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SYNOPSIS

Addy Walker is a hopeful 9-year-old girl growing up in

slavery during the Civil War, Her life changes forever
the day Poppa and her brother, Sam, are sold from
their North Carolina plantation. Momma and Addy
realize they must rake the terrible risk and run before
they lose cach orher, oo, It is too dangerous to bring
Addy's baby sister with them, so Esther musr stay

behind. During their escape, Addy's courage helps save

her and Momma as they face the rerrifving road o
freedom. When they finally arrive in Philadelphia,
Momma finds work while Addy gers to arrend school

for the first time. Addy is thrilled o learn how o read

and write, and she is grarceful to find a true friend in
Sarah. Bur Addy is hurt by the snubs of sought-afrer
fricnds, like Harrier, Building a new life in freedom
isn't easy, and Addy desperarely misses Poppa, Sam,
and Esther. Addy and Monmuma hold fast to their
dream of having their whole family together again.
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A D EVASTATTING D EATH

In the four years that Abraham Lincoln served as President of the United States, he
worked unceasingly to end slavery and to reunite a country deeply divided by the issue.
When the North defeated the South on April 9, 1865, President Lincoln was a hero

to freed slaves and abolitionists. But he had enemies, too. John Wilkes Booth, an actor
and Southern sympathizer, feared that Lincoln would give blacks too much freedom,
and on April 14, while Lincoln and his wife watched a performance at Ford’s Theater,
Booth approached Lincoln from behind and shot him in the head. The president died
carly the next morning. The nation plunged into despair. As one citizen said, *It
seemed as if the whole world had lost a dear, personal friend.”

Lincoln's funeral was held in the White House on April 19, and then his casket was
carried by train towards his home in Springficld, Illinois. Large cities along the route
held elaborate funeral processions. One of the largest ook place in Philadelphia where
as many as half a million people - equal to the population of the entire city - gathered
to watch the procession and to pay their respects. Rivers of people lined up along the
streets or watched from windows and rooftops. Visitors with special invitations viewed
the president's body that evening, but most had to wait until the next morning.
Independence Hall opened at 6:00 A M., and by 10:00 A.M. the line of mourners was
three miles long.

Lincoln’s body lay in the room where the Declaration of Independence had been
signed nearly 100 yvears before. All day and all night, people passed through the
candlelit chamber. Because thousands of people still waited outside, viewers were not
allowed to stop beside Lincoln’s open coffin. Still, many strained to touch or even kiss
the president as they were pushed onward. During the wait to view the body, chaos
broke out. Clothing was torn, women fainted, and children were nearly lost underfoor,
Several people were seriously injured. Yet, people pressed on to see their president. By
the time the funeral train left town the next morning, 300,000 people had said good-bye
to Lincoln.

With Lincoln’s death, many Americans worried that war would break out again and
that slaves would lose their freedom. Families, like the Walkers, feared they would
never be reunited with their loved ones. But instead, people banded together to
mourn and show respect for Lincoln and his beliefs and vowed to carry on. This
coming together of people—black and white—gave Americans hope that the nation

o was strong and that Lincoln®s values would not die with him. He had led his people 1o
the “Promised Land,” and they would march on.

ACTIVITY:

Have your students research Abraham Lincloln's life. Ask them
to choose the one defining moment of his life. Was it during
his presidency? Before? Was it an action he took or something
he said to inspire others to action?




FAMILY STRENGTH AND SORROW

For the Walkers, and for thousands of African Americans like them,
strong, loving bonds among family members helped make life bearable
in spite of the hardships of slavery. Although slave marriages were not
legally recognized, many masters and slaves viewed couples as husband
and wife and their children as members of one family—as long as they
were together on the plantation. But when there was money to be made
from selling slaves, owners would separate families without hesitation.
One witness to a sale of slaves wrote: “I have seen 100 cases where
families were separated. | have seen them in droves, 150 or 200 together—
men, women, and children—Ilinked side by side. I have seen children
from eight or nine years old . . . and when the mothers were sold, heard
them cery fit to break their hearts.™

While a master could take away his slaves’ families, he couldn’t stop
them from forming close emotional ties. Enslaved people opened their

Four generations of a slave
Sfamily in 1862. hearts and extended their families to include those who were new to a

plantation or left behind when their family members were sold. Auntie
Lula and Uncle Solomon were not related to Addy, but she loved them
just as powerfully as if they were her grandparents. Most slaves didn’t

know their ancestors, but they learned about them through stories and songs that were passed down through
generations. Slaves drew strength and courage from these unknown relatives, who were links to their African

PEI.SI.

The Civil War, begun in part to end the horror of slavery, caused another devastating kind of separation. After
President Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, the Union army allowed the formation of
African American regiments. Many men—often boys no older than Sam—ran away to join in the fight to end
slavery. The heartbreak families felt as their husbands, sons, fathers, uncles, and brothers took tremendous
risks to escape was compounded by anxiety over the fate that awaited the men as soldiers. Death during battle
was a tragic possibility, but the treatment of black soldiers at the hands of the enemy was equally appalling.
The rules of war stated that captured soldiers were to be held as prisoners of war, but the Confederates
considered black men—even free black men—to be fugitive slaves. Black soldiers knew that they could be
returned to slavery, forced into military labor by their Confederate captors, or murdered. Approximately 180,000
African Americans served during the Civil War, composing 10% of the Union Army. Nearly one-fourth lost

their lives.

After the war, thousands of families struggled to reunite. Many freedmen returned to the plantations where
they'd last seen their family members. Even after slavery was abolished, these trips weren’t withourt conflict.
Sometimes a former owner tried to prevent a family from reuniting. Former slaves sometimes searched for
decades for their family members—ofien without success. The determination and perseverance it took to start
a new life in freedom was the same strength thousands of African Americans relied on to reunite their families

after the war.

ACTIVITY:

Throughout history people have inflicted great pain and suffering on their fellow
humans. The capture and enslavement of mankind has led to whole cultures

being destroyed or taken over by other peoples. Research your family's

lineage. How far back can you trace it? Where are you from? Pick one of the
countries in your background and write a story as though you were living in Addy's
time. How much do you know about your family? How do you live? What do you
do to make a living?







