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For grades 6 and up

Synopsis

Stephen Crane
OF ‘ O ‘ , RAGE Play by Joe Sutton

Memories are 2 wondrous thing. Henry Fleming, a veteran of the U.S. Civil War, recounts his
memories of days leading up to his first battle, the day that shaped his life.

Young Henry, his regiment on the move looking for a skirmish, is struggling with himself:
will he have what it takes when the time comes to test his resolve or will he run away? And
still the unit marches on, hot and thirsty, and anxious for something to happen. Young Henry
worries about his courage and the fact that none of the others seem to have reservations about
themselves. Finally, the time arrives and Young Henry finds himself in battle. Fear and doubt
wash over him as he stands and waits to fire, and then it begins. This first round is quick, with
the rebels pulling back almost as soon as they had charged-until the second wave. The next round
is more overwhelming, and one of Henry’s fellow soldiers bolts. This is the impetus Henry
needs; he too turns and runs from battle. From where he ends up. the long line of wounded
march past, even one from his own regiment. After watching his friend succumb to his injuries,
Henry’s courage fails him again and he runs from the other dying men. A group of retreaters
overtakes Henry, but when he tries to question them on the outcome of the battle he is hit in
the head by a rifle. This is what he’s been missing, the red badge that will allow him go back to
his regiment with no questions asked. Once back among his fellow soldiers, Henry is off on
another march, another battle, another chance for him to prove himself. This time he gets
caught up in the fever of warfare and rushes the enemy alone. In the next wave his troops
stand together until they are too close to the enemy’s line and then they fall back-all but
1) Henry. With fierceness unforeseen, Henry leads the charge and captures the enemy’s flag,
as he recaptures his own pride and honor. Henry, both old and young, knows what it is
to fear and overcome that fear, and how complex it is to be a man.
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