarahtundermann.com.  



THE CREATIVE TEAM
JUSTIN SCHMITZ

SOUND DESIGNER - Justin Schmitz is elated to be returning to The Kennedy 
Center’s Theater for Young Audiences, having been the sound designer for: Darius 
and Twig, Me...Jane: The Adventures of Young Jane Goodall and the associate sound 
designer for: How To Catch a Star and Elephant and Piggie’s We Are in a Play! Other 
credits include: New York: Cow Play (Dixon Place Theatre) and Handbagged (59E59 
Theaters). Regional: The Kennedy Center, Signature Theatre, Round House, Olney 
Theatre Center, Theater J, Woolly Mammoth, Studio, Imagination Stage, Constellation, 
Keegan, Rorschach, WSC Avant Bard, Chautauqua Theatre Company, and Triad Stage. 
Additionally: The University of Maryland, Catholic University, and Gallaudet University, 
amongst others. Helen Hayes nominations: The Wild Party (Constellation) and I Call 
My Brothers (Forum). He is a proud member of IATSE USA 829, USITT, and Theatrical 
Sound Designers and Composers Association. Fellowships: The Kennedy Center (2015) 
through the Kenan Institute, Chautauqua Theatre Company (2013), and The Orchard 
Project (2011). justinschmitztheatre.com.  

CAROLE D’AGOSTINO
PUPPET DESIGNER/FABRICATOR - Carole D’agostino is a puppeteer 
and fabricator for TV, film, and stage. She is the puppet shop manager at the 
Center for Puppetry Arts in Atlanta. Her original piece The Hoarding Show was 
recently featured at the Puppeteers of America National Puppetry Festival 2019. 
Previous work: Jim Henson Creature Shop NYC, Puppet Heap, The Lyon Puppets, 
Alliance Theatre Atlanta, Glimmerglass Opera, Huntington Theater Boston. 
Selected credits: Muppets: Most Wanted, Sesame Street, Crank Yankers, Greg 
the Bunny, Escape Plan2, Broadway’s Avenue Q, Aladdin, and Shrek! The Musical, 
Drama Desk Nominated ImaginOcean Off-Broadway original cast. 

TRIX WILLEMS
ASSISTANT DRAMATURG - Trix Willems has long had an interest in 
theater, writing, and performance. He has been awarded multiple Audie Awards for 
his voice acting in more than ten animated adaptations of his father’s books.  His 
short documentary, Team Mo, was released nationwide by Weston Woods Studios.  
As a public speaker, Trix talks to high school and college students about trans 
issues.  He recently served as the dramaturg for the Mo-a-Palooza LIVE! Concert 
at the Kennedy Center. Trix attends the Gallatin School of Individualized Study at 
New York University where he has just finished performing in two students written 
and directed plays. He is very excited to be working with and learning from Megan 
Alrutz and the rest of the team!

CLARA ASHE-MOORE
ASSOCIATE LIGHTING DESIGNER - Clara Ashe-Moore is a lighting and 
projections designer from Asheville, NC. In May of 2020 she graduated with a BFA 
in Lighting Design from University of North Carolina School of the Arts. Clara is 
currently a Kennedy Center Kenan Fellow specializing in Lighting and Projection 
Design for the 2021-2022 season. Recent credits include Projections Designer for 
Because (KC Education and the NSO at the Kennedy Center Concert Hall) and 
Asst. Projection Designer for: The Phlebotomist (1st Stage), Ernest Shackleton 
Loves Me (Skylight Music Theatre), Hedwig and the Angry Inch (Olney Theatre 
Center), and Dreamgirls (Artscentric at Baltimore Center Stage).

TOSIN OLUFOLABI 
ASSISTANT SOUND DESIGNER - Tosin Olufolabi is a sound designer and 
deviser. Her design credits include My Barking Dog with Edge of the Universe 
Players 2; School Girls; Or, The African Mean Girls Play at Round House Theatre; 
She Sings Light, Hatpin Panic, and Shakespeare’s Worst with Capital Fringe; 
Antigone at Catholic University; Gloria at Woolly Mammoth; God is Dead & April is 
Getting Married with Three Muses; Peepshow with dog & pony dc; Abortion Road 
Trip and Soldier Poet with Theatre Prometheus; and Lela & Co. with Factory 449. 
Assistant design credits include Baggage at Gallaudet University; Anatole and Davy 
Copperfield at Imagination Stage; Still Life with Rocket at Theater Alliance; and 
Proof at Olney Theatre Center. 

CASEY PARKER

PRODUCTION STAGE MANAGER -  Casey Parker is thrilled to be 
working with the Kennedy Center once again, this time on her first tour! She has 
previously been involved with the Kennedy Center Theatre for Young Audiences 
on their productions of Earthrise and Acoustic Rooster’s Barnyard Boogie: Starring 
Indigo Blume, as well as the opening festival for the REACH campus. She has also 
worked extensively with many D.C. arts organizations, including Round House 
Theatre, Signature Theatre, Young Artists of America, Constellation Theatre 
Company, Prologue Theatre, and Adventure Theatre MTC. During her time as an 
undergraduate student at Denison University, she also interned with the Natural 
Theatre Company in Bath, UK. Most recently, Casey worked as an arts specialist at 
Butler Montessori in Darnestown, MD, where her students helped her develop her 
love of Elephant & Piggie and, of course, the Pigeon! 

WILLOW WATSON
PROPERTIES ARTISAN - Willow Watson (Properties Artisan) is a D.C.–based 
freelance props and scenic designer and a 2019–2020 William R. Kenan Jr. Fellow 
at the Kennedy Center. Previous D.C. credits include Kid Prince and Pablo (Props) 
with Kennedy Center Theater for Young audiences, Native Son (props), Sooner/ 
Later (props), and Fabulation (props) with Mosaic Theater; Henry IV (props) and 
The Diary of Anne Frank (props) with Chesapeake Shakespeare Company; and the 
2019 Fringe Curates Rep (Scenic). Upcoming projects include Theory (props) with 
Mosaic Theater and The Infinite Tales (Scenic) with 4615 Theater Company. More 
information available at willowscenic.com. 



AUDIENCE MEMEBER GUIDE

Experiencing the theatre is a group activity shared not only with the actors, but also with the people 
sitting around you. Your attention and participation help the actors perform better, and allows the rest 
of the audience to enjoy the show. We invite you to laugh when it is funny, cry when it is sad, gasp 
when it is shocking, but refrain from talking during the show, as it disturbs audience members 
and performers alike. 

Leave cell phones, tablets, hand held games, and 
other distracting and noise-making electronic 
devices at home or turn them completely off. 

Don’t talk with your neighbors during the 
play. It distracts people around you and the 
actors on stage. 

During the curtain call remain in your seat 
and applaud because this is part of the 
performance too. The actors will come out on 
stage one more time to say thank you for your 
participation as an audience member. 

The lights dimming and going out signal 
the audience to quiet down and settle in 
your seats: the play is about to begin. 

Remain in your seat during the play. 
Please use the restroom before or after 
the show, as well as during intermission.  



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Eve Alvord
April Berg
Shari Bitcon
Heather Blahous
Meghan Browne
Amy Chasanov
Roberto Dondisch
Bob Evans
Stacie Foster
Mimi Gan

Amanda Hicks
Cindy Jed
Bryan Kelley
Barbara Larimer
Winfield Martin
Kirsten Nesholm
Eleanor C. Nolan
Andrew Parcel
Louise Pietrafesa
Sally Rampersad

Lee-Norah Sanzo
Laura Smith
Constance Thompson
Katina Thornock
Jared Van Kirk
Wanda Wong
Winston Yeung

Anh Nguyen President

Laura Buckland Vice President

Shelly Heier Treasurer

Karin Jones Secretary
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Mig Schaaf Foundation President 

Mark Sherman Foundation Vice President 

Kerry Richards Foundation Secretary 

Richard Bendix Foundation Treasurer 

Mimi Kirsch Foundation Member 

Laurie Oki Foundation Member 

Anh Nguyen Association President
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Karin Jones Association Secretary 

Shelly Heier Association Treasurer 

Eve Alvord Association Board Member 

Lee-Norah Sanzo Association Board Member 

Mimi Gan Association Board Member 
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SCT STAFF
DIRECTORS 

Kevin Malgesini Managing Director 

SENIOR STAFF

Clare Hausmann Weiand Senior Director of 
Strategic Initiatives 

Johamy Morales Director of Education and 
Engagement

Lesley Fox Director of Finance

Lynn Compton Director of Development

Teresa Rende Johnson Director of Marketing and 
Communications

ARTISTIC AND PRODUCTION

Tony Froehlich Director of Operations

Will Cruttenden Interim Director of Production

AJ Hudson Lead Scenic Carpenter

Amanda Norman Costume & Wardrobe Swing

Angelo Domitri Stage Operations Head

Anna Bowen Charge Costume Fabricator

Austin Dolan Charge Stage Carpenter

Daphne Maurides Properties Shop Head

Emma Pihl Associate Director of Production

Erin Perona Charge Wardrobe Technician 

Jeffrey Cook Charge Scenic Artist

Jordan “JZ” Zizzi Lead Electrician

Joseph Swartz Charge Sound Engineer

Kevin Wilson Lead Scenic Artist

Kyle Thompson Lead Sound Engineer

Louis McElrath COVID-19 Safety Manager 

Matthew Osier Production Safety Head

Meryl Carson Stage Operations Swing

Paige Demasi Charge Scenic Carpenter

Sarah Gordon Costume Shop Head

Todd Peacock-Preston Charge Properties Artisan

Trick Danneker Executive Assistant & Casting Associate

Zach Danneker Technical Director

Zanna King Charge Electrician

EDUCATION & ENGAGEMENT

Abby Sledge Education Registrar

Caitlyn Davis Drama School Operations 
Manager

Gabrielle Moore School Programs and 
Partnership Coordinator

Tiffany Maltos Associate Director of Education and 
Engagement

Yanci Huezo Education Fellow

EXTERNAL RELATIONS
Austin Lang Digital Marketing Manager 

AJ SternTicket Office Representative

Andrew Shanks Sales Manager

Eliane Rodriguez Marketing Content 
Coordinator

Grace Green Field Trip Coordinator

Jeremy Berdin Ticket Office Representative

Jordan-Michael Whidbey Ticket Office 
Representative

Kanani Reichlin Data Operations Manager 

Liz Houlton Institutional Relations Officer

Marlee Squires Development Coordinator

Michael Krenning Ticket Office Representative

Olivia Mangione Graphic Designer

OPERATIONS & ADMINISTRATION

Adrian Prendergast Receptionist

Anahita Sepehri Patron Services Representative

Charissa Adams Board Liaison & Operations 
Manager

Eric Bischoff IT Administrator

Erika Brown Front of House Manager

Mark Nebel Facilities Manager

Sam Taylor Patron Services Representative 

Sara Castilleja Patron Services Representative

Sue McAllister Accounting Manager

Susanna Pugh Associate Director of 
Patron Experience

Trick Danneker Executive Assistant & 
Casting Associate





OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS

SEASON SPONSORS COMMUNITY 

$70,000 & Above
ArtsFund

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

King County’s Revive and Thrive 
Arts and Culture Fund

Microsoft

Seattle Center**

The Norcliffe Foundation

The Shubert Foundation

$25,000 – $69,999
4Culture

Anonymous Fund of the Philadelphia Foundation

King County Council Member Jeanne Kohl-Welles

King County Office of Performance/Strategy/
Budget

City of Seattle Office of Arts & Culture

Keith & Mary Kay McCaw Family Foundation

National Endowment for the Arts

Nesholm Family Foundation

Safeco Insurance Fund &
the Liberty Mutual Foundation

The Oki Foundation

$10,000 – $24,999
Adrienne Coons Memorial Fund

Amazon*

Grousemont Foundation

King County Building for Equity program 
at 4Culture

Moccasin Lake Foundation

Northwest Asset Management**

The Sheri & Les Biller Family Foundation

$1,000 – $9,999
Ash Consulting*

Caplin Foundation

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP *

Horizons Foundation

Lynden, Inc.*

The Morgan Fund at Seattle Foundation

Poncho Legacy Fund

Tulalip Tribes Charitable Contributions

STUDENT ACCESS 
SERIES SPONSORS

COVID RELIEF

4Culture

ArtsFund

City of Seattle

King County Covid Relief Fund

NHL Seattle

Safeco Insurance Fund &

the Liberty Mutual Foundation

School’s Out Washington

The Sheri & Les Biller Family Foundation

Washington State Department of

Commerce & ArtsFund

Adobe  

Balfour Beatty 
Company 

BECU 

Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation 

BMGI 

Boeing 

Bristol Myers Squibb 

Cambia Health
Foundation
 
Costco Wholesale 

DocuSign 

F5 Networks 

MATCHING GIFT COMPANIES

Goldman, Sachs & Co.

Google

Hewlett Packard 

Joshua Green Foundation 
 
King County Employee 
Giving Program 

Laird Norton Company 

Microsoft  

Nordstrom

Perkins Coie 

Premera Blue Cross

Puget Sound Energy

Raikes Foundation 

Thank you to these companies who offer workplace giving and matching gift 
opportunities. Check to see if your company offers these benefits today!

ServiceNow

Tegna Foundation 

T-Mobile 

Verus Investments 

Weyerhaeuser Company
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INDIVIDUAL DONORS CONTINUED
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Saurabh Sensharma 

Michelle Serpas 

Norma & Peter Shainin 

Susan & Daniel Shames 

John Sharify 

Mark Sherman & Jennifer Daves* 

Pin-An Shih 

Haeryung Shin & Andrew von Nordenflycht 

Sarah Sidman 

Stella Sieber 

Stacie Siebrecht 

Sonia Siegel Vexler & Paul Vexler 

Margee Sigley 

JoAnn Silkes 

Robert Silverman & Lois Stiegemeier 

Dee Simon 

Jonas Simonis & Jillian Barron 

Nancy Sisko 

Shirley Slade 

April & Roger Smith 

Laura & Jim Smith* 

Warren & Nancy Smith 

Matthew Smucker & Carol Roscoe 

Rick & Gail Solomon 

Jeffrey Spector 

Mark & Sandra Spee 

Lilian Speirs 

Elaine Spencer & Dennis Forsyth 

Naomi Spinak 

Jennie S. Goldberg & Peter Stekel 

Amy Stephenson 

Cora Sterling 

Delphine & Charles Stevens 

Andrew Stinson 

Rachel Stoermer 

Heidi & Chris Stolte 

Sheryl Straggi 

Karen Strand 

Ann Strickland 

Jeanne Strickland 

INDIVIDUAL DONORS CONTINUED

Carrie Stroud 

Jenny Pang & Jeffrey Sullivan 

Ann & John Summers 

Alyssa & Bill Sunderland 

Constance Swank 

David Swanson 

Mary Swenson 

Lara Swimmer Photography 

Linda Symons 

Vasylyna Syrov 

Walter S. Tabler 

Mary Ellen Talley 

Harold Taw & Katie Hong 

Deborah & Justin Thenutai 

Constance, Mychael, & Caleb Thompson* 

Matthew Thompson 

Philip Thompson & Beth Dolliver 

Stanford Thompson 

Susan Thompson 

Katina & Brad Thornock* 

Wei Tian & Yi-Ning Mei 

Sarah Tien 

Dennis Torres & Greg Mangum 

Betty Lou Treiger 

Patricia Trovato 

Shirley & David Urdal 

Eugene Usui 

Deniz Uysal-Ferre 

John A. Vadino 

Emily Vajda 

Holly Valentino 

Michaela Valkova 

Jared & Amanda Van Kirk* 

Sharon Van Kirk 

Laurie VanderWeyst 

Gina Vangelos & James Schneidmiller 

Devorah Roth 

Linda Venczel 

Rodrigo Vergara 

Arthur M. Vetter 

Lynne Vigesaa 

Fernando Viton 

Sarah Vogt 

Kathy Volrath 

Nick Vossburg 

Nancy Wainstein 

Ellen Walker 

Amy & Dennis Wallace 

Paul Merry & Carrie Wallace 

Julie & David Ward 

Marylyn Ward & Jay Johnston 

Victoria Warshaw 

Judith Wasserheit & Jeffrey Harris 

Jennifer Waterman 

Kimberly Watson & Glen Draper 

Karl Watt 

Karen & David Waugh 

Timothy Waxenfelter 

Wendy Weaver 

Walter Weber & Teri Kopp 

Brandon Weil 

Nancy Weintraub 

Jarvis & David Weld 

Sasha Welland & James Tweedie 

Stephanie Wenglikowski 

Judi & David Werner 

Olivier Wevers 

Kelly & Branston Weyer 

Erika Whinihan 

J Michael White 

Sam Whiting 

Heather Wilde, Jim Gierman, & Jules Gierman 

Williams Miller Family Foundation 

Carol Williams 

Annelliott Willis 

Jamie & Lisa Willis 

Carol & Bryan Willison 

Rosemary & Kenneth Willman 

Clyde & Kathy Wilson 

Karen & John Wilson 

Adawna & Mark Windom 

Anne Winkes 

Trista Winnie Fraser 

Valerie Winslow 

Lora Wise 

Daniel Witmer 

Rob & Becky Witmer 

Rebecca Wittmann 

Ilana Wodlinger 

Jodie Wohl & Richard Hert 

Vickielee Wohlbach 

David Wold 

Jennifer Wolfe 

Carey Wong & Thomas Campbell Household 

Wanda Wong & Mark Masterson* 

Carrie Wood 

Barbara Woodworth 

Susan Worek 

Christine Woskett & Neill Clift 

Charles Wright Jr 

Elaine Wu 

Yi Xiao & Jiguang Shen 

Laurie Yamamura 

Megan Yoshimura & Allan Quiaoit 

Judy Yu 

Erin Zefkeles 

Jamie Zembruski & Oliver Babson 

Yuan Zheng 

Wu Zhou & Alex Chou 

Verónica Zidarich & Christian Schormann 

Leslie Ziff 

Sonia Zwilling 



IN HONOR OF

The Bitcon-Donnelly Family 

Sylvia & Edmund Brandon 

Mark W. Branom 

Rena & Elliott Derse 

Darcy Dixon & HP Canwell 

Christian Duhamel 

Ghosted 

Tiffany Gilbert 

Sue Elvrum & Steve Glass 

Linda Hartzell 

Talena Kelln & Reed Viydo 

Kevin Malgesini 

Sue, Andy, Maddie McAllistar 

Kirsten Nesholm 

The Oki Family 

Louise Pietrafesa & Anna Kaminski (2) 

Bill Robinson 

Scott Ruthfield 

Ken & Lucia Schubert 

Virginia 

Jo, Naomi & CC Werther

IN MEMORY OF

Paul Bartelmes 

Jeanne Ehrlichman Bluechel 

Adrienne Coons 

Gordon Evans (2) 

Millie Hokanson 

Jean Mataya 

Beverly Morgan 

Silas Livingstone Morse IV (2) 

Theiline Scheumann



NEXT UP
TICKETS AT WWW.SCT.ORG

MAY 3 - 
MAY 22



TICKETS AT WWW.SCT.ORG

SUMMER 
@ SCT

Explore our classes today
WWW.SCT.ORG


