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SYNOFPSIS

BUNNICULA

One dark and stormy night Chester and Harold sit waiting—
waiting for their owners to return home from the movies.
Chester, the Monroe family cat, and Harold, the family’s dog,
are more than just pets, they’re good friends too. When the
Monroes finally get home they come bearing a surprise;
they’ve found a bunny in the movie theatre. This is no

ordinary rabbit; this is the very special and unique Bunnicula.
Chester finds the addition less exceptional and more
suspicious—something seems off about this new guy, so
Chester vows to keep an eye on him, just in case. But even
Chester has to sleep some time, and that’s when Bunnicula
manages to get out of his crate and into the kitchen.
Mysteriously the fruits and vegetables in the Monroe

house seem to be losing all their color and juices, as though
they’ve been sucked dry. Chester finally deduces the shocking
secret of the rabbit—he’s a vampire bunny from Transylvania!
Despite Chester’s attempts to warn the family of the looming
danger, they can’t seem to understand the feline’s meaning.

He even gets a bath when his garlicky scheme to subdue the
bunny backfires. Chester manages to get the mild-mannered
Harold in on the act by telling him scary tales of vampire deeds.
But, when Harold gets in trouble for rushing in to save a stuffed
giraffe from the vampire-costume clad Monroe boys, the
kindhearted dog has had enough. Chester’s grudge against the
rabbit has gotten the pets in enough trouble. Finally things seem
to calm down and the vegetables are keeping their color, but
Bunnicula seems to be getting sick—Chester has been keeping
the new guy out of the kitchen. Harold goes to Bunnicula’s aid,
and the three furry creatures finally become friends—well, almost.
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THE TRUTH ABOUT YAMFIRES

Let’s just say it...Bunnicula is a vampire. Now,
that doesn™t mean he wants to suck your
blood, but come on, he prefers the night, has
pointy fangs, and is from Transylvania. While
our lovable bunny may not be scary or
dangerous, unless you're a turnip, he does
come from a long tradition of some pretty
frightening creatures. Almost every culture in
the world, and throughout history, has had
some sort of vampire myth—and some believed
those myths to be true.

A number of Hebrew scholars believe the first
vampire was one of the first people on earth—
Adam’s first wife, Lillith. They maintain that
Adam had a wife before Eve named Lillith,

and she was dissatisfied with the subservient
role Adam expected her to play. She left the
Garden of Eden only to return years later as
a vampiric demon preying on Eve’s children.

We can also find in Greek myth a woman,
Lamia, who was driven to vampiricism by a
jealous wife. Lamia was a queen of Libya with
whom Zeus became enamored and had
children. This enraged Hera, Zeus’ wife, so she
stole Lamia’s children. Lamia returned to the
world as a demon who hunted other women’s
children, drinking their blood.

Europe’s long and rich tradition of vampire
lore encompasses the most famous of all
vampires, Dracula. Irish author Bram Stoker
wrote Dracula in 1697, after reading accounts
of a 15th century Romanian named Viad Tepes,
or Vlad the Impaler.

Tepes’ father, a man avowed to fight the
invading Turks, was sworn into the Order of the
Dragon (or Dracul in Romanian) and therefore
called Vlad Dracul. Tepes, being the son of a
Dracul, was then called Vlad Dracula. Dracula
began his bloody rule with a swift and ghastly
act of revenge. His father and uncle had been
murdered at the behest of a neighboring ruler.
Tepes invited these neighbors, complete with
family, to a feast. After the celebration was
over, Dracula had them all—men, women,
children, and attendants—impaled. Over the
course of the next six years, Vlad Dracula kept
the invading Ottoman Empire at bay against
great odds and with much barbarity. Some
even say he could be seen sitting, dipping his
bread in bowls of blood from the impaled
prisoners of war.

Okay, that’s all some pretty scary stuff. But
here’s a bit of vampire lore you may not have
known...it was believed that if you dropped
poppy seeds on the grave of a vampire he
couldn’t make it out of the cemetery. Why? He
would be too busy, obsessed really, counting
the seeds. Maybe this had some influence on
the creation of one of the most entertaining
vampires out there—the Count from

Sesame Street.

Vlad Dracula, or
Viad the Impaler,
the man who gave
Bram Stoker the
inspiration for his
famous Count
Dracula

ACTIVITY

Khowing that vampires can take all kinds of shapes and sizes, come up with
your own vampire myth. How did you vampire become a vampire? Were they
human at one time? When does your vampire come out? Does he or she or it

suck blood? Do they have any friends?

EALRs

Writing—1.1-2
Communication—2.2-4



