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SYNOPSIS

Harrier loves Halloween. She loves dressing up; she loves hanging
out with her friecnds; and she loves gerting all thar delicious, gooey,
chewy, chocolary sweer candy. Whart she does nor love is having ro
share her Halloween candy with her baby brother, Walter. Afrer all,
she is the one who was ricky enough ro go 1o each house rwice,
making sure she will have enough reats to ear for weeks. She is so
determined ro ear each and every picee herself that she won't even
share with her friend, Ed, when he loses his whole bag of candy
on the way home. Once back in her room, the very important
sorting process begins, In theory, this will help Harrer decide
which of her reasures she will bestow on her brother, Licorice
whips? Nougar bars? Marshmallow puffs? Tangy mares? Chocolawe
drops? Noll They’re all too good to share. And they're all hers,
Walter, however, has different ideas on the matter. He begins his
siege. To keep her stash safe, Harrier tries hiding i—under her
bed, in her pillowcase, in her socks—anywhere Walter can’t get his
paws on ir. Her parents think she’s raking the sibling rivalry too
far and demand she give up some of the goods, But she is so
worried abour losing her loot thar she has nighrmares about
dinosaurs sneaking in and gobbling iv all up. If sleeping is too
worrisome, whar will she do when she has 1o go 1o school? Why,
take it with her, of course. The big, bulging backpack thar she lugs
around all day just fuels the curiosity of rhe class. She won't even
o to the board ro work on her marh problem wirthour tryving o
haul the bag behind her, Her reacher won't tolerate such disruprive
behavior and asks Harrier to leave the bag ar her desk. Harrier
can’t concentrate for all the sweers lefr undefended. And when her
fricnds find out she's been hoarding all the goodies for herself,
scared they would ke some, they turn their backs on her selfish
ways, Harrets obsession has landed her in a sticky mess, Thank
goodness Harriers mother undersands whar is like to make a
mistake. She invires Harners friends over for dinner so Harrer
can apologize: proving to them that Harrier knows nothing is
sweeter than a true friend,
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Orsear the dachshund is teased becanse of his
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dog™ escalate on Halloween, but when Oscar
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Halloween decorations, creepy costumes, party
food and games—everything you need to know
ror have a fantastic Halloween!




A H I S T O R Y O F

H A L L O W E E N

The origins of Halloween can be traced back 2,000 years ro lreland, Scortland, and Brittany, when the Celrs marked
the end of rhe summer harvest and the beginning of rhe dark half of the vear with a holiday called Samedain
(pronounced “sow-in) on November L. Tt was believed thar on the night before Samdain, the dead returned ro earth
to cause rrouble and damage the food supply. People sacrificed animals and crops in bonfires 1o the Celric Gods, and
then lir their hearth fires from the sacred bonfire ro protect them during the coming winrter monrths.

In the 7th century, Pope Boniface 1V designared the first day of November All Saines Day to honor saines and
martyrs. The celebration was also called All-hallows or All-hallowmas, which originated from the Middle English
word Affalonwresse meaning All Saints Day. The night before, the nighr of Samsdaie, began o be called All-
hallows Fve,

In 1000, the Carholic Church designated November 2nd All Souls Day, to honor the dead. v was celebrated much
like Nawbain, with big bonfires, parades, and dressing up in costumes as saints, angels, and devils, Combined with All
Saints Day and All Saines BEve, the three holidays were called Hallowmass,

Around the 14th century, All Saints Day was truly a combination of Christan superstitions and folk beliefs, and in
many parts of Britain and Ireland it became known as “Mischiet Night,” which meant thar people were free to go
around the village playing pranks without the risk of being ponished.

On November 5, 1605, Guy Fawkes artempred o blow up the British Pardiament building, and henceforth, every
year burning of effigies of Fawkes coupled with children dressing in rags 1o beg for money to buy fireworks marked
the celebration of “Guy Fawkes Day”™ Over time, this holiday was subsumed Ly Halloween.

As BEuropeans immigrated to America in the 17th century, they brought their varied Halloween customs with them,
which, combined with those of the Native Americans, evolved into a distinetly American holiday — particularly in

the Southern colonies - featuring ghost story telling and mischicf~making, In colonial New Fngland, however, the
holiday was almost nonexistent due ro rthe rigid Protestane beliefs rthar rejected the holiday for irs Catholic and

Pagan roots,

The 1840s saw the lrish Potaro Famine force millions of Trish to immigrate to America, And they broughr their
Halloween tradirions with them, popularizing the holiday across the country, Thus, Americans began to dress ap
in costumes and go door to door in their neighborhoods asking for food or money, a pracdee that evenrually
became roday's Trick-or-Trear teadition.

By the late 1800s, there was a movement in America to change Halloween from a holiday about ghosts, witcheraft,
and mischicf into a friendlier, more community-minded holiday, focusing on neighborly ger-rogethers and costume
partics.

This lasted until the 1920s and 1930s, when vandalism began to plague Halloween celebrations in many communities
once again. In the radinon of “Mischief Night,” voung Americans often observed Halloween by engaging in minor
acts of vandalism, such as breaking windows. Unforrunarely, these mischievous rituals tarned for the worse, causing
real destruction o animals and properry. To curb this escalating violence, community organizarions and citzens began
an effore they dubbed “Sane Halloween,” encouraging new traditions for children, including going from shop to shop
asking for mears,

By the late 1930s, the Trick-or-Trear rraditdon had been established, and rhe grecring first appeared in prine in 1939,

Today, cach vear Americans spend approximarely 37 billion on Hlalloween, 321 million of thar on candy alone, making
it the country’s second most popular, and sccond largest, commuercial holiday, after Chrisomas,



THE ORIGINS OF

HALLOWEEN TRADITIONS

GHosTs: Ghosts have been a lasnong symbol of Halloween from its orgins. Saafain was known as
the festval where the departed friends and family could cross over into the other world. Theretore,
ghosts, or spirits of the dead, were generally viewed as friendly and invited to join in celebraton,
People were afraid of ghoses only if they had wronged someone dead and feared retribution of
some kind.

CarvinG Jack-o-LanTERNS: Celoc legend has it thae a man named Jack,
notorious for being a drunk and a practical joker, mricked rhe devil into
climbing a tree, and then trapped him by carving an image of a cross in the
rree’s runk, When Jack died, he was denied entrance into heaven because of
his evil ways, and the devil remliated by denying him entrance into hell as well,
Instead, Jack was given an ember o light his way through the cold, dark winter,
which he placed in a hollowed-out turnip to keep the light going longer, When
the Irish immigrated to America, the radinon changed from turnips w
pumpkins, which were more plcnr_iFul here,

Trick-or-TreATING: The custom of rrick-or-treating is thought to have originated with a 9th cenrtury
custom called Souling, where, on All Souls Day, Christans would walk from village to village begging
for “soul cakes,” made of square picces of bread with corrants. The more cakes the beggars received,
the more prayvers they would promise to say for the dead relatives of the donors. Tr was believed thar
pravers, even from strangers, could expedite a souls passage into heaven,

WircHeEs: When carly serders arrived in America, their beliefs in wirches were spread and combined
with Marive American beliefs in evil spirits and African slaves’ beliefs in black magic, thereby joining
the superstitions and lore surrounding Halloween.

Brack cars: Black cats have long been associated with witches, Barly American sertlers
believed thar witches — and even spirits of the dead — could take the form of black cats,
The most common superstition about black cars is that if they cross your parh, vou will
have bad luck.

DRESSING 1N COSTUME: When celebranng Seawsbain, the Celrs wore masks and costumes, which they
believed would keep them from being recognized by the ghoses of the dead, who returned to carth
toy cause rrouble during the harsh winter months,

ACTIVITY:

Have your students “pur on a costume™ by using their bodies
tor act like a certain characrer they might dress up as for
Hallonween, How would that characrer move, walk, speak, ears
What noises would he/she/it make — or how would he/she /i
ralk and/or interact with others? What props in the classroom
might the character use or carry?







