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SYNOPSIS
10-year-old Philip and his sister, Helen, have been on their own

since their parents died. But now Helen has married and she and
Philip are going to live in her new husband Peter’s house, with his
daughter, Lucy. Although he knows he must make the best of his
new surroundings, Philip isn’t the only one made uneasy by this
situation; Lucy’s nurse seems quite put out. Lucy herself couldn’t
be more pleased with the new state of affairs. Once Helen and Peter
leave for their honeymoon the children are left alone in the nurse’s
care, but the nurse, who adores Lucy, forbids Philip from playing
with any of Lucy’s things.

THE MAGIC CITY

Having a kind heart and a mind of her own, Lucy invites Philip to
use her toys to build anything he likes, so long as the nurse is out
of the house. Philip sets to building the most amazing city Lucy has
ever seen. He uses toys, blocks, books, rugs—anything he can find.
Once the nurse returns and sees that the children have flouted her
edict she sends poor Philip to his room, where he falls asleep and
lands in another world. It’s the city that he built in Lucy’s nursery!
Philip soon discovers that the people in this city, the Land of
Precarious, are living under the weight of a prophecy, and they’ve
been waiting for Philip to come release them. He must perform
several tasks, without fail, or the city will be turned over to the evil
and mysterious Pretenderette. With Lucy’s help, Philip manages to
slay a dragon, unravel a mysterious rug, and save the Island
Dwellers from their own fear. All this success just angers the
Pretenderette. She rallies an army and marches on the city,
demanding Philip’s head as her prize. Not easily defeated, Philip
and Lucy find a way to best their adversary’s forces and discover
the secret to her identity. Just as the city is erupting with joy over
their salvation, Helen, not even gone one day, awakens Philip.

He is back in his room with Lucy and the rest of his new family
around him; and the feeling that his life in this world will now be

better than he could have imagined.
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