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A co-production with Speeltheater Holland

Adaptation and musi¢ by Guus Ponsioen
Based on the®560k by Michel Tournier
English translation by Rina Vergano

January 14 — February 14, 2010
Ages 6+ /Grades 1+
A note about our age recommendation: 6-years-old and up

The storytelling is a sophisticated blend of puppets, actors, and musicians. This is a quiet, lovely
show that will engage you, but it doesn’t have flashy sets or props.

Running Time: 2 hours
All running times listed are approximate and include an intermission, if applicable.
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SYNOPSIS, EALRS, & CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

The Sun and Moon, constant companions yet ever at odds, much like the washerwoman,
Colombina, and the sweet baker who loves her, Per6. One lives by day, the other by night.
These two Italian neighbors grew up side-by-side, everyone in their village thinking they
would end up together. But how can a baker “covered in powdery clouds of flour” be with

a “fine...washerwoman”? Perd, dreaming of his love, kept company only by the Moon,

bakes and bakes as the rest of the village sleeps. He pours all this feeling into the delicious
breads, tarts, cakes, and all sweet things he bakes to make life better. Colombina, though,
toils away during the day. She scrubs and scrubs, bleaching away her hopes for excitement
and adventure as each day passes into night. What’s more, Colombina fears the night

and so avoids dear Perd. Still, the baker pines for his childhood sweetheart, writing her
letter after letter in hopes of turning her heart back toward him. Unfortunately, Perd’s skill
lies in his baking, not his writing. He never actually tells Colombina how he feels. One

day, while Perd sleeps, Paletino, the house-painter, comes to town. He is all life and color.
Colombina is swept away at once, and has the vibrant Paletino paint her house. Next

thing we know, she invites him inside. Perd notices the pair on their date, and his heart
breaks. The couple decides to embark on a fun-filled holiday. While Colombina delights in
the vividly colorful nature of her new life, she feels sorry for, and misses, the sweet Perd -

if only he had let her know how he really felt. So, Perd6 becomes more dejected every day.

In fact, Perd even closes the bakery “due to broken heart.” Soon, Colombina realizes

that beautiful colors fade and you need more than the excitement of
something new to make a satisfying life. She remembers her true self, and her
true love, and heads home, alone. And together, Peré and Colombina finally
enjoy both night and day, living happily ever after.

We believe that seeing the show and

using our Educator Resource Guide

can help you meet the following

EALRSs:

Reading: 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.4

Communication: 1.1, 4.1

Arts: 1.1, 1.4,2.1, 2.3,4.1

Geography: 1.1, 3.3
Peré6 touches on many themes
and ideas. Here are some that
we think would make good
Curriculum Connections:
Puppetry
Music
Translation
Baking
Commedia dell’Arte
Jobs
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BOOKLIST
For Kids:

Count Silvernose: A Story from Italy
Eric A. Kimmel

Magician’s Boy
Susan Cooper

Maurice Sendak’s Really Rosie: Starring
the Nutshell Kids
Music by Carole King

Priceless Gift: A Tale from Italy
Martha Hamilton

The Rope Trick
Lloyd Alexander

Strega Nona: An Old Tale
Tomie dePaola

Tomie dePaola’s Big Book of Favorite Legends
Tomie dePaola

The Thief Lord
Cornelia Caroline Funke

The Year I Didn’t Go to School
Giselle Potter

The King of Capri

Jeanette Winterson

Beautifully illustrated, this is the tale of a greedy
king, a fierce storm, and the kindly washerwoman
who becomes a queen.

List compiled by Erica Delavan and Pamela LaBorde
Seattle Public Library

THINGS TO READ & LEARN

For Adults:

Folktales on Stage
Aaron Shepherd

Kids Baking: Over 60 Delicious Recipes for
Children to Make
Sara Lewis

Make Your Own Puppets and Puppet Theaters
Carolyn Carreiro

The Fantasticks

Tom Jones and Harvey Schmidt

In this perennial favorite Broadway drama, when
two children learn of their parents’ plans to make a
match using reverse psychology, they take off to see
the world, only to return to find true love.

OBS
In our story, we see the characters working
at their jobs. Pero is a baker, Colombina a
washerwoman, and Paletino a house painter.
They love the work they do, and the work
seems to say something about who they are.

What job do you want to have when you are
older? What do you think would be the best
thing about that job? What is something
about that job you might not like?

Here is a link to a site that has information
on a bunch of different jobs. See if there is one
that you might like.
http://www.kids.gov/6_8/6_8_careers.shtml






