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Seattle Children’s Theatre announces 2008-2009 season:
9-play line-up highlighted by Oz, zombies and returning favorites

(Seattle, WA) – Seattle Children’s Theatre is pleased to announce its 2008-2009 Mainstage season, an exciting nine-play line-up that includes red-nosed pirates, a boy who was a rat, an ambitious young pharaoh and a trip over the rainbow. The season kicks off with a different show for each end of the audience spectrum.
For toddlers, SCT once again offers The Green Sheep; this interactive production produced by Windmill Performing Arts was a big hit with kids aged 1 to 4 last summer. Running concurrently with Green Sheep will be Night of the Living Dead, a high-camp stage adaptation of George Romero’s classic film, presented especially for teenagers. The Green Sheep will show exclusively by day, with Night of the Living Dead playing evening performances. Both shows will be offered as add-ons to the regular subscription series.
The regular Mainstage season continues with Bluenose, a tale of tolerance and acceptance on the high seas; a holiday production of The Wizard of Oz, the family classic brought from the screen to the stage; Tomás and the Library Lady, a story of a young migrant boy finding shelter and magic through reading; Pharaoh Serket and the Lost Stone of Fire, a mysterious adventure story set in ancient Egypt; an adaptation of Dickens’ classic story of revolution and sacrifice, A Tale of Two Cities; the return of SCT’s wildly popular adaptation of the picture book favorite, Goodnight Moon; and, from the author of the His Dark Materials trilogy, I Was a Rat!, in which a boy who may have been a rat turns London upside down.
“This season doesn’t revolve around one particular theme,” says SCT Artistic Director Linda Hartzell. “These are stories from all over the world and throughout time. If they share a common thread, it is the idea that we can, individually and collectively, find the best within ourselves.”

Following is the full line-up for SCT’s 2008-2009 season:

Seattle Children’s Theatre presents the Windmill Performing Arts production of

The Green Sheep
Based on Mem Fox and Judy Horacek’s book Where is the Green Sheep?
Directed by Cate Fowler
October 1 to November 2, 2008
Specifically Designed For Ages 1-4

Back by popular demand and on the SCT stage, parents and toddlers will be delighted and captivated as they sit in the sheep pen and join in the search for the elusive green sheep. There will be music, puppets, and loads of laughter while we explore the early learning concepts of size, color, and distance.

Night of the Living Dead 
By Lori Allen Ohm • Directed by Linda Hartzell

Based on the original film by George Romero and John Russo

October 3 to November 1, 2008

Ages 13+

It seems like a night just like any other, but just when Barbara and Johnny thought car troubles were their biggest problem, a whole new headache rises. That’s right—Zombies!

Just like the movie, but live, or rather dead, right there in front of you.

“…carefully measured doses of high camp and old-fashioned, edge-of-seat horror…Just as we get our breath, here comes another scare just for fun.”  -Dallas Observer
Bluenose
By Emil Sher • Directed by Allison Narver

October 17 to December 14, 2008

Recommended for Ages 6+/Grades 1 and up

This rollicking pirate story has quick and witty banter, fantastic physical comedy, and a lovely story of tolerance and acceptance. Three red-nosed pirates stumble across a blue-nosed girl fishing in the water around their boat. Being different from them is an unthinkable offense, and they don’t like it! Despite their bumbling, stumbling ways, she teaches them to let go of their prejudices and fears, and they all learn a little bit about themselves along the way. 

The Wizard of Oz  
By L. Frank Baum • Directed by Linda Hartzell

With Music and Lyrics by Harold Arlen and E.Y. Harbug

Background Music by Herbert Stothart

Dance and Vocal Arrangements by Peter Howard

Orchestration by Larry Wilcox

Adapted by John Kane for the Royal Shakespeare Company

Based upon the Classic Motion Picture owned by Turner Entertainment Co. and distributed in all media by Warner Bros.

November 21, 2008 to January 17, 2009

Recommended for Ages 6+/Gades 1 and up

Take a journey over the rainbow with this family favorite classic. When Dorothy gets her wish of escaping her dull Kansas farm-life, it brings her to a world she could have only imagined. Filled with munchkins, witches, and even flying monkeys, this wondrous new place is bright and exciting, but it isn’t home. With her new friends, Dorothy sets out to ask the all-powerful wizard to help her, help them all, return to who they really are inside.

Tomás and the Library Lady 

By José Cruz González • Based on the book by Pat Mora • Directed by David Saar

January 9 to March 1, 2009

Recommended for Ages 7+/Grades 2 and up

Unable to read English, Tomás, a migrant boy, is terrified of school. When his family heads North for the harvest, he finds a refuge that may help ease his fears—the library. The compassionate Library Lady introduces Tomás to the fun and magic found in the pages of a good book.

Pharaoh Serket and the Lost Stone of Fire

By John Olive • Directed by Kurt Beattie

January 30 to  March 7, 2009

Recommended for Ages 8+/Grades 3 and up

This thrilling adventure set in Ancient Egypt will have you on the edge of your seat, eager to find what secrets lie in the deserts. The mysterious Zalira and sneeze-afflicted palace scribe, Bakneb, must aid the young and spoiled Pharaoh Serket if he is to escape death at the hands of his ever-present enemies. Together they journey deep into the desert to find the Lost Stone of Fire, a gem so mystical it is believed to grant its owner immortality. However, Serket’s quest brings him a treasure even greater. 

A Tale of Two Cities 
By Dwayne Hartford • Based on the novel by Charles Dickens • Directed by Rita Giomi

March 20 to April 12, 2009

Recommended for Ages 11+/Grades 6 and up

In 1778, France is on the brink of revolution. The people are desperate, ready to break and seek justice where they may. They strive to find a unifying identity, something that will help them escape the devastating poverty and famine they endure. Families become embroiled in battles for vengeance, and one man’s act of self-sacrifice reminds us all what true nobility, true liberty, are made of.

Goodnight Moon 

Script, Music, and Lyrics by Chad Henry • Adapted from Goodnight Moon by Margaret Wise Brown • Illustrations by Clement Hurd • Directed by Linda Hartzell

April 10 to June 14, 2009

Recommended for Ages 4 and up/Grades PreK and up

“Enchanting…Feat of inspired genius.” – Seattle Post-Intelligencer

Little Bunny’s imagination is a wondrous place when he must say his goodnights. A place where toys come to life and pictures are filled with real, talking, breathing people. After all the pandemonium of getting ready for bed, little bunny finally closes his eyes and drifts off to sleep.

I Was a Rat!

By Barbara Field • Based on the Book by Philip Pullman • Directed by Rita Giomi

May 1 to June 14, 2009

Recommended for Ages 6+/Grades 1 and up

In a similar vein as Wicked or The Ugly Stepsister, I Was a Rat! shows us a different perspective on a well-traveled tale. Poor little Roger (even rat-boys need proper names) has no where to turn. Luckily, Bob the cobbler and his wife, Joan, have a warm home and welcoming hearts. If only Roger were able to stay out of trouble long enough to enjoy them. He even manages to get thrown in jail for being a dreaded sewer monster! Thank goodness, the Princess arrives in time to straighten the whole mess out, and return Roger to his new home and loving family.

Seattle Children’s Theatre would like to thank 2008-09 season sponsors The Safeco Foundation, Boeing, and Microsoft for their generous support.
Seattle Children’s Theatre has over 14,000 subscribers each year who enjoy benefits such as special rates on tickets, guaranteed seats, free ticket exchanges, the first chance to purchase additional tickets and discounted merchandise and Drama School classes.  SCT offers various subscription packages, including a six-admission “Flex Pass” that allows families the flexibility to choose the shows, dates and times of their choice, while still getting the benefits of a subscription.  

SCT’s ticket office will begin renewing subscriptions, which range in price from $72 to $189, immediately; new subscriptions will begin being processed on May 8, 2008.  Single tickets for most Mainstage productions range in price from $17 to $34; tickets for The Wizard of Oz range from $20 to $40; tickets for all performances of The Green Sheep are $13; tickets for most performances of Night of the Living Dead are $20, with tickets for Halloween weekend at $24.  Single tickets for The Green Sheep and Night of the Living Dead go on sale July 7, 2008, with all other single tickets going on sale August 11, 2008. For more information about subscriptions or single tickets, visit www.sct.org or call the SCT ticket office at (206) 441-3322. 

Seattle Children’s Theatre, which will celebrate its 34th season in 2008-2009, performs September through June in the Charlotte Martin and Eve Alvord Theatres at Seattle Center.  Since its inception, SCT has gained acclaim as a leading producer of professional theatre, educational programs and new scripts for young people.  By the end of its 2007-2008 season, SCT will have presented nearly 200 plays, 99 of which were world premieres, and entertained over 4 million children. 
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