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Based on the books by

FROG and TOAD &t ...

Spring has finally sprung and with it Frog and Toad wake from their winter-long hibernation. Once
SYNOPSIS out in the world again Toad decides to plant a garden, despite the hard work it entails. Even with
the happiness he gets from his flowers, Toad is very sad because he never, ever receives any mail.

Hearing his friend's tale of woe, Frog secretly writes Toad a letter. Waiting in the hot summer sun

for the mail to come is no fun, so the pair decide to go for a swim to pass the time.

As summer wanes, Frog, filled with contentment, goes to an island to be alone and think
N\ about his happy life and wonderful friend. But Toad is insecure and follows Frog to make
sure that their friendship is still intact. Reassured that all is well between the
amphibians, Toad bakes some delicious cookies. In fact, they are so delicious that neither
Frog nor Toad can stop eating them! They try to devise a stop-eating-cookies plan—but
who can resist cookies?

With fall almost upon them, what better way for the pair to spend some time but

p flying a kite, and with Frog's help, Toad finally gets his kite in the air. As

autumn falls, so do the leaves and the friends decide to surprise each other with a
good deed and rake the other's yard. As happens every year, winter arrives. Before
they head back to their hibernating the pair have another adventure—fun for Frog and
terrifying for Toad—sledding! Once Toad is safely off the sled, he is so angry with
Frog he says he'll never speak to him again. Then, a snail arrives with Frog's

B oo KLI ST letter for Toad, melting Toad's anger. On Christmas Eve Toad is very worried

when Frog is ever so late coming over, but it turns out Frog was delayed by
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Library Children’s Librarians wrapping Toad's present. It's been another wonderful and eventful year for these

fast friends, but it's back to hibernating until spring and another year of adventure.
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AN ODE TO A FROG AND A TOAD

There is actually very little difference between frogs and toads, although surely our Frog and Toad would
disagree. Generally speaking, however, the major differences are that frogs have longer legs, smaller bodies,
and smoother, moister skin. Frogs are more aquatic, while toads tend to be land lovers, and toads hop, a

short small movement, while frogs jump, a lengthier movement.

Now that we know there isn't much of a difference between them, let's take a look at a few of the
things they have in common. Frogs may have moister skin than toads but they both need to keep their skin
somewhat moist because that's how they drink and breathe. To help with this they can secrete mucus to

keep things slick. They shed their skin about once a week. (Wouldn't you want to get rid of your skin

if it was covered in mucus?) This skin comes in all sorts of colors; whatever will help them intermingle
with their background best. Being able to blend is good not only for hiding from the insects they want to The Grey Tree Frog
eat, but also for hiding from other animals who want to eat them. Of course, sometimes jumping or hiding

isn't enough to keep a poor frog safe, so some frogs and toads have poison in their skin or behind their eyes.

These eyes of theirs are more than just defense, of course. Their large, bulging eyes see a wide range of
colors and allow them to see well even in very dim light. This is important for the aim necessary to catch
their food, since they close those big eyes as they reach out, with their tongues or fingers. Those eyes

also help them swallow by retracting in a little and forcing the food down.

Those amazing gullets can also muster up some pretty formidable sounds. The great frog croaks you hear

down by the pond are generally male frogs (or toads) trying to attract a female, or warning other males off

The Giant Rococo Toad

of their territory. Sometimes their calls can be heard as far as a mile away. That kind of croaking power

must be very appealing to the discerning female.

Once the female has been lured to the throaty frog, mating can begin. The male hops on the back of the

female while she is laying her eggs, sometimes hundreds or thousands, in water, and he releases his sperm

to fertilize them. Depending on the kind of frog or toad, the eggs hatch 3 to 25 days later into tadpoles,
or polliwogs. These little things have tails instead of legs and gills that help them breathe in the water.
It usually takes several weeks for them to change into fully formed frogs or toads. They generally live

between 4 and 15 years. It doesn’t sound so bad being a frog, or a toad.

ACTIVITY
Draw a picture of a frog and one of a toad. How do yours look different and how do they look the same? How big are they?

What kinds of insects do they eat? Do they catch them with their tongues or their fingers? What does their croak sound like? EALRs
Science—1.1-2

Art—3.1-2, 4.2







