SYNOPSIS

In mid-1700’s France, the people starve and the aristocracy
treats the masses like dogs, doing whatever thy like to
whomever they like. The Marquis St. Evremonde and his
brother show no concern when Dr. Manette cannot save a

girl, and her brother, from deaths they inflicted upon the poor
innocent creatures. And when Dr. Manette refuses recompense
for his help in the endeavor, he is held prisoner in the Bastille
for 18 years, finally released into the care of his long-time
servant, Monsieur Defarge and his wife, Madame Defarge.
Hearing of her father’s freedom, Lucie Manette travels from
London with family friend, Jarvis Lorry, to retrieve her father.
Though he suffers from such a long and unjust isolation, Dr.
Manette’s healing can begin now that he is reunited with his family.

1780, 5 years after the Manettes returned to London, Frenchman
Charles Darnay is on trial for treason. Luckily, Sydney Carton, in
the employ of barrister Mr. Stryver, bears an uncanny resemblance
to Darnay, making the eyewitness account seem shakey at best.
Darnay, Carton, and Miss Manette strike up an unlikely friend-
ship, with both men growing ever fonder of the lady. Soon, Lucie
and Charles fall in love, much to the dismay of poor Sydney, but
he vows to love and protect all that is dear to Lucie for the sake of
their friendship.

Back in France, the people tire of the continued poor treatment
from the nobility. Their lives expendable and dismal, their anger
grows and festers, seeking an outlet. When it comes, it comes with
a vengeance. The Bastille is stormed and the nobility falls. The
people turn to the guillotine to mete out justice for them, at last.

Before embarking on their honeymoon in 1792, Charles is given
a letter from France. His uncle, the Marquis St. Evremonde has
been murdered and all those who had been in the employ of the
aristocracy are being tried and killed. A servant begs Charles to
come and speak on his behalf. Charles, having renounced

his name and titles due to the cruelties his family continually
inflicted on the masses, sees no other choice but to return

to his homeland to save the man. Of course, this is exactly

what the murderous Madame Defarge is hoping for —

now her chance for revenge, in the guise of justice, is at hand.

Hearing of her husband’s imprisonment in Paris, Lucie,
along with her father and Miss Pross, heads for France.
Knowing what dangers may await his friends, Carton
makes for Paris at once. Upon arrival, it is clear that
Lucie is with child. This further enrages Madame
Defarge, whose thirst for blood will not be quenched
until every Evremonde, even the innocent child, is killed.
After a perfunctory trial, Charles is sentenced to death.
The next morning he is to be taken to the guillotine.
Carton remains a man of his word and manages to switch
places with Charles, going to death in his stead,
remarking at the last, "It is a far, far better thing that I
do, than I have ever done; it is a far, far better rest

that I go to than I have ever known."
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THE FRENCH

Life in pre-Revolution France was one of great class
divide. While the peasants dealt with famine brought on
by bad agricultural standards and rural overpopulation,
the aristocracy demanded more taxes, tithes, and their
feudal dues. There was no understanding or mercy, and
the patience of the people grew ever more strained.

There were three castes, or estates, in French society: the
clergy, the nobility, and the commons. France was ruled
by the first two, but 97% of the population belonged in
the common class, and their resentment toward those in
power was reaching a critical point. When King Louis XVI
called the Estates-General (a body with proportional
representation of each of the three classes) to convene in
Versailles in 1789, he thought they would devise a plan
to end the heavy debt France was in; the Estates-General
had another plan. Though Louis tried to thwart them, the
members were determined to pass a constitution. This
self-named group, the National Assembly, began to
debate and draft the new French Constitution. Fearing
the commoners would wrest power from the crown,
Louis had troops dispersed throughout the capitol.

The people saw this as an overtly hostile act against the
National Assembly; and in an attempt to arm themselves,
they stormed the Bastille prison, where munitions were
held. From there, the rioters established a new rebel
government in Paris. This was the instigating incident the
people needed. Violence and upheaval spread throughout
the country. Nobles were killed and their lands looted.
Still, the clergy and nobility held on to their old beliefs
that only they should have power and position. Finally,
the “great fear” (as this wave of non-ending violence is
known) forced them to acquiesce, and on August 4 the
Assembly began passing reforms, soon turning their
attention to a national bill of rights (much of this Declaration
of Rights remains in France’s Constitution today).

The King refused to acknowledge these reforms, at first,
but finally had no choice. In June 1791, the King and his
family tried to flee the country but were stopped before
they could escape. They were then kept as prisoners in
their palace in Paris, until 1792 when the monarchy was
abolished, the King found guilty of acting against the
liberty of France, and was finally beheaded, in 1793. Such
an act caused ripples of terror throughout the crowned
heads of Europe; perhaps such horrors could happen to
them. Many of the sitting royalty banded together and sent
troops to fight the revolutionaries in France. The turmoil
this caused in the new French regime gave rise to a tight-

REVOLUTION

fisted group, the Jacobins, who were determined to crush
any resistance with their “reign of terror.” From July 1793
to July 1794 over 17,000 people were executed. After this
reign ended, the Jacobins lost their power, and things
slowly started to revert back to the old ways: heavy taxes
on the poor, no voting rights for those who couldn’t afford
to pay for them, wealth and prosperity for the rich. Soon,
one man began to come forward to lead France into the
next phase of its history —General Napoleon Bonaparte.

VOCABULARY

Subjugate

[suhb-juh-geyt] -verb

1. to bring under complete control or subjection;
conquer; master.

2.to make submissive or subservient; enslave.

Liberty

[lib-er-tee] -noun

1.freedom from arbitrary or despotic government
or control.

ustice

[juhs-tis]-noun

1. the quality of being just; righteousness, equitableness,
or moral rightness: to uphold the justice of a cause.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

The people of the French Revolution strove to gain
freedom and liberty. Do you think the methods they
used were just?

There are countries around the world today whose
people are subjugated. If you lived in one such place,
what would you do to gain liberty?



ITS ABOUT TIME

On this side we see a little of
what was happening in France
during the Revolution.

1789 - French peasants were mad because of an unfair
tax system and a poor harvest in 1788.

May 5, 1789 - Louis XVI called Estates-General to a
meeting in Versailles to approve a tax plan.

June 17, 1789 - The Third Estate declared themselves the
National Assembly and made the Tennis Court Oath.

July 14, 1789 - The people of Paris stormed the Bastille.

August 4, 1789 - The National Assembly announced the
end of feudalism and serfdom in France.

August 27, 1789 - The National Assembly issued the
Declaration of the Rights of Man.

October 5, 1789 - Paris women invaded Versailles.
1791 -The Constitution of 1791 was adopted.

June 20, 1791 -Louis XVI and his family tried to flee
France but were arrested.

April 20, 1792 - France declared war on Austria.

September 1792 -The National Convention held their
first meeting.

January 21, 1793 - Louis XVI sentenced to the guillotine.

August 1793 - A national draft called for all able-bodied
men to join the army.

September 1793 to July 1794 - The Reign of Terror
sentenced over 17,000 to death.

July 27, 1794 - Robespierre was arrested.
July 28, 1794 - Robespierre was beheaded.
1795 - A new Constitution was adopted.

1799 - The French Revolution ended and Napoleon was
appointed First Consul.

1802 - Peace with England was established.

1775 - American War of Independence began when
colonists fought British troops at Lexington.

1776 - On 4th July, the American Congress passed their
Declaration of Independence from Britain. Edward
Gibbons' published his “Decline and Fall” and Adam
Smith, his “Wealth of Nations.”

1788 - George III suffers his first attack of 'madness’
(caused by porphyria).
1789 - Outbreak of the French Revolution.

And on this side, we see
some of what the English
were experiencing at the
same time.

Can you see similarities

and differences that may
have led one nation to revolt
but not the other?

1790 - Edmund Burke published his “Reflections on the
Revolution in France.”

1791 - James Boswell published his “Life of Johnson”
and Thomas Paine, his “Rights of Man.”

1792 - Coal gas was used for lighting for the first time.
Mary Wollstonecraft published her “Vindication of the
Rights of Women”

1793 - Outbreak of War between Britain and France.

A Tale of
Two Cities
LCocations

1799 - Napoleon was appointed First Consul in France

1802 - Peace with France was established.



"It was the best of times, it was the worst of times,
it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness,
it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity,
it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness,
it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair ..."

THE GUILLOTINE

A device synonymous with terror and gruesome death, the guillotine

was first devised as a humanitarian solution to capitol punishment by

Dr. Antoine Louis. In 1789, Dr. Joseph Guillotin famously spoke to the
French Assembly purporting that this mechanism would make a more
humane means of execution than the standard hanging (for commoners)

or beheading by sword (for nobility). The speed and accuracy of the

blade made for a far less painful death. In 1791, the French government

did adopt the guillotine as their preferred method of execution. It was

first used in 1792 to execute highwayman Pelletier. At first, the machine
was given its creator’s name, called a louisette or louison but after Guillotin’s
impassioned speech, the device was forever associated with Guillotin,
though his family tried to change its name (they did, eventually, manage to
change their family name if not that of the machine). An estimated 40,000
people travelled on the tumbrils through Paris to die under Madame Guillotine.

Facrs AND FIGURES

Total weight of a guillotine was about 1278 1bs.
The blade weighed over 88.2 Ibs.

Height of side posts was just over 14 ft.

The blade drop was 88 inches

Power at impact was 888 lbs. per square inch

VOCABULARY

Tumbril

[tuhm-bruhl] -noun

open cart which tilts backwards to empty its load.
Used to carry prisoners to the guillotine during
the French Revolution.

DISCUSSION QUESTION

Compassion

[kuh m-pash-uh n] -noun

a feeling of deep sympathy and sorrow for another
who is stricken by misfortune, accompanied by a
strong desire to alleviate the suffering.

Dr.’s Louis and Guillotin were men of
compassion. Who are other famous
people who live compassionate lives?
Do you think it is always easy to be
compassionate toward others? What
can you do to live a more compassionate
life, at home and at school?
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Honor

TWO @; ITIES [on-er] -noun

1. honesty, fairness, or integrity in one's beliefs and
BY actions: a man of honor.
CHARLES DICKENS

Vengeance

[ven-juh ns] -noun

1. infliction of injury, harm, humiliation, or the like,
on a person by another who has been harmed by
that person; violent revenge.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

The 1790s were a difficult time in France.
People were hungry, angry, and searching
for a way to make a better life. They believed
the pride of the aristocracy was keeping the
common person down. The people revolted

A Tale of Two Cities was written with violence.

specifically for Dickens' weekly

magazine All The Year Round, Is there ever a time when vengeance is justified?
where it appeared without illustrations. What is the difference between vengeance and justice?

It was also published concurrently in
monthly installments with Illustrations

Can someone seek revenge and still maintain their
by Hablot Browne, as seen here.

honor? What is something you've done that you felt
showed you are an honorable person? Did anyone
know what you did?

WHAT WOULD YOU DO?

In the 1790s, people needed to do many of the same things we do now; communicate with each other,
travel from one place to another, and provide food and shelter for themselves and their families.
Today, it’s easy to find what you need to do those things with Google or Facebook, for instance.

Of course, there weren’t any computers, telephones, or electricity in the 1790s. Given these limitations,
what would you do to achieve the following objectives?

Find someone - If you send a letter, keep in mind that many people could not read or write.

Build a house - Metal was extremely expensive. You had wood or bricks. If you had any means, you
might have a horse to carry the heavy stuff.

Find a new job - During these times, your place in society was determined by your parents. If your dad
was a blacksmith, you would be a blacksmith. If your mom was a dressmaker, you would be a dressmaker.
If you wanted to do something different with your life, what would you do?

Move to a new city - Transportation was accomplished mainly on foot or horseback. If you saved up enough
money, you could take a huge sailboat across the ocean to new lands. A journey of 10 miles (from Seattle to
Tukwila) could take all day.






