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SYNOPSIS

Hillary, Alison, and Jane are three best friends who do evervrhing
togerher and everything the same. As rhe girls plan rheir next way

Afternoon
Of the

Elves

to become famous, Sara Kate Connelly says she necds to ralk o
Hillary, in private. Sara Kate is weird, She doesn’t dress right, and
she doesn’t do her hair vighr. Bur Sara Kare is Hillary's backyard
neighbor and really needs to tell her something,. Hillary agrees to
talk with her because at least thar will make her go away, She isn't
prepared for Sara Kares big news, though. Sara Karte tells her
thar she has elves living in her backyvard. She's seen their village,
and she wanes to show it to Hillary, OF course, Hillary's parents,
being fastdious suburbanires, worry about the state of Sara Kare's
howse and vard. Hillary is determined to visit the village., And
there, in the midst of the mess of the Connelly backyard is an
orderly, tidy little elf village with houses, lanes, and even a well.
Its a real neighborhood! At first, Hillary is skeptical, how does
she know elves really buile all this? But Sara Kate makes a lot of
sense wirth her explanations, and Hillary begins o feel the
presence of the elves around her. The girls laugh and play, unril
Hillary notces a figure in an upstairs window:

Ewven after Alison and Jane make fun of her for believing in elves,
Hillary still returns o help Sara Kare keep the village in order, Tris
on one such afternoon thar Hillary gers a glimpse of Sara Kate's
real life—=Sara Karte has to go all the way into the ciry by herself
to run errands for her mother, Hillary's parents would never ler
her do thar. The lessons Hillary learns from Sara Kare—how o
keep your electricity turned on, where to ger free water, how to
et phone service—make Hillary's parents uncomfortable, and
they ask her o stop spending rime with the neighbor girl. Bur
Hillary realizes how lucky she is, not having to worry abour things
like grocery shopping, getting medicine, or fixing stopped up
toilers. She realizes thar nor all little girls are as lucky as she is.
And this dawning insight makes her see Alison and Jane in a

new, and unflattering, light,

After Sara Kate misses a few days of school, Hillary becomes
worried and goes o check on things, This is the firse dme she's
been inside rhe Connelly home, and the firsr time she sees Sara
kate with her sick mother. Sara Kare throws Hillary out, afrer
exacting a promise of silence; Hillary can’ even tell her parenes
whart’s going on. With the weight of rthis secrer on her voung
shoulders, Hillary finally really gets i—5ara Kare has to take care
of herself and her mother, all alone. When Hillarys mom comes
looking for her, she too sees whar has been happening in the
Connelly house and takes control of the situadon, With Sara
koare being shipped off to her father and her mother senr to a
hospiral, all thar Sara Kare feared, all thar she worked so hard 1o
prevent, is coming true, These two brave, young girls learn thar
every child needs an adulr to look afrer them, and rhey all deserve
the comforr and safery of home.
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ELF LORE

People of all cultures and rimes have soughr answers o difficulr questions
through legend and fanasy. Elves have been part of human mythology
since the carlicst BEuropean civilizzations, These fanrastical erearures are
enduring for the universal human ruths they can help us discover.

The earliest elves, from NMorse and Scandinavian folklore, are full size
human beings thar posses a strange beauny and magical powers,
Originally, they were considered minor gods of natre and ferdlite, In
carly Germanic folklore they were pranksrers, and according ro legend,
they would cause discases and give people bad dreams. In fact, one
German word for nightmare is afpdrrcken (ALF-droo-ken), which
means "elf-pressure.” These legends serve to help explain the awesome
power and influence of the namreal world over human life,

English folktales of the carly modern period typically porteay elves as
small, clusive people with mischievous personalitics. In Victorian
literature, clves usually appeared as dny men and women with pointed
cars and stocking caps. And modern fanrasy literarure has revived elves
as a race of semi-divine beings of human starure.

The intense Norse-style elves of human size, reused in Poul Anderson's
fanrasy novel The Broden Sword published in 1954, were the vanguard of
the modern fanrasy elves. Anderson’s ereations were overshadowed

by the much more famous elves of |0 R, R Tolkien. Tolkien had licele

use for Shakespearean fairy portravals or for Vicrorian diminutive

fairy prerriness and whimsy, His clves were also god-like and human-sized,
like those of the Norse legends. Tolkien conceived a race of beings
similar to humans but fairer, wiser, with greater spiritual powers, keener
senses, and a closer empathy with nartare. Perhaps they were whar Tolkien
felt humans should aspire ta be, a kind of role model for us all.

The 1960s we began to see elves used in a whole new way Advertsers use
clves to sell cookies and other produces of domestdc bliss. Although we
may not “believe” in their existence the way people once did, there is still
something appealing abour a race of litde people seeretly working and
living in rhe small empry spaces all around us. The diligent, hard-working
version of the self we believe we, too, should be.

In Affernaon af the Fiver, Sara Kare has creared a whole world of

elves in her imaginarion. Her elves are berrer than she is and can
follonw the rules she wants to follow herself, nor those she knows
deep down she must abide. “Huoman rules don’t work for elves” she
rells Hillary, She wants to explain the unexplainable, to bring order 1o
the chaos of her life. Sara Karte uses her elf world o find a friend and
to try and cope with an impaossible situaton, Humans, with the help
of the elves, have been doing rthe same thing for thousands of years,
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DISCUSSION QUESTION/
ACTIVITY:

Ask your class if they believe in
clves. Whar are their elves liker
Do they look human? Do they
play tricks on people or try to
help them? Have them draw a
picture of their elf and write a
description of how their elf lives
[Dowes it live in the forest or around
people? Does it eat food like
peaple do or something special,
like dew drops?

Post the drawings in vour room
to create vour own elf village.






end the silence

continved

43 percent of identified child neglect is physical neglect, which includes children living in unsafe housing,
not being fed nutritionally adequate meals, being consistently without adequate clothing, and receiving
grossly inadequate care for personal hygiene. The second largest category of neglect is inadequate
supervision of children (36.6 percent) and failure or delay in providing health care (20.8 percent).

Causes and Characteristics

- Depression
Depressed mothers are more likely than non-depressed mothers to be hostile, rejecting, and
indifferent toward their children and to be neglectful, especially with respect to feeding and
supervision. 60 percent of neglectful mothers versus only 33 percent of a comparison group of
low-income non-neglecting mothers had a "clinically significant" problem with depression.

+ Substance Abuse
Abuse of alcohol or drugs is often present in cases of child neglect. 80 - 90 percent of the
children removed from their homes for severe child abuse or neglect had at least one parent with
a history of alcoholism.

+« Family Composition
Most neglectful families are single-parent families. The absence of the father, in the majority of
neglectful families, means lower income and less tangible resources to provide for children's
needs.

+ Family Size
Chronic neglectful families tend to be /large families with fewer resources to meet basic needs
than other families. Numerous studies have discovered that neglectful families on the average
have more children than non-neglecting families.

« Family Interaction Patterns
Patterns of verbal and nonverbal communication between neglectful parents and children have
been characterized as infrequent and predominantly negative.

Unemployment, which causes psychological and economic stress, is frequent in neglectful families.
Neglectful families are less likely to be involved in church or other formal organizations that might
be sources of tangible or psychological support. Neglectful families tend to live in impoverished
neighborhoods and view their neighborhoods as less helpful and less supportive than do non-
neglectful parents. Chronically neglecting families are viewed as deviant, even by their similarly
impoverished neighbors, who avoid social contact with them. Families of color, who are over-
represented in child neglect statistics, must also cope with the stress of racial prejudice in many
communities.

Interestingly, the ethnic and cultural differences in child maltreatment are small or nonexistent
when families have adequate economic and social resources, but the combination of racial
discrimination and poverty places unusual stress on families of color, frequently overwhelming their
coping resources.

Impact

Child victims of neglect fail to develop secure psychological attachments as infants, and this
seriously handicaps their subsequent development. Neglected preschool children demonstrate lack
of readiness for learning, behavior problems, and less active interaction with peers. School-aged
neglected children do poorly in school, but the connection between delinquency and abuse is less
clear. Neglected children under age 3 are at high risk for child fatalities.
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